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Election Update 
The November general election is only about two weeks away and voters in vote-by-mail states are 

already receiving their ballots.  It is clear that the outcome of the Presidential election will be a defining 

moment for the future direction of the country as both candidates have very different views on the role 

of the federal government.  Additionally, it appears that Republicans will maintain a majority in the 

House, and control of the Senate will hinge on a few key races.   

 

President Obama has enjoyed solid leads in many national and state polls for months, but the race has 

tightened significantly since the first Presidential Debate in Denver on October 3.  Governor Mitt 

Romney is seeing broad momentum in generic national and key state polls.   The race really boils down 

to a handful of swing states that are being inundated with advertising and campaign visits by the 

candidates and their surrogates.  The list of battleground states remains largely unchanged from the past 

two elections and includes Ohio, Florida, Virginia, Colorado, Nevada, Iowa, and New Hampshire.  For 

Governor Romney, the path to victory gets very difficult without carrying Ohio, Florida and Virginia.   

It appears that it will be another very close race, but a lot can happen in two weeks and the odds seem to 

remain with Obama as an incumbent President. 

 

Control of the Senate also remains up for grabs.  The Democrats have to defend a large number of seats 

this election cycle.  Given the reality of the map and the nature of several key states, the prospects of a 

GOP majority looked strong earlier this year.  A combination of solid Democratic candidate recruiting 

and Republican missteps in a couple of key states has eroded that advantage.  Control of the Senate will 

likely hinge on the election results in Virginia, Montana, Nevada, Indiana and Massachusetts.  States 

that should have been solidly in the Republican column, like Missouri, North Dakota, Indiana and 

Arizona, are either up in the air or much closer than expected.  Since there can be a bit of a down ballot 

effect, Republican candidates in many of these tight races probably have some reason for optimism 

based on Romney’s recent momentum.  Regardless, it is hard to see either party achieving more than a 

one or two seat majority, which falls well short of the all important 60 vote threshold in the Senate. 

 

Most experts agree that Republicans are likely to maintain control of the House, but they will see their 

current 25 seat majority reduced.  Nonetheless, millions of dollars are being spent in a handful of toss up 

Congressional districts.  Republicans may lose a number of seats in Illinois and California due to 

redistricting that favors Democrats.  Republicans are also defending a list of long time Democrat 

districts that they won in the 2010 wave election.  The bright spot for Republicans is North Carolina 

where they could gain as many as three seats due to redistricting.  There are plenty of key races to watch 

in several Western state districts, including: 
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California 7th.  Republican Congressman Dan Lungren faces a tough re-match with Democrat Ami Bera 

in a Sacramento-area district that is less friendly for the incumbent following redistricting.  Bera came 

close to defeating Lungren in 2010 and he is likely to face another close race.   

 

Colorado 6th.  Republican Congressman Mike Coffman and his Denver-area district are key targets for 

Democrats who were benefited by redistricting that put this seat up for grabs.  The performance of 

Obama and Romney will probably affect the result in this swing district.    

 

Washington 1st.  When Democratic Congressman Jay Inslee opted to run for Governor, Washington’s 

bipartisan redistricting panel made significant changes to this district.  The district now includes the 

suburban high-tech hubs of Kirkland and Redmond, but also stretches all the way to the Canadian border 

and takes in rural, conservative portions of northwest Washington.  It is considered one of the most 

evenly divided districts in the country.  Two-time Republican congressional candidate and Snohomish 

County Councilman John Koster is facing Democrat Suzan DelBene.  DelBene and her husband have 

made millions as Microsoft executives and haven’t been shy about self-funding much of her campaign. 

      

The Washington Governor’s race between Jay Inslee and Republican Attorney General Rob McKenna is 

one of the most closely followed in the country.  The polls have the race within the margin of error.  

Eight years ago Governor Chris Gregoire kept the seat in the Democratic column in an election that was 

decided by 129 votes, garnering national attention.  Republicans, who haven’t won the Governor’s 

mansion since John Spellman did it in 1980, hope this will finally be their year. /Heath Heikkila   

 

Kitzhaber’s O&C Discussion Group 
On October 11, Oregon Governor John Kitzhaber announced that he has convened a group of county 

officials, forest products industry representatives and conservation leaders to address challenges facing 

the O&C counties and forests in Oregon.  Kitzhaber has asked the group to build on the existing draft 

“O&C Trust, Conservation, and Jobs Act” legislation sponsored by Oregon Congressmen Peter DeFazio 

(D), Kurt Schrader (D) and Greg Walden (R) to help counties improve financial stability, ensure 

adequate sources of timber that support local mills and jobs, and meet Oregon’s water and land 

conservation goals.   

 

“We are not under any illusion that this will be easy,” said Governor Kitzhaber, “But the human and 

environmental costs of the status quo are unacceptable, and Oregonians have shown time and time again 

their ability to come together to solve difficult problems.”  Kitzhaber plans to have the Group meet on a 

regular basis for the next few months and have a proposal crafted to take to the Oregon delegation and 

Congress in early 2013.    

 

The Group is composed of the following 14 members and the meetings will be facilitated by John 

Ehrmann of the Meridian Institute.  Tom Tuchmann, the Governor’s Forestry and Conservation 

Financial Advisor will be the Governor’s liaison for those discussions, although Kitzhaber will try to 

meet with the group when possible.   
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Forest Products Industry 

 Allyn Ford – Roseburg Forest Products 

 Dale Riddle – Seneca Sawmills  

 Jennifer Phillippi – Rough and Ready Lumber Co. 

 Ray Jones – Stimson Lumber 

 

O&C Counties 

 Doug Robertson – Douglas County Commissioner 

 Tony Hyde – Columbia County Commissioner 

 Simon Hare – Josephine County Commissioner 

 Jamie Damon – Clackamas County Commissioner 

  

Conservation 

 Greg Block – Wild Salmon Center  

 David Dreher – Pew Foundation  

 John Kober – Pacific Rivers Council  

 Sybil Ackerman – Sybil Ackerman Strategies 

 Bob Davison - Defenders of Wildlife 

 Jack Williams – Trout Unlimited 

  

The Discussion Group will be working in coordination with the County Solution Principles that 

Governor Kitzhaber announced in September when he first met with representatives from these groups.  

Those principles include: 

 

1. Stable County Funding – Recognize the O&C Act’s unique community stability mandate and 

provide adequate and stable county revenues sufficient to meet needs for basic public services. 

2. Stable Timber Supply – Provide adequate and stable timber supply that will provide for 

employment opportunities, forest products and renewable energy. 

3. Protect Unique Places – Permanently protect ecologically unique places. 

4. Durable & Adaptive Conservation Standards – Maintain Northwest Forest Plan management 

standards – Late Successional/Old Growth Reserves & Aquatic Conservation Strategy – in an 

adaptive manner where and when required to comply with environmental laws. 

5. Conservation Opportunities – Promote conservation advances on private “checkerboard” lands 

through voluntary, non-regulatory incentives – financial, technical, regulatory relief, etc. 

6. Federal Budget Neutral – Recognize that the O&C solution will need to be budget neutral or 

positive at the federal level. 

7. Achieve Certainty – Develop a policy framework that will provide for certainty in achieving all 

of these principles.  

 

AFRC appreciates Governor Kitzhaber’s efforts to find a meaningful solution to the issues facing 

management on the O&C timberlands, and we look forward to supporting the process as it moves 

forward.   

 

Wyden Principles on O&C 
As Governor Kitzhaber’s O&C Discussion Group was about to convene its first meeting, Oregon 

Senator Ron Wyden (D) outlined a list of his own seven principles for an O&C legislative solution.  
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While some of the principles are similar, the list varies in many respects and it is worth comparing the 

two.  Wyden is Oregon’s senior senator and is expected to either chair or serve as the ranking Democrat 

of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee next year.  Any potential O&C or county 

payments legislation is within the jurisdiction of this committee in the Senate.  His principles include: 

 

1. Stable Funding for Counties: Oregon’s rural counties must be assured a stable level of funding 

from the federal government due to the large extent of public lands they contain. Those funds 

can come through public lands receipts or through another mechanism created by this, or other, 

legislation.   

2. Sustainability: Timber harvest must be economically and environmentally sustainable. 

3. Conservation: In addition to increasing timber harvesting, this legislation must result in 

wilderness and other permanently conserved lands proportional to lands designated for harvest. 

4. Managing Lands More Efficiently: The legislation should seek opportunities to consolidate 

O&C and non-O&C lands. 

5. Legal Requirements for Timber Sale Management: Management of these lands must comply 

with all applicable federal laws. 

6. Changing Responsibilities for Land Management: Due consideration should be given to 

proposals for non-federal entities managing lands designated for conservation or active 

management as long as there is broad support for the proposal among stakeholders. 

7. Safeguarding Old Growth: Oregon’s old growth must be protected.  Old growth should be 

generally defined as 120 years of age or older, with exceptions made for significant ecological 

reasons. 

 

In a recent interview with the Oregonian, Senator Wyden suggested that rural counties should consider 

raising property or other taxes as part of any solution to make up for lost timber receipts from the O&C 

lands.  Several Oregon environmental organizations also suggested property tax hikes as part of a 

proposal they made earlier this year to backfill county revenues in lieu of increasing O&C timber 

harvest revenue.   

 

In the same Oregonian article, Douglas County Commissioner Doug Robertson was quoted as saying 

“that (increased property taxes) isn’t going to be a major topic of discussion” in the Kitzhaber 

discussions.  Property tax rates are lower in many rural O&C counties than those paid by residents in 

Portland-area counties, but many southwest Oregon counties also have unemployment rates over 12%.  

This compares to an unemployment rate of 7.8% in Multnomah County.  

 

At the heart of the issue is how these rural counties can provide essential services and private sector 

employment opportunities when huge swaths of federal forests are off the tax rolls and crippled by 

litigation, appeals and conflicting federal laws.  The problem is evident nationwide, but it particularly 

relevant in southwest Oregon where the federal government – between the Forest Service and BLM – 

own 7 million acres or 57% of the forestland.  For nearly two decades the federal government has 

provided billions in subsidized county payments, much of it borrowed, instead of resolving the 

underlying issue.       
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In addition to the Governor’s Discussion Group for managing the O&C timberlands, it should be noted 

that the BLM has entered into a new round of planning for how those lands will be managed in the 

future, and those plans won’t be completed until at least 2015.  The future management of the O&C 

lands will remain a hot topic in Oregon and Washington, DC in the months to come. / Tom Partin 

 

AFRC Withdraws Protest 
On September 28, AFRC withdrew its protest of the Friese Camp Forest Management Project on the 

Medford BLM District.  AFRC filed the protest August 30 because the BLM chose an alternative under 

the Environmental Assessment (EA) for the project that is not consistent with the Northwest Forest Plan 

or the O&C Act. (See AFRC Newsletter September 24, 2012.) 

 

In its letter withdrawing the protest, AFRC asked the BLM to comply with its resource management 

plans in the future and not to implement the forest restoration strategies developed by Drs. Jerry 

Franklin and Norm Johnson on the limited number of BLM managed acres designated as matrix lands. 

 

AFRC also issued a challenge to other organizations that have protests, appeals and litigation that are 

hindering timber management on BLM lands to also drop those actions. 

 

AFRC’s protest had been widely misrepresented to the media as calling for harvesting covered by the 

EA to be stopped.  This was not the case.  An Op-Ed by Jennifer Krauss Phillippi, President of AFRC 

member Rough and Ready Lumber Company, setting the record straight was published by the Medford 

Mail Tribune on September 28.   

 

AFRC trusts BLM will reassess how it applies the Johnson and Franklin principles on future projects. 

/Ann Forest Burns 

 

Preliminary FY12 Timber Sale Accomplishments 
The Forest Service in Region 6 and the BLM have released their preliminary FY12 timber sale 

accomplishments.  The BLM “officially” met their 2012 assigned target and the Forest Service only fell 

short by 5%.  The “official” numbers, however, do not tell the real story.  The “official” method used by 

the Forest Service is to compare the volume of timber sales that were actually awarded in the fiscal year 

against the target.  This is the method favored by AFRC since it represents the volume that is 

economically viable and available for harvest barring any legal action environmental activists might 

pursue.  On the other hand, the “official” method used by the BLM is to compare the volume of timber 

sales that were offered for sale against the target.  AFRC believes this is a misrepresentation of their 

accomplishments as it includes uneconomical timber sales that were not bid on and unawarded sales that 

are not available for harvest. 

 

Below are the Region 6 and the BLM targets and accomplishments by forest and district. 

 

Region 6 Target  Award Percent 

Forest MBF MBF Target 

Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie 17,003.48 3,233.30 19% 

Rogue River-Siskiyou 39,493.48 32,656.54 83% 

Willamette 75,012.08 73,722.71 98% 

http://www.blm.gov/or/plans/nepa-details.php?id=1989
http://www.amforest.org/images/pdfs/Friese_Camp_Protest_Final_08-30-12.pdf
http://www.amforest.org/images/pdfs/AFRC_Newsletter_9-24-12.pdf
http://www.amforest.org/images/pdfs/Friese_Camp_Protest_Withdrawal_9-28-12.pdf
http://www.cof.orst.edu/cof/fs/PDFs/RestorationOfFederalForestsInThePacificNorthwest.pdf
http://www.mailtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20120928/OPINION/209280312/-1/OPINION04
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Siuslaw 41,011.36 42,070.53 103% 

Umpqua 45,547.84 46,858.09 103% 

Mt. Hood 36,248.68 38,543.64 106% 

Gifford-Pinchot 29,037.84 33,176.54 114% 

Olympic 21,258.64 24,951.13 117% 

    Westside total 304,613.40 295,212.48 97% 

    Wallowa-Whitman 24,831.56 17,919.22 72% 

Ochoco 18,075.72 14,677.75 81% 

Colville 45,079.84 36,637.94 81% 

Okanogan-Wenatchee 49,439.00 41,909.16 85% 

Umatilla 33,033.00 31,422.37 95% 

Deschutes 60,243.56 60,484.21 100% 

Fremont-Winema 66,944.80 67,652.69 101% 

Malheur 29,996.20 33,854.96 113% 

    Eastside total 327,643.68 304,558.30 93% 

 

 

BLM Target  Awarded Percent 

District MBF MBF Target 

Lakeview 5 2.5 50% 

Salem 53 33.7 64% 

Eugene 51 33.4 65% 

Roseburg 28 19.5 70% 

Medford 19 5 26% 

Coos Bay 38 30 79% 

    WO 

BLM 194 124.1 64% 

 

The Region 6 FY12 target was 632.3 mmbf and they awarded 599.9 mmbf.  The westside forests met 

97% of their target while the eastside forests met 93% of their target. 

 

Even though the BLM offered 106% of their target and actually sold 97%, they were only able to award 

63%.  This means that over a third of the volume the BLM took credit for was either uneconomical or is 

unawarded and unavailable for harvest.  AFRC believes that the BLM should be put on the same 

standard for accomplishments as the Forest Service and only be allowed to use awarded volume for 

determination of accomplishments. /Ross Mickey 

             

 
 

BLM Target  Sold Percent 

District MBF MBF Target 

Lakeview 5 5.3 106% 

Salem 53 50.4 95% 

Eugene 51 46.4 91% 

Roseburg 28 28 100% 

Medford 19 22.3 117% 

Coos Bay 38 36.1 95% 

    WO 

BLM 194 188.5 97% 
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Forest Service Regeneration Harvests 
Several months ago the Sweet Home District of the Willamette National Forest invited AFRC to give a 

presentation on sustainable timber management to an interdisciplinary team planning on the Cool Soda 

All Lands Approach Project.  The presentation focused on the Forest Service’s responsibility of 

providing a sustainable and predictable supply of timber from Matrix lands and what needs to happen to 

achieve that responsibility.  In particular, we focused on the necessity of regeneration harvests in 

addition to the thinning standard that has comprised the Forest Service’s timber program for over ten 

years.  We illustrated that these trends have resulted in an out of balance age class distribution of forest 

stands on Matrix ground and an unsustainable thinning program.   

 

Apparently someone on the team was listening as regeneration harvests in several stands of mature 

timber on Matrix lands are included in the proposal.  The Sweet Home District is not alone.  Proposals 

for regeneration harvest are also included in projects on the Detroit Ranger District and the High 

Cascades Ranger District on the Rogue Siskiyou National Forest.  Obviously, this proposal is only one 

step toward implementation.  AFRC will be working with the Forest Service to support these projects 

and ensure they stay on track and reach the implementation stage.  We’re hoping that other districts on 

other forests see what is happening here and develop their own proposals for regeneration harvest in 

order to get their timber supply and ages classes back on track and in balance. /Andy Geissler   

 

Management vs. Fire Funding 
As the 2012 wildfire season finally winds down following an exceptionally hot and dry fall in the west, 

the final tally shows there were 50,583 wildfires nationwide which burned a total of 8,982,860 acres.  

The ten year average is 64,052 fires with 6,742,783 acres burned.  Thus 2012 saw 13,469 fewer than 

average fires, but a whopping 2,240,077 acres above average burnt.  These larger fires were extremely 

costly to extinguish and once again the agencies had to ask for more money to fund their firefighting 

efforts.   

 

As year after year of large fires occur, requiring more and more dollars to extinguish, Congress needs to 

be looking at getting ahead of the fire issue by allocating more dollars for treating the hazardous forest 

conditions before they ignite and burn.  For the Forest Service alone firefighting costs will exceed $2.7 

billion, or in excess of $1 billion more than Congress will put out in total for all National Forest System 

programs.  This trend will only get worse as more and more forests become overcrowded, diseased and 

die, hence Congress and the land management agencies must focus on making these forested acres more 

fireproof by treating more acres up front before they burn.  The old adage of “an ounce of prevention is 

worth a pound of cure” certainly applies to our federal forests.  Let’s hope Congress finally gets the 

message and takes action to restore sustainable forest management on our federal lands to stop this loss 

of our forest resources. / Tom Partin      

 

Okanogan/Wenatchee Update 
The severe fire season for the Okanogan/Wenatchee forest in many ways was not as damaging as it 

could have been.  For example, the Table Mountain Complex Fire that charred nearly 40,000 acres burnt 

through part of the Swauk Pine timber sale.  The project had units that had been laid out and thankfully 

did not suffer burning within those units, because prior treatments and thinning kept the damage at a 

minimum.  There may be some additional NEPA work to adjust for the adjacent areas that suffered 

destruction, including the loss of spotted owl habitat.  
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Another project, the Jungway Timber Sale, which was scheduled for FY12, is now projected to be sold 

in the second quarter of FY13.  Sale delay was caused by a section of road which was not adequately 

covered by the NEPA analysis. The additional consultations were necessary to complete a satisfactory 

analysis of hydrology of the area.  Hopefully the sale will come to auction in early 2013. /Maurice 

Williamson 

 

OFRI Issues Economic Report 
On October 10, the Oregon Forest Resource Institute (OFRI) issued a new, comprehensive economic 

assessment of Oregon’s timber industry. 

 

The 2012 Forest Report – An Economic Assessment of Oregon’s Forest and Wood Products 

Manufacturing Sector updates a similar study by OFRI in 2004.  The current report provides a snapshot 

of the forest sector’s status and capacity.  It examines the sector’s supply and demand factors, as well as 

its operating environment.  The report makes five recommendations: 

 

 Reshape federal policies for federally managed forests – Current policies evolved from 

controversy and litigation, not sound forestry. Without a stable, dependable supply of public 

timber, more mills will close and forest health will continue to decline. 

 Pursue markets overseas – A consortium of state and industry leaders could create momentum 

for finished wood products that would benefit the sector throughout the state. 

 Defend Oregon’s Forest Practices Act – The Oregon’s Forest Practices Act works.  It keeps 

forests healthy and timber flowing, which encourages private forest ownership and stewardship.  

Changes to regulations should be based on science and local conditions, not on political 

compromise. 

 Keep the forest sector a priority – The forest sector can continue being a significant part of 

Oregon’s economy, especially in rural areas.  Keeping it a state priority encourages investment in 

mills and other infrastructure. 

 Develop “ecosystem services” – State leaders can address how to monetize ecosystem services 

such as wetland mitigation banks, biodiversity, cold water production and carbon sequestration. 

 

At nearly 200 pages, the report is the most comprehensive look at the forest sector in nearly a decade.  

The full report and summary are available at TheForestReport.org. 

 

A dozen researchers from five firms collaborated on the report including: Mason, Bruce & Girard; 

Forest Econ, Inc.; The Northwest Economic Research Center; the Department of Forest Engineering, 

Resources and Management, College of Forestry, Oregon State University; and AFRC member, the 

Beck Group.  /Ann Forest Burns 

 

 

   

 
 

http://www.theforestreport.org/
http://www.theforestreport.org/
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http://www.masonbruce.com/
http://www.forestecon.com/
http://www.pdx.edu/nerc/
http://ferm.forestry.oregonstate.edu/
http://ferm.forestry.oregonstate.edu/
http://www.beckgroupconsulting.com/

