
1 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

May 24, 2013 
 
 
Forest Roads Bills Reintroduced 
On May 16, the Silviculture Regulatory Consistency Act of 2013 was introduced in the House (HR 

2026) and Senate (S 971).  The bills make it clear that forest roads are to be regulated as nonpoint 

sources under the Federal Clean Water Act and will allow the EPA to continue to defer to the Best 

Management Practices (BMPs) regulatory systems used by individual states, as it has for the last 37 

years.  The bills are similar to those introduced in the last session of Congress. 

 

This legislation is needed to resolve what otherwise promises to be an ongoing problem.  Although the 

U.S. Supreme Court reversed the Ninth Circuit’s decision in NEDC v. Decker requiring National 

Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits under Section 402 (the point source 

provisions) of the Clean Water Act  (see, AFRC Newsletter March 22, 2013), the environmentalist 

plaintiffs have already gone back to Ninth Circuit seeking to continue the fight.  They have told the 

press they will continue to take every opportunity to challenge EPA’s interpretations of the statute.   

 

Uncertainty over whether forest roads are point, rather than nonpoint sources, leaves those roads subject 

to potential regulation by EPA.  Based on over three decades of experience, it is clear that BMPs, which 

can be tailored to on-the-ground conditions, are the best way to assure continued improvement in how 

run-off from forest roads is managed.  The Silviculture Regulatory Consistency Act will provide needed 

certainty to all users and owners of forest roads, including the federal government. 

 

Lead sponsors of the legislation include Senators Ron Wyden (D-OR) and Mike Crapo (R-ID), and 

Representatives Jaime Herrera Beutler (R-WA) and Kurt Schrader (D-OR). Additional co-sponsors 

include: Senators Max Baucus (D-MT) and James Risch (R-ID), and Representatives John Barrow (D-

GA), Dan Benishek (R-MI), Sanford Bishop (D-GA), Tom Cotton (R-AR), Jeff Duncan (R-SC), Doc 

Hastings (R-WA), Jack Kingston (R-GA), Rick Larsen (D-WA), Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-WA), 

Mike Michaud (D-ME), Collin Peterson (D-MN), Nick Rahall (D-WV), Reid Ribble (R-WI), Austin 

Scott (R-GA), Terri Sewell (D-AL), Mike Simpson (R-ID), Glenn “GT” Thompson (R-PA), Greg 

Walden (R-OR), Lynn Westmoreland (R-GA) and Don Young (R-AK). 

 

AFRC thanks the bills’ sponsors for standing up for common sense environmental protection.  /Ann 

Forest Burns 
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Wyden O&C Framework 
On May 23, Senator Ron Wyden (D-OR) announced his framework for legislation to resolve the 

gridlock on the O&C Lands.  In his press release, the Senator acknowledged the need to pass legislation 

that “will create jobs in the woods. . .and establish a permanent and stable source of revenue for O&C 

counties.”   Although the framework lacks any of the specifics that will be required to judge whether it 

can accomplish this, it contained the following basic elements of a path forward: 

 

 Setting aside lands for sustainable forest management; 

 Modernizing existing federal laws so that harvest can continue at a steady, sustainable and 

uninterrupted rate; 

 Increasing the share of timber revenues to the counties. 

 

AFRC looks forward to working closely with Senator Wyden on the specifics of a legislative package.  

To provide a lasting solution, the legislation will need to contain: 

 

 A specific annual harvest level mandate adequate to support local forest products infrastructure, 

communities, economies and governments; 

 Legislative provisions that provide real certainty that these timber harvest levels will be achieved 

and that forest management will be practiced on the ground, not fought over in the courtrooms;    

 An approach to timber management that is sustainable in the long term and protects our federal 

forests and neighboring private lands from catastrophic fire, insects and disease; 

 A management regime that is economical to operate and generates adequate net revenues to 

support local governments; 

 

For more than 20 years, those opposed to timber harvesting have used the inherent conflict between 

major pieces of federal legislation to keep the O&C lands from fulfilling their purpose of contributing to 

the economic stability of local communities.  Resolving those conflicts will not be an easy task.  As the 

Chairman of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee, Senator Wyden is in an excellent 

position to do that work. /Tom Partin 

 

Farm Bill Forestry Titles  
During the week of May 13, both the House and Senate Agriculture Committees passed their versions of 

the 2013 Farm Bill.  While the bill’s main objectives are to deal with agriculture, food crops, food 

stamps and the like, several very important forestry provisions have also been included in this years’ 

reauthorization that would improve management of our federal forests. Some of the amendments to the 

bill include: 

 

 Both bills include an extension of the Stewardship Contracting authority (the Senate makes it 

permanent, while the House extends it for 5 years).   

 The House bill would give the Forest Service expedited authority to address forest health 

problems on national forests suffering from insect, disease, or other forest health epidemics.  

Areas of 10,000 acres or less could be treated using the Category Exclusion (CE) NEPA process 

as opposed to doing an Environmental Impact Statement or Environmental Analysis.  The Senate 

bill includes a more modest expansion of HFRA authorities to deal with insect and disease 

infestations, but includes no CE.    

http://www.wyden.senate.gov/news/press-releases/wyden-announces-framework-for-oandc-legislation-offers-proposal-that-will-create-jobs-provide-revenue-to-counties-protect-old-growth-and-wilderness
http://www.wyden.senate.gov/download/oandc-legislative-framework
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 Representative Kurt Schrader (D-OR) sponsored an amendment that was added to the House bill 

authorizing the Forest Service to use designation by description and designation by prescription 

for traditional timber sales.  This should provide meaningful cost savings in sale layout and 

administration.      

 An amendment to the House bill by Representative Dan Benishek (R-MI) was passed that would 

direct the Forest Service to analyze how units of the National Forest System are meeting the 

needs of nearby wood products facilities.   

 Representative Bob Goodlatte (R-VA) successfully attached an amendment to the House bill  

directing the Secretary of Agriculture to provide an inventory of Forest Service roads not 

meeting plan standards, and a report on the Capital Improvement and Maintenance backlog on 

the National Forest System.   

 The House bill also includes an expansion of the “Good Neighbor Authority” to all states which 

would permit state governments to enter into agreements to help management on federal forests.  

 Finally, the bill also authorizes the Forest Service to hire back retirees to assist in developing and 

implementing land management projects.   

 

The House Farm Bill includes a far more comprehensive suite of forestry provisions than its Senate 

counterpart.  Hopefully those provisions will be included in a final Farm Bill resulting from a potential 

House-Senate Conference.  In the meantime, both bodies will need to debate and pass their respective 

measures. The Senate began debate on its bill before the Memorial Day recess and is expected to vote on 

final passage the first week of June; the House is expected to take up the bill on the floor sometime in 

June. / Tom Partin  

 

FY14 Appropriations Outlook 
On May 21, House appropriators outlined tentative budget allocations to each of their respective 

Subcommittees that oversee agency budgets for FY14.  The total discretionary funding proposed by the 

House is $967 billion, which is down from $1.043 trillion appropriated in FY13.   

 

The Interior, Environment and Related Agencies Subcommittee which is chaired by Representative 

Mike Simpson (R-ID) and has oversight of the Department of Interior, Forest Service and 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), was given a budget level of $24.3 billion or an approximate 

18 percent reduction from the FY13 ($28 billion) enacted level before the sequester.   

 

The Senate on the other hand plans to distribute $1.053 trillion to the 12 appropriation subcommittees 

that develop budgets for various agency operations.  They have not yet determined how to divvy up that 

spending among the various subcommittees.  There are also reports that Senate Democrats may opt to 

not markup an Interior Appropriations bill due to concerns about potentially controversial amendments 

dealing with the EPA.   

 

A $4 billion reduction by the House to the Interior spending bill will likely result in cuts to programs 

favored by both Democrats and Republicans.  AFRC will do our best to defend forest management, 

hazardous fuels and roads funding from additional cuts, but you can bet advocates for the arts, National 

Parks, and land acquisition will be doing the same from within the overall funding available in the 

Interior bill.  Some fiscal conservatives don’t think the cuts go far enough which may make it more 

difficult for Chairman Simpson to get his budget passed in the House by not having support from the 

Democrats and fiscally conservative Republicans.  Should the House Subcommittee reach agreement 
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any chance of the House and Senate agreeing on a spending plan considering the difference in the 

overall spending amounts appear to be dim.  That makes the possibility of using a Continuing 

Resolution (CR) to settle the appropriations debate again this year.  The CR process has taken its toll on 

agency people and programs because often final operating budget numbers aren’t released or decided 

until later into the fiscal year (this year the Forest Service allocations weren’t made to the individual 

forests until April).  Stay tuned. / Tom Partin  

 

New Washington Manager 
I would like to take the opportunity to introduce myself.  My name is Matt Comisky and I am the new 

Washington Manager.  I come to AFRC most recently from the Lewis District in the Pacific Cascades 

Region of the Washington DNR.  I spent nearly seven years as an engineer with DNR, assisting the 

foresters with road issues on state timber sales.  Prior to DNR, I worked for a variety of landowners as a 

consultant on engineering and forestry projects.  These projects included Road Design, RMAP and Fish 

Passage Work, Forest Management Plans, and some residential land development projects.   Between 

graduating from the University of Washington in 1991 with a BS in Forest Engineering and starting my 

consulting career, I worked as an engineer with Weyerhaeuser on their Vail Tree Farm. 

 

I currently live in Chehalis, Washington, with my wife, Jodi, and our two children Julia and Charlie. My 

personal time is kept busy with kid’s sports, school events, and my bees. We have a small apiary that 

provides us and many others with a decent honey supply.  

 

I am excited to be working for AFRC and I look forward to the opportunity to meet and work with many 

of you in the future.  Please feel free to contact me at 360-352-3910 or mcomisky@amforest.org. /Matt 

Comisky 

 

DNR Murrelet Long Term Strategy 
On May 16, the Washington Department of Natural Resources (DNR) announced it will hold public 

meetings on Phase 2 of scoping for its Marbled Murrelet Long Term Conservation Strategy (MM LTCS) 

required under the 1997 State Trust Lands Habitat Conservation Plan.  Four meetings will be held at 

various locations in western Washington: 

 

Wednesday, June 5  

5:00 - 7:00 p.m.  

Natural Resources Building 

1111 Washington St. SE, Room 175, Olympia 

 

Monday, June 10 

5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

DNR NW Region Office 

919 N. Township Street, Sedro-Woolley 

 

Wednesday, June 12 

5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

DNR Olympic Region Office 

411 Tillicum Lane, Forks 

 

mailto:mcomisky@amforest.org
http://www.dnr.wa.gov/ResearchScience/News/Pages/2013_05_16_murrelets_nr.aspx
http://www.dnr.wa.gov/ResearchScience/Topics/TrustLandsHCP/Pages/lm_hcp_marbled_murrelet_main.aspx
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Wednesday, June 19 

6:00- 9:00 p.m. 

Pacific County Courthouse Annex 

1216 W. Robert Bush Drive, South Bend 

 

The conceptual alternatives that are the framework for the meetings were presented to the Board of 

Natural Resources at its May 5 meeting.  This is Phase 2 of scoping for the MM LTCS. 

 

At the public meetings, DNR will provide information and gather input on the current proposal.  The 

format will be similar to the meetings for Phase 1 of scoping completed in May, 2012. (See, AFRC 

March 23, 2012 Newsletter.)  Oral testimony will not be taken.  DNR is encouraging written comment 

by July 1 using a comment card available at 

http://www.dnr.wa.gov/ResearchScience/Topics/TrustLandsHCP/Pages/lm_hcp_marbled_murrelet_mai

n.aspx#phasetwo . 

 

AFRC staff will attend each meeting and will prepare written comments prior to the July 1 deadline.  

Members are encouraged to attend the meetings, as well as provide written comments, to assure that 

your interest in active forest management consistent with DNR’s obligations under the HCP to minimize 

and mitigate for incidental take is fully taken into account. 

 

After the public meetings, the next step in the process will be the formulation of alternatives strategies to 

be displayed in a joint Draft Environmental Impact Statement by DNR and FWS later this year.  

Additional public comment will be taken on the DEIS before the Board of Natural Resources adopts a 

final MM LTCS which will be a major amendment to the HCP, approved the FWS. /Matt Comisky 

 

Social Services Support Zones 
The northern spotted owl is the driving force behind the collapse of dozens of timber dependent rural 

communities across the northwest, devastating local governments and drastically reducing the basic 

social services these governments can provide.  Despite setting aside millions of acres for the owl, its 

numbers continue to decline because it is being overtaken by its larger cousin, the barred owl, by a ratio 

of 4 to 1.  Without a massive effort to reduce the barred owl population (which the public will not 

allow), the spotted owl population will continue to decline no matter how many acres are dedicated to it. 

 

The FWS has dictated that any area that spotted owls have used in the last 25 years need to be protected 

even if spotted owls have not used them for decades.  They also dictate that areas that might support 

spotted owls need to be protected even though no spotted owl has ever used them.  These are called 

"predicted" owl sites.  The FWS estimates there are about 3,800 "known" sites and an undisclosed 

number of "predicted" sites.  Most of these sites are not being used by the spotted owl because they are 

infested with barred owls.  Each one of these vacant protected areas contain billions of dollars worth of 

timber that could be dedicated to supporting local communities rather than barred owls.  Below is the 

estimated total volume and value of spotted owl sites listed by each national forest. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dnr.wa.gov/Publications/em_bc_bnr_draftconceptualalternatives050713.pdf
http://www.dnr.wa.gov/Publications/amp_sepa_nonpro_mmphase2scoping_notice.pdf
http://www.amforest.org/images/pdfs/AFRC_Comments_on_DNR_MM_Conservation_Strategy_Phase_1_5-21-12.pdf
http://www.amforest.org/images/pdfs/AFRC_Newsletter_3-23-12.pdf
http://www.amforest.org/images/pdfs/AFRC_Newsletter_3-23-12.pdf
http://www.dnr.wa.gov/ResearchScience/Topics/TrustLandsHCP/Pages/lm_hcp_marbled_murrelet_main.aspx#phasetwo
http://www.dnr.wa.gov/ResearchScience/Topics/TrustLandsHCP/Pages/lm_hcp_marbled_murrelet_main.aspx#phasetwo
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  Volume/Site Value 

Deschutes 29,087,387 $11,634,955 

Fremont 28,582,409 $11,432,963 

Gifford 

Pinchot 120,131,070 $48,052,428 

Mt Baker-

Snoqualmie 223,765,465 $89,506,186 

Mt Hood 91,413,653 $36,565,461 

Okanogan 29,794,317 $11,917,727 

Olympic 532,096,849 $212,838,740 

Rogue River 79,026,532 $31,610,613 

Siskiyou 91,436,523 $36,574,609 

Siuslaw 194,673,083 $77,869,233 

Umpqua 121,207,461 $48,482,985 

Wenatchee 45,869,222 $18,347,689 

Willamette 118,869,721 $47,547,888 

Winema 37,741,819 $15,096,728 

 

The table below shows the annual volume and value production of these owls sites if they were managed 

under the principals of long-term sustained yield. 

 

  SO Site  Annual BF  Annual Value  

   Size (Acres) Growth/Site Increase/Site 

Deschutes 3,340 777,910 $311,164 

Fremont 3,340 857,184 $342,873 

Gifford 

Pinchot 3,340 1,858,788 $743,515 

Mt Baker-

Snoqualmie 6,657 3,226,632 $1,290,653 

Mt Hood 2,955 1,970,811 $788,324 

Okanogan 3,340 530,753 $212,301 

Olympic 14,271 13,185,601 $5,274,240 

Rogue River 2,955 1,424,669 $569,868 

Siskiyou 3,340 992,809 $397,124 

Siuslaw 4,523 4,351,747 $1,740,699 

Umpqua 2,955 1,859,484 $743,793 

Wenatchee 3,340 776,499 $310,600 

Willamette 2,955 2,526,496 $1,010,598 

Winema 3,340 913,974 $365,589 
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The Willamette for example, has 618 known sites and 124 predicated sites where spotted owls have 

never been known to exist.  Of these 124 predicted sites, 46 are outside of Congressionally withdrawn 

areas.  If these 46 predicted sites were classified as Social Services Support Zones (SSSZ's) for the 

purpose of supporting local governments, $2,187,202,848 ( yes, that's 2 billion!!) could be generated 

from the first harvest and provide a long term sustainable income of $46,487,524 per year forever.   

 

Every national forest and BLM District is protecting predicted owl sites.  I believe that protecting our 

rural communities is far more important than protecting virtual, computer generated predicted owl sites, 

and we should dedicate these lands to them the same way the FWS is dedicating them to only support 

barred owls. /Ross Mickey 

 

Merkley Letter to Commissioners 
On May 20, Senator Jeff Merkley (D-OR) wrote a letter to Oregon County Commissioners impacted by 

management on the O&C lands.  In his letter the Senator noted how troubled he was with the closing of 

the Rough and Ready sawmill in Cave Junction and the need “to develop and implement a sustainable 

forest management strategy that both works for communities that need jobs and also protects our forest 

ecosystems.”  Merkley also outlined his core pillars for such a management model.  Those included:   

 

1. Provide for a robust and reliable timber supply 

2. Protect forest ecosystems, including the most special places in our forests.  

3. Provide reliable funding for counties 

 

Merkley also pointed out that with his appointment to the Senate Interior and Environment 

Appropriations Subcommittee, which develops the budget for the BLM and Forest Service, he can be in 

a position to help those agencies secure better funding.  He also believes that efficiencies in planning 

timber sales can be made in advance of timber sales, so more volume can move faster.   

 

Finally, Merkley stated “I believe that this year is the best window for developing a permanent solution 

for the O&C lands that meets the core pillars described above, and I am committed to working with 

Senator Wyden, the House delegation, Governor Kitzhaber, the O&C counties and other stakeholders to 

make it happen.”   

 

AFRC thanks Senator Merkley for engaging in this very important issue and hopes that he can be a part 

of the group that finally brings a reasonable solution back to the management of our federal forests. / 

Tom Partin   

 

A to Z Stewardship 
The Colville National Forest has issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) for the Mill Creek A to Z 

Stewardship project.  This project is unique in that it allows potential purchasers to bid on the project 

from the beginning NEPA work, through sale layout, road work, marking, and harvest.  

 

This is the first contract of its kind to help increase the pace and scale of future restoration/timber sales.  

This concept was initially suggested by a potential purchaser and has been vetted through the Colville 

forest, Region 6 Regional Office, and the Washington DC office.  This is considered a pilot project and 

much effort was made to assure that the agency is maintaining its functions and decision making 

responsibilities while attempting to make the project economically feasible.  Work may include, but is 
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not limited to, meeting requirements of NEPA, unit layout, cruising, marking, road and trail 

maintenance; work to improve soil productivity, habitat for wildlife or fisheries, or other resource 

values; setting prescribed fires; removing vegetation to promote healthy forest stands, reduce fire 

hazards, or achieve other land management objectives; restore and maintain wildlife and fish habitat; 

and control noxious and exotic weeds and reestablish native plant species.  Work to be performed will 

depend upon product value and available funding. 

 

The deadline for RFP’s is June 19.  A conference call and tour will be held on May 30 beginning at 9:00 

am at the Colville National Forest headquarters.  Interested individuals are to RSVP to Mariah Morris; 

mmorris@fs.fed.us and reference Solicitation Number AG-05G1-S-13-9001. /Maurice Williamson 

 

Malheur 10-Year Stewardship  
On May 19, the Malheur National Forest announced that their 10-year stewardship contract will now be 

a 3-4 year Integrated Resource Timber Contract (IRTC).  Approximately 30 mmbf will be offered in the 

new IRTC and requires that a percentage of the volume be processed by local forest infrastructure.  The 

original 10-year stewardship project was to provide a predictable and sustainable volume of timber and 

to assist the local economy while getting critical restoration work done on the forest.  Between 70 and 

80 percent of the forest’s total volume offered each year would have been allocated to this 10-year 

contract.   

 

The Malheur issued a press released stating “the accelerated restoration work on the Malheur National 

Forest will continue as planned using an Integrated Resource Timber Contract (IRTC) with a 3-4 year 

term of completion rather than the initial 10-year term as previously indicated.”  The originally proposed 

10-year stewardship contract term was determined to not be feasible because all of the volume could not 

be identified and offered for sale in the first year.  The IRTC, which is also a stewardship contract, 

would require benefit to local communities in Grant and Harney Counties. 

 

In lieu of the 10-year contract a variety of contracting tools including IRTC, Integrated Resource Service 

Contracts and traditional timber sale contracts will be utilized to offer volume from the accelerated 

restoration program over the next 10 years. /Irene Jerome 
 

R-1 Litigation - Epidemic Levels 
Foresters in Region 1 who are trying to implement forest health and restoration treatments for dead and 

dying forests are running into an accelerated attack by environmental groups who are using the court 

system to shut down many needed forest management efforts.  In FY12 alone, nine complaints were 

filed which either halted or slowed down the harvest of over 117 mmbf of timber and restoration on 

12,000 acres.   

 

Already in FY13, there are two complaints and two notices of intent to sue designed to tie up an 

additional 40 mmbf and halt restoration on 4,000 acres.  Region 1 is ground zero for many forest health 

issues, including epidemic levels of insect infestation which have wiped out hundreds of thousands of 

acres of lodgepole pine throughout the Region.  Moreover, these lawsuits jeopardize the existence of the 

fragile forest products infrastructure left in Idaho and Montana and thereby any hope for healthy forests 

in the Region.   

 

mailto:mmorris@fs.fed.us
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In addition to the recently filed suits, the Region has ongoing litigation for a number of other projects, 

including Colt Summit, Grizzly Vegetation and Transportation and Management, Miller West Fisher 

and the Bussell 484 project.  Together, these lawsuits jeopardize the harvest of nearly 55 mmbf and halt 

management efforts on some 3,500 acres.   

 

On May 17, in a decision with mixed results, U.S. District Judge Dana Christensen ruled that the Forest 

Service violated the Endangered Species Act by not reinitiating consultation when critical habitat for the 

Canada lynx was designated on 11 national forests in the Northern Rocky Mountains in 2009.   

However, because the plaintiffs failed to show likely and irreparable harm tied to specific projects, the 

Judge refused to enjoin any project while the reconsultation is proceeding. 

 

The barrage of lawsuits are coming from a few groups with a well-defined mission and history of trying 

to halt Forest Service projects by filing appeals, seeking injunctions, and then, when the agency settles 

in an attempt to get at least some work done on the ground, getting a payday under the Equal Access to 

Justice Act.  Major plaintiffs on Region 1 projects in 2012—2013 include:  Alliance for the Wild 

Rockies - eight cases, Native Ecosystem Council - five cases, Friends of the Wild Swan - three cases, 

and Swan View Coalition - three cases.  The lynx lawsuit was filed by Cottonwood Environmental Law 

Center.   

 

Congress needs to take a close look at the number and type of lawsuits being filed in Region 1 and 

throughout the West aimed a stymieing forest restoration.  The Forest Service is doing its best to try to 

manage forest health problems, but while they have the tools to deal with epidemic levels of insect and 

disease infestations, they are ill equipped to handle the epidemic of lawsuits being filed to thwart their 

every effort.  Something has got to change! / Tom Partin  

 

Eastside Restoration Strategy 
The Eastside Restoration Strategy is a unified effort between the Forest Service’s Washington Office, 

Region 6 Regional Office, Ochoco, Umatilla, Wallowa Whitman and Malheur National Forests. The 

strategy is focused on promoting landscape scale restoration to severely overstocked forests that are 

perilously vulnerable to uncharacteristic wildfire and insect and disease outbreaks.  In addition, rural 

communities in these regions are in desperate need of the economic stability that goes hand in hand with 

a stable and predictable supply of raw material from federal lands.  Over 70 percent of the land in these 

counties is federally owned. 

 

In the short term federal officials intend to move rapidly to increase restoration work by treating more 

acres, which in turn will lead to increased jobs and timber supply in eastern Oregon.   Restoration work 

in these areas relies on a viable wood products industry.  The effort will focus on doing things 

differently in order to increase the amount of forest restoration done with active management.   The 

concept is to build on - not replace- the work that is already underway on the four national forests in 

cooperation with their respective public collaborative groups.   

 

An interdisciplinary team leader is in place and the interdisciplinary team is in the process of being 

hired.  A “coalition” of collaboratives is currently being considered and the Eastern Oregon Association 

of Counties (EOAC) has agreed to serve in the role of convener.  The first meeting is expected to be 

held in mid-June and EOAC is currently working on setting a date and location. /Irene Jerome 
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Heath Named Deputy RF 
Becki Heath, currently the Forest Supervisor on the Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest has been 

named new Deputy Regional Forester for Region 6.  Heath has worked for the Forest Service since 1980 

and has a Bachelor of Science degree from Oregon State University and a Master’s Degree in forest 

management from the University of Washington.   

 

Heath will be one of two Deputy Regional Foresters working under Regional Forester Kent 

Connaughton.   “We are excited to have Becki join our leadership team in Portland, and in my mind, 

Becki is an outstanding leader who brings energy, knowledge and wisdom to her new position,” stated 

Connaughton.   

 

Other assignments for Heath included working on the Mt. Hood, Ochoco, Umatilla, and Deschutes 

National Forests in Oregon and on the Gallatin National Forest in Montana before becoming Forest 

Supervisor on the Okanogan-Wenatchee in 2007.  AFRC looks forward to working with Becki in her 

new role in the Regional Office. / Tom Partin  
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