
 

 
 

Background:  BLM Resource Management Plans for Western Oregon - 2016 
 

 
The federal Bureau of Land Management (BLM) manages over 
2.5 million acres of forestland in Western Oregon, including over 
2 million acres of unique "O&C" lands.   The BLM is adopting new 
Resource Management Plans (RMPs) to guide the future 
management of these lands for decades – shaping future timber 
harvest levels, revenues for counties, forest sector employment, 
habitat for species, and forest health conditions.      
 
BLM O&C Lands are Unique:  The O&C Act of 1937 requires these 
lands to be managed for sustained-yield timber production to 
generate shared revenues for county governments and raw 
materials for local industries.  No other federal forestlands are 
managed under this type of mandate.   
 
Once in private ownership, the O&C lands are largely found along 
the I-5 corridor in a unique “checkerboard” pattern, interspersed 
with private timberlands. 
 
Impacts of Timber Harvest Reductions:  For decades, the O&C 
lands were managed under sustained-yield forest management 

to generate timber harvest levels roughly even with the annual growth of these lands – 1.2 billion board feet.  
Beginning in the 1990’s, O&C harvest levels fell to less than 200 million board feet (mmbf) – approximately 
15 percent of the annual growth.  The lack of sustainable harvests has had a profound impact on the health 
of these forests and local communities, the timber industry, and the county governments that rely on shared 
timber receipts to fund essential services. 
 
High Federal Forest Ownership in Oregon:  Between the BLM and the US Forest Service, the federal 
government owns 60 percent of Oregon’s forests.  In some southwest Oregon counties, where the 
concentration of BLM O&C lands is the highest, the federal government owns nearly 75 percent.  Local mills 
and rural economies simply can’t survive without an adequate and predictable supply of federal timber.  
 
O&C County Timber Revenues:   The 18 O&C counties have long relied on shared timber revenues from O&C 
timber harvests to fund basic county services like law enforcement, mental health services, and roads.  
These revenues, as well as federal timber subsidy programs adopted by Congress, have declined 
significantly. Without increased harvests, the O&C counties will receive just 25 percent of the timber 
revenue they once relied upon, forcing some into bankruptcy and others to slash services further.   
 
BLM Annual Forest Growth Far Exceeds Current Harvests and Mortality:  The BLM lands in Western Oregon 
currently grow at an annual rate of 1.4 billion board feet, while approximately 200 mmbf is removed 
through harvest and 140 mmbf dies annually.  As a result, the BLM lands add nearly 1.1 billion board feet of 
standing volume each year, resulting in overstocking and an increased risk of catastrophic wildfire.       
 



Total BLM Forest Volume Continues to Grow: The standing volume of timber on BLM lands has grown from 
46 billion board feet in 1940 to 73 billion board feet today.  During this period, about 15 billion board feet 
was harvested by Oregonians to produce American-made wood products.  
 
Inability to Implement BLM RMPs:  BLM lands in Western Oregon are currently being managed under the 
1990’s-era Northwest Forest Plan (NWFP).  If the BLM implemented the NWFP as written, it would be 
generating harvest levels of about 400 mmbf – including 277 mmbf from the 28 percent of the BLM lands 
designated for ongoing, sustained timber harvests and an additional 123 mmbf in thinning volume from the 
remaining 72 percent of the forests dedicated to wildlife habitat, riparian areas, etc.   
 
The current harvest levels of about 200 mmbf are just half of those outlined in the plan.  Multiple factors – 
including agency inaction, litigation and conflicting regulations –have prevented the BLM from achieving the 
desired ecological, economic, and social outcomes.  There is no reason to believe that the “new” RMPs will 
achieve the projected timber harvest levels, or be able to achieve other plan goals, under the same 
regulatory and legal framework that has consistently undermined the implementation of the NWFP.  
 
BLM RMPs Will Have No Effect on Spotted Owl Populations:  Despite reducing timber harvest levels by 90% 
on 22 million acres of federal forests across the Pacific Northwest, Northern Spotted Owl populations have 
declined by 55%-75% since 1992.  Research has confirmed that the primary reason for continued declines is 
due to competition from the barred owl, a larger, more aggressive species.  The science raises serious 
questions about the spotted owl’s long-term prognosis in light of growing barred owls populations.  The 
new RMP will set aside wide swaths of the BLM lands for the spotted owl even though the agency’s own 
analysis shows this will have no effect on the trajectory of the spotted owl. 
 
BLM’s Draft RMPs Lacked More Balanced Alternatives:  Unfortunately, the BLM did not consider a plan 
alternative to manage more of the O&C forests to achieve both environmental and economic objectives – 
despite calls by counties, industry and recent Oregon newspaper editorials (excerpts below): 
 
“Minimally, BLM needs to extend its comment period and develop more alternatives to be considered. But it is 
unlikely to develop any alternative that would be acceptable to the industry, counties and environmental 
advocates. Congress, not a government agency, needs to step up and help solve this long-festering 
problem……The Oregon delegation simply cannot afford to let another opportunity pass it by. The remaining 
sawmills in the state need to know that they can get logs in the future so they can make business decisions.” – 
Portland Oregonian, July 5, 2015 
 
“The BLM needs to include at least one additional alternative, one that shows the effects of adherence to the 
1937 act. At a minimum, such an alternative would illustrate the environmental and economic tradeoffs 
implied by the law. It might also goad Congress to do what needs to be done: Pass legislation that modernizes 
the legal basis for O&C lands management, incorporating current environmental concerns and providing 
counties with a greater degree of self-sufficiency.” – Eugene Register-Guard, June 20, 2015 
 
“Many of the former Oregon & California Railroad lands, designated by Congress to be managed for sustained 
timber harvest, are now overgrown with too many trees, posing an increased risk of catastrophic wildfire and 
threatening the habitat of the wildlife that was supposed to be protected by leaving forests unlogged….they 
(environmentalists) need to explain why continuing to keep harvest levels far below the growth rate of these 
lands is a good idea. Barring that explanation, the BLM's plans are a lose-lose proposition for Oregon, both 
economically and environmentally.” – Medford Mail Tribune, June 28, 2015 
 
 
 
 


