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July 7, 2016 

 

The Honorable Lisa Murkowski  

Chairwoman 

Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, 

 and Related Agencies 

United States Senate 

709 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC  20510 

 

The Honorable Tom Udall  

Ranking Member 

Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, 

 and Related Agencies 

United States Senate 

531 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC  20510 

 

The Honorable Ken Calvert 

Chairman 

Subcommittee on Interior, Environment,  

  and Related Agencies 

U.S. House of Representatives 

2205 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, DC  20515 

 

The Honorable Betty McCollum 

Ranking Member 

Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, 

 and Related Agencies 

U.S. House of Representatives 

2256 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, DC  20515 

Dear Chair Murkowski and Calvert, Ranking Member Udall and McCollum: 

 

We are writing to ask for your support to honor the Federal government’s statutory obligation to 

manage approximately two million acres of Oregon & California (O&C) Lands for sustained 

yield timber production and to support essential services in 18 Western Oregon counties.  The 

Federal government will not be able to meet its legal obligations under this statute unless the 

Congress provides adequate funding for the Bureau of Land Management Western Oregon 

Resource Management program in Fiscal Year 2017 (FY17). 

 

The health and vitality of county governments, communities, and local infrastructure is 

threatened by the BLM’s flawed proposed resource management plan (PRMP) and reductions in 

appropriations for the Western Oregon timber management program.  We respectfully ask that 

you support two important FY17 priorities for the statutorily unique O&C Lands in Western 

Oregon.  Both priorities are crucial to Oregon’s rural counties, the state’s economy, and the 

members of our organizations, which represent the engine of Oregon’s $12.7 billion, 76,000 

employee forest products sector.  

   

Increase the Funding Level for the BLM Western Oregon Resource Management Program 

to at least $116 million in FY17.  

 

Funding for the BLM Western Resource Management Program supports timber harvesting 

activities across more than two million acres of O&C Lands.  The O&C Act of 1937 requires that 

the O&C lands be managed for ongoing, sustained-yield timber production to generate shared 



revenues for essential county services like sheriff patrols, libraries, mental health services, jails, 

and road maintenance, as well as raw materials for local industry.  No other federal forestlands in 

the country are managed under this type of mandate.   

 

Beginning in the 1990’s, O&C harvest levels fell to less than 200 million board feet (mmbf) – 

approximately 15 percent of the annual sustained growth.  The lack of sustainable harvests has 

had a profound impact on the health of these forests and local communities, the timber 

infrastructure, and the county governments that rely on shared timber receipts to fund essential 

services.  While multiple factors contributed to the harvest reductions, there is a direct 

correlation between the BLM’s available funding and the amount of timber the agency can offer 

for sale.      

 

We were disappointed that Congress adopted the Obama Administration’s FY16 budget proposal 

to reduce Western Oregon Resource Management account by over $6 million, from $113.8 

million in FY15 to $107.7 million in FY16.  Even more alarming is the proposal to reduce the 

program by an additional $5 million in the Senate’s FY17 Interior, Environment, and Related 

Agencies Appropriations bill.  If implemented, these funding reductions will result in reduced 

capacity for the timber sale planning activities required to offer timber sales for harvest. 

 

Your subcommittees have rightly questioned the BLM’s management of these lands through bill 

report language.  But the proposed funding levels fall well short of providing the resources 

needed to increase timber harvests.  In fact, estimates provided in the BLM’s PRMP indicate that 

at least $140 million is needed to fully implement the current resource management plan and its 

400 mmbf timber sale program.  The same estimates show that it will require at least $116 

million to achieve the reduced 278 mmbf sale program outlined in the BLM’s proposed resource 

management plan.   

 

We strongly believe that $116 million for the Western Oregon Resource Management account is 

the minimum funding necessary to make progress towards meeting the BLM’s statutory 

obligation to offer sustained yield of timber; improve the health of hundreds of thousands of 

acres of overstocked Federal forests; create and sustain private sector jobs in economically 

distressed communities; and to generate additional timber revenues for the O&C Counties and 

the U.S. Treasury.  While we have serious concerns with the legality of the PRMP, an 

appropriated amount less than $116 million will ensure the BLM will fail to implement the 

modest timber harvest goals of the plan.  

 

Require the BLM to Offer an Acceptable Minimum Level of Harvest in Response to the 

Agency’s Flawed PRMP 

 

Both committees adopted report language expressing concerns about the BLM’s proposed 

resource management plan and its compliance with the O&C Act.  We share the same 

fundamental concerns:  

 

 The PRMP would limit sustained yield timber production to less than 20 percent of the 

total O&C land base, despite federal law clearly stating that all O&C timberlands shall be 

managed for sustained yield.   



 

 The PRMP would devastate southwest Oregon, a geographic area with the highest 

concentration of O&C Lands and that faces the greatest risk of wildfire.  If implemented, 

the PRMP would reduce proactive management in southwest Oregon by more than 50 

percent, and shift more work to the northern BLM districts where more intensive harvests 

would occur. 

 

Despite universal criticism and calls for change from bipartisan members of Oregon’s 

Congressional Delegation, the 18 O&C counties, the forest products industry, and newspapers 

across Oregon, the BLM is expected to formally adopt this flawed plan this summer.  While the 

O&C counties and industry will likely initiate a legal challenge to the plan, there is a clear need 

for the Congress to take immediate action to compel the BLM to honor its legal obligations to 

Western Oregon.   

 

In light of the BLM’s refusal to modify its flawed plan, we respectfully request that the 

Committee work with members of the Oregon Congressional Delegation to include a minimum 

timber sale volume in any final FY17 Appropriations bill.   There is a surprising consensus 

around the appropriate level of harvest from the BLM O&C lands.  Senator Ron Wyden’s goal 

for his O&C legislation was 450 mmbf of timber harvests per year.  Legislation championed by 

Democrats and Republicans and passed by the U.S. House of Representatives in the 113th 

Congress would have led to annual harvests of 550 mmbf per year.  The federal O&C Act 

included an initial minimum volume requirement of 500 mmbf.  We ask that the Congress 

provide clear legislative direction to the BLM on expected timber volume outcomes that reflect 

the final appropriation.      

 

Communities across Western Oregon are suffering the consequences of the federal government’s 

failure to honor its obligations under the O&C Act.  We urge the Committee to provide the 

funding and legislative direction needed to help remedy this injustice. 

 

Thank you for your consideration.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Travis Joseph 

President 

 

cc:   Oregon Congressional Delegation 


