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Washington D.C. Updates 
Appropriations.  December is shaping up as a busy (and controversial) month for Congress as it 

also seeks to advance tax reform legislation, provide additional disaster relief funding, increase 

the debt limit, and extend the federal flood insurance program.  Congress will also have to tackle 

appropriations as the Federal government is currently operating under a Fiscal Year 2018 (FY18) 

Continuing Resolution (CR) that funds the government through December 8.  The House and 

Senate passed the CR as part of a package that provided supplemental disaster relief funding that 

also suspended the debt limit through December 8.   

 

On November 20, the Senate Interior Appropriations Subcommittee finally released its draft of 

an FY18 Interior appropriations bill, which funds the Department of the Interior, the Forest 

Service, and EPA.  The House passed its Interior Appropriations bill as part of an omnibus 

funding bill on September 14.  The cost of wildfire suppression funding continues to grow and 

would stand at $3.6 billion in FY18 under the Senate proposal, which would be equal to the 10-

year average plus $507 million in additional emergency firefighting funds for the Forest Service 

and Department of the Interior.  The Senate bill would also end the practice of “fire borrowing” 

by allowing the agencies to tap into emergency funding when budgeted suppression funds are 

exhausted in future years.  However, it does not include reforms to reduce the growth of the 10-

year average within the Forest Service’s discretionary budget. 

 

The Senate bill would provide $101.4 million for the BLM Western Oregon/O&C Resource 

Management program, which is about $3 million less than the House funding bill and $6 million 

less than FY17.  However, the mark is higher than the Trump Administration’s FY18 request 

level, which proposed a disappointing $17 million reduction to manage the statutorily unique 

O&C lands in Western Oregon.  This is the third consecutive year that additional cuts to the 

O&C program have been proposed by the Senate Interior Appropriations Subcommittee, which 

is Chaired by Lisa Murkowski (R-AK).  AFRC has weighed in with the House and Senate 

leadership expressing our disappointment with the Senate funding proposal and support for 

adequate BLM O&C funding. 

 

The Forest Service received more encouraging funding levels.  While the Forest Products 

(NFTM) line item would see a $2.3 million reduction to $365.5 million, the Committee Report 

directs the agency to develop a plan to achieve a four billion board foot timber target and directs 

the agency to exclude personal firewood from timber sale accomplishments.  Hazardous fuels 

reduction would receive an additional $3 million.  The biggest winner was the Capital 

Improvements & Maintenance – Roads program, which would receive a $38 million increase (18 
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percent) under the bill.  AFRC and the Federal Forest Resource Coalition (FFRC) have long 

advocated for increased road funding.  Finally, the Senate bill would provide $69.5 million for 

land acquisition, a potential $14 million increase over FY17. 

 

Like last year, the Senate Interior Appropriations bill also includes several forest management 

reforms, including requiring that the BLM and Forest Service only consider the proposed action 

and the no-action alternative for collaborative forest management projects.  This provision was 

also included in H.R. 2936, the Resilient Federal Forests Act.  The spending bill also includes a 

fix to the prohibition on certain road maintenance and reconstruction activities under the Good 

Neighbor Authority and a legislative rider targeting the Ninth Circuit’s Cottonwood decision 

requiring re-consultation under the ESA at the plan level.  Finally, the bill would legislatively 

undo the application of the Roadless Rule in Alaska and seek to undo the Obama 

Administration’s transition to young growth management on the Tongass National Forest.  

 

Forestry Reforms.  With the December 8 deadline approaching, Republican leadership will have 

to move quickly to resolve differences between their appropriations measures.  It is possible that 

a broader forest management and fire funding reform package could be included in a final FY18 

appropriations bill.  On one hand, there seems to be more support than ever from key players in 

the House and Senate, including the leadership of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources 

Committee – Chairman Lisa Murkowski (R-AK) and Ranking Member Maria Cantwell (D-WA).  

On October 4, 17 Senators signed onto a Western Caucus letter to House and Senate leadership 

in support of coupling management reforms with a fire funding fix.    

 

On the same day, the White House Office of Management and Budget (OMB) sent a letter to 

Congressional leadership regarding additional emergency supplemental appropriations bills in 

response to this year’s hurricanes and wildfires.  In its letter, OMB expressed its desire to see 

forest management reforms coupled with a fix to end the practice of fire borrowing, where the 

Forest Service is forced to rob management accounts when it exhausts its wildfire suppression 

budget: 

 

“The Administration believes that the problem of wildfire "borrowing" must be addressed in a 

more structured, long-term manner.  However, additional funding alone will not reverse the 

worsening trend of catastrophic wildfires that threaten our forests, critical habitats, and 

communities that border public lands. Active forest management and other reforms must be 

part of the solution to curb the cost and destruction of wildfires.” 

 

However, on November 3, 28 Democrat Senators sent a 16-page letter to OMB outlining their 

priorities and policy positions on a future end-of-the-year supplemental appropriations bill.  In 

the letter, the Senators addressed their opposition to the inclusion of federal forest management 

reforms with a fire funding fix:  

 

“We believe that access to the Disaster Cap, and stopping this erosion of the agencies' budgets, 

coupled with their existing authorities, will produce increased active forestry management and 

therefore oppose linking any forestry reforms to this solution to ending wildfire borrowing.” 
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Senator Maria Cantwell was the only Democratic Senator from California, Oregon, and 

Washington not to sign onto that letter.  AFRC continues urging Congressional leadership to 

enact a package of fire funding and forest management reforms – the only effective, holistic 

approach to begin restoring forest health.  We will soon find out whether Congress does both, 

one, or neither – something that is entirely possible given the systemic dysfunction in 

Washington, D.C. /Heath Heikkila 

 

New Video Celebrates AFRC Support of Habitat for Humanity Build in 
Springfield 
After some less-than-ideal living situations, Springfield resident Nayeli Navarrete Bravo and her 

daughter, Alitza, recently became homeowners thanks to a partnership between Habitat for 

Humanity and the American Forest Resource Council.  A new video produced by the Oregon 

Forest Resources Institute (OFRI) tells their story.   

 

“Build a House – Frame a Future” highlights the forest sector’s contributions to the 

Springfield/Eugene Habitat for Humanity project sponsored by AFRC, whose members donated 

locally produced wood products, volunteer hours or cash donations to help build a new home in 

east Springfield for Nayeli and Alitza.  The year-long project was completed this past summer. 

 

“This project embodies what the forest products industry is all about,” said Travis Joseph, 

president of AFRC, who was born and raised in Springfield.  “We work in the woods, help care 

for our public lands, and make products every Oregonian depends on every day – including the 

lumber in our homes. Our members care deeply about the communities in which they live, work, 

and play and this home is another reminder of that commitment.  We are honored and thrilled to 

be using our industry’s local products and expertise to build a home for Nayeli and her daughter 

Alitza – they could not be more deserving.”  

 

To create a four-minute video about the project, OFRI documented the entire process starting 

from growing and logging the trees in the forest, to milling, to construction, to the family moving 

into their finished home.  You can watch “Build a House – Frame a Future on YouTube: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E1RQDlIEhU4   

 

AFRC Launches Second Habitat for Humanity Home in Lacey, WA 
On November 10, AFRC staff were joined by the Ahmed and Townes Family, representatives 

from the local forest products industry, South Puget Sound Habitat for Humanity, and 

Washington state’s Commissioner of Public Lands, Hilary Franz, for a Wall Raising event to 

formally kick off construction of a two-story, three-bedroom home for a deserving family in the 

Deyoe Vista neighborhood in Lacey, Washington.  

Like AFRC’s Habitat for Humanity project in Springfield, Oregon, AFRC’s members will 

provide locally-manufactured lumber and wood products, volunteer hours, and cash donations to 

build a home for the Ahmed and Townes Family.  During AFRC’s “Build Day” on November 

10, staff was able to complete the sub-flooring and construct two walls.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E1RQDlIEhU4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E1RQDlIEhU4
http://spshabitat.org/housing-programs/homeownership/what-we-build-for-homeowners/
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“We are honored and thrilled to be using our members’ local products and expertise – and 

tapping into their passion for and commitment to rural communities – to build a home for Sharaf, 

Kayleigh, and their two kids Auriaunna and Bilal,” said AFRC President Travis Joseph at the 

Wall Raising Ceremony.  “This project – this home – would not be possible without the generous 

contributions of all of AFRC’s members.  Members – more than 50 businesses small and large – 

from all five states where we work have contributed in some way to this home in Lacey.  It’s a 

special project for a special family.”    

An affiliate of Habitat for Humanity International, South Puget Sound (SPS) Habitat for 

Humanity is dedicated to the principle that everyone in our community deserves a safe, decent, 

and affordable place to live.  “South Puget Sound Habitat for Humanity can be summed up by 

the statement ‘We build,’ but what we build is so much more than housing.  We build strength, 

stability and self-reliance through our affordable homeownership program. But we can’t do it 

alone and we truly believe that SPS Habitat is an expression of our community’s generosity, 

compassion and commitment to positive change, an expression best exemplified by organizations 

like American Forest Resource Council” said Shawna Dutton, South Puget Sound Habitat for 

Humanity Interim Operations Manager. 

In partnership with SPS Habitat, the Ahmed and Townes Family will complete over 400 hours of 

volunteer “sweat equity” including helping with the construction of other Habitat homes at 

Deyoe Vista, homeowner education courses, and building their own home.  When the house and 

the program requirements are completed, the Ahmed and Townes Family will purchase their 
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home with an affordable Habitat mortgage that sets the monthly mortgage payment at no more 

than 30% of their combined income at the time of sale.  

The Wall Raising event included remarks by SPS Habitat Board President, Craig Haines; SPS 

Habitat Interim Operations Manager Shawna Dutton, AFRC President Travis Joseph, and 

Commissioner Hilary Franz.  In addition to introducing the Ahmed and Townes Family, 

attendees were also invited to raise the very first wall of the new home.  The home is expected to 

be completed in the Spring of 2018. /Travis Joseph   

 

Loggers Suppressing Wildfires 
The Forest Service had their hands full this summer conducting initial attack on the numerous 

lightning induced fire-starts throughout Oregon.  The Umpqua National Forest was no exception 

where the fire staff was tasked with locating and suppressing approximately 115 lightning-

caused fire-starts over the course of the summer.  During a busy fire season like this year, the 

Forest Service’s initial attack effectiveness can be burdened by a scarcity of resources, in the 

form of both manpower and equipment needed to both locate fire starts and then quickly 

suppress them.  Capable assistance is typically welcomed by the Forest Service if it’s available at 

the right place at the right time. 

 

One form of such assistance that may surprise the average Oregonian is logging companies.  

Timber fallers, heavy equipment operators, and truck drivers provide a set of eyes in the woods 

capable of locating fire starts early.  Additionally, most logging operations have equipment on 

site that can function dually.  For example, a track-mounted skidder that is typically used for 

pulling felled trees out of the woods can also be used to create large fuel breaks to contain fire 

growth.  In recent years, the North Umpqua Ranger District has received this type of assistance 

in both fire spotting and suppression thanks to the fact that there were active logging operations 

ongoing during, and in the vicinity of, the lighting storms.   

 

Weber Logging, based in Roseburg, and their contractors, have been working on a timber sale in 

the Lower Steamboat drainage called ‘Jack’ since 2015.  On July 22 of that year, Weber decided 

to shut down their operations in the early afternoon as a lightning storm moved into the vicinity.  

They had 13 employees, two dozers, three fire trucks, and six additional pieces of logging 

equipment on site.  The next morning at 3:30 a.m. one of the heavy equipment operators reported 

a fire burning several miles from their timber sale.  This report was relayed to the Umpqua 

National Forest dispatch center and a few members of the logging crew began efforts to locate 

and size-up the fire.  Shortly after, the crew brought down their fire truck and began suppression 

tactics.  Loggers equipped with shovels strung a length of hose down the hill and began 

containing the small fire.  According to the foreman, they had the fire extinguished within 30 

minutes of engagement.  They left their fire truck on site in case the fire re-ignited, notified the 

Forest Service of their progress, and got back to work on their logging job.  Later that day, Forest 

Service crews dug a fuel break around the extinguished fire. 

 

Following a relatively slow fire season in 2016, Weber Logging was once again active on the 

Jack timber sale during the summer of 2017.  And, once again, they located and reported a fire 

start near their logging units.  Forest Service hotshot crews arrived on scene and initiated 

suppression tactics.  The extent and amount of the lightning-caused fires on the Umpqua 
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National Forest coupled with the high demand for fire resources both in and out of the region this 

summer resulted in a scenario where many of the lighting starts were difficult to locate in a 

timely manner, followed by the inability of the Forest Service to adequately staff initial attack 

efforts.  What is important for the Umpqua to know is that as long as the agency strives to do its 

part to maintain a healthy timber products industry in the Umpqua Basin through a reliable and 

sustainable National Forest timber sale program, that industry will continue to do what it can to 

assist in fire suppression during busy fire seasons.  /Andy Geissler 

 

Fire Salvage Planning Underway in Western Oregon 
The first timber salvage project from the 2017 summer fires in Western Oregon is progressing 

through the NEPA process this fall.  The McKenzie River Ranger District of the Willamette 

National Forest issued a Draft Decision Memo that would facilitate the salvage of dead and 

dying trees associated with the Potato Hill Fire that burned south of Lost Lake in September.  

The District is exercising its authority to issue decisions that are categorically excluded from 

documentation in an Environmental Impact Statement or Environmental Analysis.  One such 

category is described in Forest Service Handbook 1909.15, Chapter 30, Section 32.2(13) as 

“Salvage of dead and/or dying trees not to exceed 250 acres, requiring no more than ½ mile of 

temporary road construction.”  This category has been utilized in past years by both the Forest 

Service and Bureau of Land Management, but never so swiftly. 

 

Every year, timing proves to be the principal variable that determines whether a section of burnt 

timber resources can be successfully salvaged by the Forest Service.  Response, planning, and 

layout done in a quick and efficient manner will reduce the risk to potential purchasers and 

permit an operator the capability of maximizing the utilization of the damaged timber.  The 

longer the dead and dying trees remain standing, the more uncertainty surrounds the value that 

they retain – to say nothing of the public safety risks.  Typically, NEPA compliance has proved 

to be the limiting factor in achieving this timing.  In past years, it has often taken an action 

agency several months to complete categorial exclusions, resulting in decision memos being 

signed no earlier than early spring, often as late as the following summer.  This fall, the 

McKenzie River Ranger District proved that the completion of this type of NEPA documentation 

is feasible prior to the winter snow falling. /Andy Geissler 

 

Fire Salvage Efforts Move Forward in Region 1, Region 6 
The 2017 wildfire season was one of the worst on record, and for some National Forests the 

burns set records for numbers of acres burned.  With the daunting task of trying to restore and 

rehabilitate millions of acres of charred landscape, many National Forests are taking an 

aggressive approach to capturing the value of the burnt timber by working to get the wood sold 

early.    

 

As reported in the October Newsletter, Region 1 has put together a Post-Fire Response Team that 

reports directly to Regional Forester Leann Marten.  The team has set parameters for quickly 

analyzing salvage possibilities and moving them forward.  Examples include: 

 

• Lolo National Forest: scoping documents are out for comment on both the Sunrise and 

Sheep Gap fire.  Scoping for the Rice Ridge fire will be out in December.  The Rice 

http://amforest.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/October-2017-Newsletter.pdf
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Ridge, Sunrise and Highway 200 decks, which total about 2.5 million board feet (mmbf), 

will be sold by mid-December.    

 

• Kootenai National Forest: this Forest had 4.3 mmbf of timber in fire decks and the last of 

those decks were sold on November 28.  Scoping for the Cub, Moose Peak and West 

Fork salvage projects will be out in late December.    

The importance of getting the scoping work done this quickly and out for comment means that 

work on draft Environmental Assessments can take place during the winter months and be ready 

for implementation as early as May or June.  The Forests plan to ask for Emergency Situation 

Determinations from the Chief of the Forest Service, which, if granted, will avoid another 45-day 

comment period and the sales can proceed immediately to implementation once sold.   

 

In Region 6 several of the Forests are moving quickly on salvage efforts as well.  Examples 

include:   

 

• Deschutes National Forest: the proposed 2.5 mmbf McKay fire salvage is out for scoping, 

the Forest plans to do a 250-acre Categorical Exclusion.  The Larger Milli Fire will be 

out for scoping comments in December.   

 

• Colville National Forest: The Forest is proposing to do a 250-acre Categorical Exclusion 

on the Noisy Creek burned area.  Scoping will be out in early December.  

  

• Mt. Hood National Forest: The Forest will sell about 1.2 mmbf of fire decked logs from 

the Eagle Creek Fire.  The first sale will take place next month, but some decks are at 

higher elevations and will have to wait until spring and snowmelt to be removed.   

AFRC would like to thank these Forests for taking early action to get burnt timber to the market 

place early while it still has value and can be utilized by mills needing the raw material.  /Tom 

Partin  

 

Judge Denies Attempt to Stop Bull Run Project 
On November 17, Judge O’Neill from the U.S. District Court in the Eastern District of California 

denied a request for a preliminary injunction seeking to halt the removal of dead and dying trees 

under the Bull Run Roadside Hazard Tree Mitigation Project (Bull Run Project) on the Sequoia 

National Forest.   

 

As reported in the October Newsletter, plaintiffs, Earth Island Institute and Sequoia 

ForestKeeper, sought to block the Bull Run Project, specifically the Forest Service’s use of a 

road maintenance “categorical exclusion” which enables the speedy removal of hazard trees 

posing a threat to public safety.  AFRC member Sierra Forest Products holds the timber sale 

contract for 17.97 miles of roadside hazard trees removal (1,307 acres) which will generate 5.885 

million board feet of timber.  AFRC intervened on behalf of Sierra Forest Products.   

 

The Forest Service developed the Bull Run Project in response to the lightning-induced 2016 

Cedar Fire, which burned 29,322 acres of the Sequoia National Forest, killing or damaging trees 

and causing public safety concerns along 50.2 miles of roads within the national forest.  The 

http://amforest.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/October-2017-Newsletter.pdf
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purpose of the project is to remove dead or dying trees that create unsafe conditions for travelers 

and firefighters and, at the same time, provide economic value in an area of the Forest impacted 

detrimentally by the Cedar Fire.  The project was authorized under the “road maintenance” 

categorical exclusion.  The national forest proposed treatment on about 3,500 acres located in the 

central Greenhorn Mountains.  Under the project, the hazardous trees within 300 feet of each 

side of the road will be felled and no new or temporary roads will be constructed.   

 

In his 29-page opinion, Judge O’Neill concluded that the environmental groups would be 

unlikely to succeed on claims that the project was not authorized under the “road maintenance” 

categorical exclusion.  Judge O’Neill also held that the environmental groups would not likely 

succeed on claims that “extraordinary circumstances” related to the mountain yellow-legged 

frog, Pacific fisher, and California spotted owl precluded the use of the categorical exclusion, 

determining that the project removed dead and dying trees in low-quality wildlife habitat while 

leaving 88 percent of the Cedar Fire burn area untouched.  

 

With the denial of the preliminary injunction, project implementation can begin immediately.  

/Sara Ghafouri 

 

Judge Denies TRO on Vital Southern Idaho Fire Recovery Projects 
On November 14, Judge Winmill of the U.S. District Court in Idaho denied a motion for 

temporary restraining order (TRO) to halt two important post-fire projects on the Boise National 

Forest.  The court ruled environmental groups suing the Boise National Forest and U.S. Forest 

Service would be unlikely to succeed on claims that the projects would adversely impact bull 

trout populations.  Nor would they succeed on claims that the agency violated forest plan soil 

standards, or was required to prepare a lengthy Environmental Impact Statement for the projects, 

called Pioneer North and Pioneer South.  The volume from the projects is urgently needed to 

ensure viability of infrastructure in the southern Idaho wood basket. 

 

AFRC provided an attorney to represent Boise County and the Boise Forest Coalition as 

intervenors in the case. The Boise Forest Coalition is a broad-based group of stakeholders that 

came together to seek common ground toward forest management, and includes representatives 

of conservation groups, industry, local governments, and others concerned with responsible 

forest management.  AFRC members Boise Cascade and Idaho Recreation Council are active 

members of the Coalition and provided declarations to the court.  The intervenors are also 

represented by Boise County Prosecuting Attorney Dan Blocksom. 

 

The Pioneer Fire burned nearly 190,000 acres after igniting north of Idaho City on July 18, 2016, 

affecting over 20 drainages within the Idaho City, Lowman, and Emmett Ranger Districts on the 

national forest.  It was the largest wildfire on national forest land last year, and the ninth most 

expensive wildfire in the history of the western United States.  Even after the fire was finally 

contained last fall, the fire left dead and dying trees along roadways, and a massive burn scar that 

increased the risks of flooding in the area. 

 

Soon after the fire, the Boise National Forest worked with the county and the Coalition, 

consisting of local officials, forest sector representatives, conservation groups and motorized 

users, to prepare timber salvage and forest rehabilitation projects in portions of the burn areas. 
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Action would also speed the economic recovery of communities such as Idaho City, Lowman 

and Garden Valley that depend heavily on recreation and tourism activities that were lost from 

the fire.  

 

The Forest successfully requested and received an “Emergency Situation Determination” from 

the Chief of the U.S. Forest Service to expedite the projects’ implementation. 

 

In a press release, AFRC General Counsel Lawson Fite stated: “The projects were a 

collaborative effort and are designed to address hazards to public safety and recreation, restore 

forested conditions in severely burned areas, address and improve watershed conditions via 

decommissioning of unauthorized roads, and recover value of burned timber in order to enable 

other project objectives to be accomplished and support the local economy.  We are pleased 

Judge Winmill denied the request for a restraining order so these important recovery and 

reforestation projects can continue.”  

 

The next step is a hearing on whether to issue a preliminary injunction, expected to occur in 

January 2018.  AFRC and our members appreciate the support of our collaborative partners in 

this effort. /Lawson Fite 

 

Board of Natural Resources Makes Decisions on Murrelets and 
Sustainable Harvest  
The Board of Natural Resources held its regularly scheduled monthly meeting on November 7 

with all six members present.  

 

The Board acted on three important policy decisions – including selecting a preferred alternative 

for a Marbled Murrelet Long Term Conservation Strategy (MM LTCS).  The other two decisions 

were in relation to the Sustainable Harvest Calculation (SHC) process the Board and DNR have 

been working on since January 2014.  The SHC effort is to set the sustainable harvest volume 

target for the current planning decade which began in July 2014. 

 

MM LTCS:  By a 5-1 vote, the Board selected the “staff proposal” as its preferred alternative.  

The concepts for the “staff proposal” began at the Board August Retreat.  AFRC wrote about the 

slightly more developed proposal in its September Newsletter.  Compared to Alternative B, the 

“staff proposal” would set aside at least an additional 27,000 acres of DNR trust lands for 

marbled murrelet conservation.  Unfortunately, none of these additional 27,000-plus acres is 

currently utilized by the murrelet or expected to become suitable habitat by the end of the HCP 

in 2067.  This acreage is in addition to the 154,000 acres of actual marbled murrelet habitat 

already protected under the 1997 HCP, of which only 51,000 acres is considered occupied 

habitat.  The 27,000-plus acres is also in addition to the 10,000 acres of occupied habitat that 

were not included in the 154,000 acres mentioned previously.  Alternative B would have 

protected those 10,000 acres and therefore all 61,000 acres of occupied habitat now in existence 

on DNR trust lands.   

 

 

 

http://amforest.org/august-2017-newsletter/
http://amforest.org/september-2017-newsletter/
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Trust lands managed by DNR account for 9% of the forest land in the planning area (55 miles 

from marine waters) and only a mere 14% of the total murrelet habitat in this range.  Federal 

ownership accounts for the largest percentage of habitat.  DNR’s population modeling shows that 

the murrelet will continue to decline, regardless of what alternative DNR choses.  

 

The “staff proposal” attempted to alleviate the impact to harder-hit trusts.  This was a state 

objective in the Board’s earlier discussions.  DNR has yet to release a revenue or harvest volume 

analysis for the staff proposal.  The estimated numbers presented in DNR staff presentations to 

the Board were based on rough estimates developed for other alternatives included in the Draft 

Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS).  DNR also hasn’t answered many fundamental 

questions about the proposal, including why Alternative B did not meet its ESA threshold 

obligations under the 1997 HCP.  Instead, the presentations have cited the opinions of Angus 

Brodie and staff that it was unlikely to meet the threshold, but also noted that it was not 

necessarily the position of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) that Alternative B was 

unlikely to meet ESA thresholds.  You can review more information on the “staff proposal” here.   

 

It is expected that DNR will now prepare a Supplemental DEIS and HCP Amendment for 

submittal to the FWS.  The Supplemental DEIS is anticipated to be released in May or June of 

2018 and will include a 60-day comment period.  Under the current proposed timeline, it is 

highly likely DNR will not receive final approval of the Marbled Murrelet Long Term 

Conservation Strategy until the middle of 2019.  There is growing concern about the impact of 

the Board’s decision, including at the federal level where Congresswoman Jaime Herrera Beutler 

recently sent a letter to the FWS.  Several state legislators have also expressed concern over the 

process and its potential negative outcomes for rural communities.  On October 30, a dozen State 

Legislators sent a bipartisan letter to the Board about the MM LTCS process.   

 

Riparian Harvest (SHC):  Also by a 5-1 vote, the Board voted to adopt a riparian harvest policy 

that excludes harvest volume from riparian areas from the calculation of the sustainable harvest 

level, but would allow the agency to count riparian volume towards meeting the sustainable 

harvest target.  Beneficiaries should be extremely concerned with this proposal.  Not only does it 

lack transparency and certainty for the beneficiaries and the timber purchasing community, it 

also raises questions about DNR’s compliance with its fiduciary obligations.  

 

DNR significantly underperformed during the last planning decade on anticipated riparian 

management volume, only attaining about 10% of their target, amounting to roughly 39 mmbf.  

A variety of reasons have been provided by DNR for this underperformance, mostly centered 

around the cost and difficulty of implementation.  Since these treatments are part of an HCP 

agreement with FWS to accelerate riparian areas to a Desired Future Condition maximizing these 

treatments are more for ecological rather than economic goals.  It does not appear this alternative 

emphasizes or encourages DNR to maximize these treatments, nor does it consider the fiduciary 

and biological obligations of sustainable management of the uplands. 

 

Arrearage (SHC): By a unanimous vote, the Board decided to modify the arrearage calculation.  

This was a reversal of the direction the Board was headed at the August Retreat, September, and 

October Board meetings. The Board was originally working with two arrearage numbers of 702 

mmbf and 462 mmbf.  The 702 mmbf volume was based on the sustainable harvest units with 

http://amforest.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/em_bc_bnr_staffaltrecommend.pdf
http://amforest.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Thorson.10.2017.pdf
http://amforest.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Marbled-Letter-Final.pdf
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deficits, and was first presented back in the spring of 2014.  The 462 mmbf was based on the 

statutory definition of arrearage.  At the November meeting, the Board approved a staff proposal 

to use the 462 mmbf volume and then deduct the volume that was transacted through Trust Land 

Transfer or state forest lands reconveyance programs during the decade.  The result would be an 

80 mmbf reduction to the arrearage figure, bringing it to 382 mmbf.  The staff proposal would 

reduce the arrearage volume on the Federal Granted Trusts and would only impact the arrearage 

volumes for Whatcom County.  This decision highlights several inconsistences in the arrearage 

discussion.  The 702 mmbf figure was first presented to the Board in May 2014 based on 

guidance from the Policy for Sustainable Forest and the direction to manage by 20 Sustainable 

Harvest Units.  The 462 mmbf does not follow this direction.   

 

While the decision to deduct the volume transferred out of trust appears to be logical for the 

Common School and Whatcom County trusts, it does highlight the problems with the Trust Land 

Transfer (TLT) program.  These include a continued reduction in the overall trust land base 

available for management, as well as the revenue impacts to current and future generations, 

particularly revenue for the current generation where State Forest Transfer (County trust) lands 

are impacted.  We hope the Legislature will provide more oversight over the TLT program 

during the upcoming session. 

 

No timeline for completion of the SHC was provided at the Board meeting but it is anticipated it 

will occur on a shorter timeline than the MM LTCS process. /Matt Comisky 

 

Work Session on Murrelets 
On November 17, the House Agriculture & Natural Resources Committee of the Washington 

State Legislature held a work session regarding the DNR Marbled Murrelet Long Term 

Conservation Strategy (MM LTCS).  The panelists were Angus Brodie of DNR, Clallam County 

Commissioner and Board of Natural Resources member Bill Peach, Wahkiakum County 

Commissioner Dan Cothren, and Willapa Valley and Small Forest Land Owner Rex Hutchins.   

 

Angus Brodie presented an overview of the process and status of the MM LTCS planning effort. 

Commissioner Peach provided comments on the process from his perspective serving on the 

Board of Natural Resources and experience as a former land manager for a large industrial 

landowner on the Olympic Peninsula.  Commissioner Cothren highlighted his concerns for the 

economic well-being of Wahkiakum County and the impacts the county has seen and expects to 

see as the MM LTCS moves forward.  Rex Hutchins commented on the status of Pacific County 

and the anticipated impacts to county services and schools.  He is a former Willapa Valley 

School Board member and current Pacific County Fire District #3 Commissioner as well as a 

Board member of North Pacific County Emergency Management Service District #1.  The 

panelists presentation materials can be found here. 

 

The work session ended with a series of questions by Committee members mostly directed 

towards Angus Brodie.  The work session can be viewed on TVW here.  This latest Legislative 

action follows the October 30 bipartisan letter to the Board. /Matt Comisky 

 

http://leg.wa.gov/House/Committees/AGNR/Pages/default.aspx
https://app.leg.wa.gov/CMD/document.aspx?agency=3&year=2017&cid=8221&mid=27649&hid=210776
http://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2017111074&eventID=2017111074&startStreamAt=1573&autoStartStream=true
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Forest Service Makes Changes to KV and Stewardship 
In 2006, Congress gave the Forest Service the authority to collect receipts from timber sales (KV 

Funds) to pay for restoration work anywhere in the Region it was collected from.  On November 

9, Chief Tony Tooke issued a letter to Regional Foresters implementing this authority.  Only 

projects that are designed to accomplish a) watershed restoration, b) wildlife habitat 

improvement, c) control of insects, disease and noxious weeds, d) community protection 

activities, or e) maintenance of forest roads can be funded through this mechanism.  The letter 

does not give specific direction on how this will be implemented.  AFRC is working closely with 

the Washington Office to establish procedures that fit within their existing funding structure and 

keeps the money collected on the Forest in which it was collected from. 

 

AFRC envisions that each timber sale will have a KV Plan that identifies what work needs to be 

done within the sale area boundary (coded as CWKV) and what work is needed outside the sale 

area boundary (coded as CWK2).  The funds would then be available to the Forest to pay for 

these projects.  If the projects are completed for less money than was collected, the leftover funds 

would be identified as “excess” KV that could be spent at the Regional Foresters’ discretion. 

 

The letter also authorized the use of Stewardship Contract retained receipts for “salary, supplies 

and other expenses directly related to the development, preparation, sale administration and 

contract administration of stewardship projects.”  /Ross Mickey 

 

AFRC Member Spotlight: Freres Lumber’s Veneer Plant 
Reconstructed, Back Online 
Workers displaced by the disastrous fire at Freres Lumber Co.’s Plant 4 on June 26, are now 

back at work in their usual capacities in the veneer production facility in Lyons, Oregon.  Freres 

crews and contractors worked at lighting speed and, in a remarkable four months’ time, brought 

the plant back online, producing its dry veneer used internally and sold all over the Pacific 

Northwest. 

 

“After four months and a lot of hard work, we’re up and running again,” says Kyle Freres, Freres 

Lumber Vice President of Operations.  “It has not been without trial and tribulation, however. 

We had hoped to be online last month, but a large-scale electrical failure held us up.  On 

November 2, the electrical problem was resolved, and we are now, thankfully, operating again.” 

 

Work at the facility is nearly complete.  BMI Contractors are wrapping up building repairs; and 

Freres electricians, along with Northside Electric’s crews, are putting the finishing touches on 

the building’s electrical system. 

 

With the plant up and running, Freres Lumber is hiring additional workers.  “Manpower is an 

issue at this point; some employees left after the fire.  With the replacement of lighting lost in the 

fire, and the new interior paint, the work environment in the building is much improved,” notes 

Freres.  Those interested in applying for jobs can contact Freres Lumber HR Manager Tim 

McCollister or visit: https://frereslumber.com/careers/. 

http://wordsoutpr.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d8%2b43%3b8-%3eLCE59%2b54%3b%26SDG%3c90%3a.&RE=MC&RI=5585542&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=36404&Action=Follow+Link
http://wordsoutpr.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d8%2b43%3b8-%3eLCE59%2b54%3b%26SDG%3c90%3a.&RE=MC&RI=5585542&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=36403&Action=Follow+Link
https://frereslumber.com/careers/
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“Looking at pictures of the fires blazing in the building, and the charred inventory, and realizing 

how recent the fire was illustrates the extraordinary accomplishment of everyone who worked on 

the project,” says Freres.  Operations are nearly back to normal, which is a relief to the company, 

its employees and customers.  “We want to say ‘thank you’ to those who made this rebuild 

possible.” 

 

About Freres Lumber Company 

Freres Lumber was established in 1922 by T.G Freres on the North Fork of Oregon’s Santiam 

River.  Over the last ninety years, and three generations of family management, the company has 

evolved from a small sawmill to one of Oregon’s premier wood products manufacturing 

companies.  The company now operates six plants, including a small log veneer plant, large log 

veneer plant, veneer drying facility, studmill, plywood plant and cogeneration facility.  Freres is 

committed to maintaining modern manufacturing facilities, producing high-quality wood 

products, and providing family wage jobs to the local area. 

 

AFRC is Growing – Join our Team! 
Do you love being outdoors and in the woods?  Are you looking for a challenging – but 

rewarding – job that is different every day and exposes you to new learning opportunities?  Are 

you passionate about the local forest products industry and its contributions to economic and 

environmental sustainability in Western Oregon?  Do you want to work for a team-oriented 

organization obsessed with making a difference in public land management?  If so, the American 

Forest Resource Council might be the right fit for you.  Check out our website for details.  

 

 

 

http://amforest.org/join-team-afrc-fighting-for-sustainable-forests-and-healthy-communities/

