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Timber Industry Responds to Likely Senate Committee Passage of  

Wyden Eastside Forest Legislation 

 

Tom Partin, President of the American Forest Resource Council, issued the following statement 

regarding the “Oregon Eastside Forest Restoration, Old Growth Protection, and Jobs Act of 

2013” (S. 1301) which is likely to be passed by Senator Ron Wyden’s Senate Energy and 

Natural Resources Committee on Thursday, December 19. 

“We are extremely disappointed that Senator Wyden has chosen to move this eastside forest 

legislation forward in spite of the concerns and opposition expressed by an overwhelming 

majority of Eastern Oregon’s forest products industry and county commissions.  In a letter sent 

to Senator Wyden in July, our industry outlined numerous concerns with the legislation and 

offered to work with his office to craft legislation that would build upon the progress already 

made to restore responsible management to our federal forests.  That request has been 

completely ignored.  Fourteen Eastern Oregon county commissioners sent a similar letter to 

Senator Wyden in August.  We are unaware of any response to the commissioners’ letter.  

“Senator Wyden’s legislation adds multiple, complex layers of restrictions, process, external 

review, and countless new opportunities for litigation to a federal forest management process that 

is already broken.  If enacted, the legislation would further disconnect the economies and social 

needs of Eastern Oregon’s rural communities from the management of these National Forests.   

 

“The bill makes vague concepts like achieving “ecological restoration” and “natural processes” a 

mandate for these forests.  If enacted, this legislation would further hamper the Forest Service’s 

efforts to increase harvest levels and restore the health of Eastern Oregon’s forests and 

communities.          

 

“The substitute amendment considered by the Committee does remove one of the most troubling 

aspects of S. 1301, a provision that disadvantages the National Forests, mills and communities in 

northeast Oregon.  Unfortunately, many other troubling provisions remain, including new age 

limits on trees to be harvested and other forestry prescriptions better left to foresters than 

politicians.  Other new provisions, including those billed as environmental streamlining, will not 

effectively address today’s analysis paralysis and litigation threats.     

 

“The House of Representatives recently took action on comprehensive legislation to address 

roadblocks to active, sustainable forest management for the benefit of our rural, forested 

http://www.amforest.org/images/pdfs/Ltr_to_Senator_Wyden_re_S._1301.pdf
http://www.amforest.org/images/pdfs/Final_EORCO_Letter.pdf


communities.  With many Eastern Oregon communities struggling under high unemployment, 

poverty and crime that beset them since the near complete shutdown of federal timber harvests 

20 years ago, we need meaningful solutions.  S. 1301 only makes things worse and doesn’t 

square with the public promises to meaningfully tackle the challenges facing our rural, forested 

communities that the Senator has made both as Chairman of the Energy and Natural Resources 

Committee and at townhall meetings back home in rural Oregon.   

 

“We hope Senator Wyden will work with Oregon’s forest products industry as legislation critical 

to the health of Eastern Oregon’s forests and rural communities moves forward.” 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0J980hnpzI

