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Forest Industry Disappointed that Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee has 

Adopted New Oregon Wilderness Designations Ahead of a Comprehensive Solution for 

Federal Forests and Communities 
 

A group of forest products industry associations today expressed their disappointment that new 

Wilderness legislation from Oregon Senators Ron Wyden and Jeff Merkley has cleared a key 

Senate Committee without a meaningful legislative resolution to the paralysis affecting federal 

forest management and rural communities in Western Oregon.  The groups questioned how the 

Committee approval was consistent with recent commitments for a comprehensive solution that 

also restores active management to these forests.    

  

The American Forest Resource Council, Associated Oregon Loggers, Douglas Timber 

Operators and Southern Oregon Timber Industries Association sent a letter to Senators Wyden 

and Merkley on April 23, 2013  in advance of a  Senate Energy and Natural Resources 

Subcommittee hearing  to consider the “Oregon Treasures Act of 2013” (S.353) which includes 

the proposed “Wild Rogue” Wilderness and Molalla Wild and Scenic Rivers designations.  The 

Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee is chaired by Senator Wyden and adopted the 

legislation earlier today.  

  

“Our industry is opposed to the passage of these proposals, as well as other Wilderness areas 

proposed for Western Oregon, unless they are coupled with, or preceded by, the enactment of a 

meaningful legislative resolution to the paralysis affecting federal forest management in Western 

Oregon,” the letter stated.  There has been no response to the letter since it was sent in April. 

 

The “Wild Rogue” Wilderness proposal includes over 50,000 acres of Bureau of Land 

Management (BLM) O&C forestland in Southwest Oregon’s Josephine County.  A drastic 

reduction in federal timber receipt revenue and private sector forest products industry 

employment have left Josephine County reeling.  In fact, Josephine County currently has an 

11.1% unemployment rate, a poverty rate of 18.8% and 63.8% of the children in local schools 

are on free and reduced lunch.  The April 23 letter also noted the sad closure of the last 

remaining sawmill in the county and the 85 jobs lost in Cave Junction.         

 

The groups are also questioning how the passage of this Wilderness legislation is consistent with 

the O&C Legislative Framework announced by Senator Wyden on May 23, which calls for 

setting aside a substantial portion of the O&C lands for sustainable economic activity, with 

roughly equivalent acreage being set-aside for wilderness or similar designations.  
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http://www.amforest.org/
http://www.oregonloggers.org/
http://www.dougtimber.org/
http://www.dougtimber.org/
http://www.amforest.org/images/pdfs/Ltr_to_Senators_Wyden_and_Merkley_4-23-13.pdf
http://beta.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/353


“Rural Oregon is suffering and needs comprehensive solutions for its rural communities and 

forests, not one-offs that only benefit one narrow special interest,” said Tom Partin, President of 

the American Forest Resource Council.  “We hope Senators Wyden and Merkley will commit to 

only passing additional land set-asides as part of a broader solution that meets the needs of rural 

Oregon.” 

 

The BLM managed O&C lands grow over 1.5 billion board feet of timber per year, but recent 

timber sale levels have been well below 200 million board feet.  In fact, in 2011, the total timber 

volume awarded by the BLM was only 137 million board feet.  Harvesting on Forest Service 

lands also remains well below the drastically reduced levels called for in the Northwest Forest 

Plan. 

  

“This very real crisis, not additional Wilderness designations, should be a priority issue for the 

Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee,” said the letter’s authors. 

 

The letter also referenced a March 19, 2013 opinion piece in the Oregonian in which Senator 

Wyden wrote, “with cooperation from stakeholders on all sides we will have a solution that 

works for all of Oregon” and “that solution must increase timber harvests and economic activity 

on some lands while permanently conserving others.” 

  

The letter concluded by expressing the hope that Oregon’s Senators will join Oregon 

Representatives Peter DeFazio, Greg Walden and Kurt Schrader and Oregon Governor John 

Kitzhaber in their efforts “to find a true, lasting solution for Oregon’s federal forests and rural 

communities.”  The O&C Trust, Conservation and Jobs Act, a draft bill supported by the 

majority of Oregon’s House delegation, contains provisions for both forest management to 

produce jobs and revenue for counties and for permanent conservation of areas included in S. 

353. 

 

  

http://www.oregonlive.com/opinion/index.ssf/2013/03/better_policy_for_oc_lands_can.html
http://naturalresources.house.gov/uploadedfiles/ocrailroadbill.pdf

