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August 2016 
 

Summer Means Tours in the Woods 
With Congress on a six-week summer recess, AFRC staff and member companies have shifted 

their attention to scheduling in-district meetings, mill visits, and wood tours with members of 

Congress and their staffs.  These types of visits provide a great opportunity to connect and 

educate decision-makers on important issues away from the Beltway.  Below is a round-up of 

some of the meetings and events that have occurred over the past few weeks. 

 

On July 20, Congressman Kurt Schrader (D-OR) was in Lyons, Oregon for a tour of Freres 

Lumber Company.  On his Facebook page Congressman Schrader posted a picture from the visit 

and commented about the modern technology at work in the mill, including an on-site co-

generation plant.  Congressman Schrader continues to be a strong advocate for restoring active 

management to federal forests, including the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) O&C lands. 

 

On August 2, Oregon Senator Ron Wyden visited Roseburg Forest Products in Dillard, Oregon 

to highlight the impact of Canadian lumber imports.  In calling for tougher trade policies, Wyden 

noted that Oregon workers have remained competitive with global trends, but only because the 

playing field was level.  As the Ranking Member of the Senate Finance Committee, Senator 

Wyden is an influential voice on U.S. trade policy.  

 

In Washington State there were two visits to Sierra Pacific Industries’ (SPI) mill construction site 

in Shelton.  On August 9, Senator Maria Cantwell (D-WA) and Congressman Derek Kilmer (D-

WA) toured the mill site and hosted a small roundtable meeting focused on advanced wood 

products manufacturing.  AFRC Washington Manager Matt Comisky participated in the 

roundtable discussion advocating for a sustainable supply of timber from public forests to 

maintain investments in industry infrastructure and the benefits to rural economies, recreation, 

and wildlife.  On August 8, SPI also played host to AFRC staff and staff from the offices of 

Congressman Kilmer and Senator Patty Murray (D-WA) for another tour of the Shelton mill site, 

which included another discussion on efforts to increase active management activities on the 

Olympic National Forest. 

 

On August 9, AFRC organized a small luncheon meeting with Congresswoman Jaime Herrera 

Beutler (R-WA) in Vancouver, Washington.  AFRC staff were joined by two local member 

companies, Columbia Vista and High Cascade/WKO.  The discussion focused on management 

of the Gifford Pinchot National Forest and the Congresswoman’s efforts as a member of the 

House Appropriations Committee. 
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On August 10, Senator Maria Cantwell visited Vaagen Bros. Lumber in Colville to discuss 

eastside forest restoration efforts and the Senator’s efforts to pass “pine pilot” legislation as part 

of a broader forest management and fire funding reform package.  As the current Ranking 

Member of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee (and likely next Chairman if 

the Democrats gain a majority in the November election), Senator Cantwell is in a key position 

to advocate for the forest products industry.                

 

On the BLM front, AFRC Western Oregon Field Forester Andy Geissler participated in a tour 

and discussion at Freres Lumber Company with local officials from the BLM and the White 

House Office of Management and Budget.  The visit, which took place on August 22, comes at a 

critical time as the BLM’s budget for Western Oregon forest management continues to be under 

scrutiny by BLM’s leadership in DC and Congressional Appropriators – particularly in the U.S. 

Senate.    

 

Finally, on August 23 AFRC staff organized a woods tour on the Salem BLM District to look at 

opportunities to increase regeneration harvest treatments on the statutorily unique O&C lands.  

Tour stops included the site of a past regeneration harvest timber sale near the town of Gates, the 

nearby Fawn Two regeneration timber sale planning area, and the Evan’s Mountain thinning 

project.   

 

AFRC was joined by local BLM staff – including Acting BLM State Director Ron Dunton – and 

staff from the offices of Senator Ron Wyden, Congressman Kurt Schrader, and Congresswoman 

Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR).  The primary purpose of the tour was to show what a regeneration 

forest treatment can look like on the ground as well as the options available to the BLM (and the 

Forest Service) to provide ongoing, sustainable harvests and timber revenues for local 

communities.  Some interest groups continue to oppose this type of management on ideological 

grounds, which played a part in the BLM’s disappointing recent decision to pull the John’s Last 

Stand timber sale on the Eugene District.       
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The above picture captures what some interest groups are calling a “clearcut” on BLM lands.  

 

AFRC staff will continue organizing woods tours across all of the states where our members are 

located.  We also appreciate and encourage AFRC members to host mills tours for elected 

officials, their staffs, and agency officials to get a first-hand view of the impressive work our 

industry is doing every day.  AFRC stands ready to assist with those meetings and tours, if 

desired. /Heath Heikkila    

   

State of Idaho Calls for Swift Action on Pioneer Fire  
On August 22, Idaho Governor “Butch” Otter and Lt. Governor Brad Little wrote to Forest 

Service Chief Tom Tidwell calling on the Forest Service to act quickly to make “timber burned 

in the Pioneer Fire available for harvest while it is still merchantable.” 

 

The letter points out that the Pioneer Fire burned an estimated 30 million board feet of timber 

that the Boise National Forest was scheduled to sell earlier in the month.  Governor Otter and Lt. 

Governor Little warned that Southwest Idaho “is at a critical juncture in regards to infrastructure 

for the harvesting of timber.  We are weeks away from having inadequate supply to keep our 

loggers and mills in business.” 

 

The State of Idaho offered the Forest Service its full cooperation and assistance “in any way 

possible, to facilitate proactive management of national forest lands in Idaho through the timely 

removal of timber, both green and burned.”  You can read the full letter on AFRC’s webpage 

here.   

 

On behalf of its members and rural communities that depend on the forest products industry in 

Idaho and elsewhere, AFRC extends its sincere thanks and appreciation to Governor Otter and 

Lt. Governor Little for their leadership and engagement on this critical issue. /Travis Joseph 

 
AFRC Habitat for Humanity Update 
On August 18, AFRC staff and members volunteered to help frame our sponsored Habitat for 

Humanity home for the Navarette Bravo family in Springfield, Oregon.  The Habitat for 

Humanity project manager set the goal of putting up one wall by the end of the day.  AFRC 

completed three walls, despite temperatures in the 90s.  It was a fun day, with great people, for 

the right cause.   

 

AFRC’s sponsored Habitat for Humanity home is still on track to be completed in the fall.  

AFRC partners and member companies who have already volunteered, or are planning to 

volunteer, include: staff from the Willamette National Forest, Oregon Women in Timber, Seneca 

Sawmill, Oregon Forest Resources Institute, and Mason, Bruce & Girard.  AFRC staff will 

organize additional volunteer days later this year to do exterior and interior work on the house.  

 

To learn more about volunteer opportunities for AFRC’s sponsored Habitat for Humanity home, 

please contact Amanda Adams, Habitat’s Family Services and Volunteer Coordinator 

(Amanda@sehabitat.org/ 541-741-1707).  You can also check out more pictures and a video of 

AFRC raising its second wall on our Facebook page. /Travis Joseph   

 

http://amforest.org/resources/idaho-governors-response-to-forest-service-inaction/
mailto:Amanda@sehabitat.org/
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanForestResourceCouncil/photos/a.1524010817844353.1073741828.1508771456034956/1795805253998240/?type=3&theater
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BLM Issues New RMPs 
On August 5, the BLM issued its Records of Decision (ROD) for the new Resource Management 

Plans (RMPs) for Western Oregon.  The RMPs cover 2.2 million acres, including those subject 

to the O&C Act.  Unfortunately, at the end of several years of effort that began with the 

administration’s abandonment of the 2008 Western Oregon Plan Revisions, the BLM has chosen 

to issue plans that are both legally and scientifically flawed. 

 

As noted in AFRC’s press release, the new RMPs: 

 

 Limit sustained yield timber production to less than 20 percent of the O&C lands, a direct 

violation of the O&C Act which requires that all the O&C timberlands be managed for 

sustained yield timber production. 

 Reduce timber production on lands capable of producing 1.2 billion board feet annually 

to 278 million board feet (mmbf) annually, a reduction of 122 mmbf below even the 

never-implemented Northwest Forest Plan. 

 Reduce active management in Southwest Oregon by 50 percent, shifting more work to 

the northern BLM districts, thereby further diminishing the ability of the Medford and 

Roseburg districts to support the logging and milling infrastructure and generate revenues 

vital to the survival of Oregon’s already devastated rural counties and communities. 

 Contribute nothing to the survival of the Northern Spotted Owl whose populations 

continue to decline due to barred owl depredation and wildfire.  BLM’s analysis 

concludes that this would be true whether it maximized timber harvest or cut no trees at 

all. 

 

http://www.blm.gov/or/plans/rmpswesternoregon/rod/index.php
http://www.blm.gov/or/plans/rmpswesternoregon/rod/index.php
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/43/1181a
http://www.blm.gov/or/plans/wopr/
http://amforest.org/press-releases/blm-finalizes-disastrous-plan-for-western-oregon-congressional-leadership-needed/
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A side by side comparison of the impact of the new RMPs, the status quo, the Northwest Forest 

Plan, and historical management is available here. 

 

In response to the issuance of the fatally flawed RMPs, AFRC, the Carpenters Industrial Council, 

Douglas Timber Operators, and six AFRC members, filed a lawsuit in federal court in 

Washington D.C. seeking to enforce the O&C Act’s requirement of sustained yield management 

of all the O&C timberlands.  The Association of O&C Counties filed the same day asking the 

court to require the BLM to sell at least 500 mmbf annually.  Both cases have been assigned to 

Judge Richard Leon, whose 2013 decision in Swanson Group Manufacturing v. Salazar required 

the BLM to offer for sale the declared allowable sale quantity from the Medford and Roseburg 

districts.  On August 8, a group of environmental organizations filed a lawsuit in the Oregon 

District Court in Eugene seeking to overturn the RMPs and force the BLM to continue 

management under the Northwest Forest Plan. 

 

AFRC regrets that its prediction that finalizing the then-draft plans would lead to yet another 

round of litigation, has come true.  Hopefully, the legally and scientifically flawed plans will 

motivate Congress to act in order to rescue Oregon’s beleaguered rural communities by returning 

our federal timber lands to productive, scientifically sound, sustainable management. /Ann Forest 

Burns 

 

Operations Begin on A to Z Project 
In April 2012, the Colville National Forest launched a new effort and approach to increase the 

pace and scale of restoring forest health and sustainability on the Forest.  The Mill Creek 

Stewardship A to Z Project was designed so that each step, from pre-NEPA data collection to 

project implementation was performed and financed by a contractor or their subcontractor.  

Vaagen Bros. Lumber (VBL) was the successful bidder for the contract and provided the 

finances to get the project planned and implemented.   

 

The Mill Creek Stewardship contract went beyond the scope of the normal stewardship contract 

because it required the contractor to complete work such as collaboration, NEPA, unit layout 

cruising, and marking.  The contractor (VBL) provided a third-party contractor (Cramer Fish 

Sciences) to perform NEPA services and participate in collaboration in order to avoid a conflict 

of interest.  The designated representative from the third-party contractor reported directly to the 

Forest Service with full contractual authority, except for circumstances related to time and price.  

The project covers approximately 54,000 acres and is expected to yield 30-50 mmbf over a 10-

year period.  

 

Project Timeline 
The process for VBL to get the project from planning to implementation took a lot of time and 

was costly.  A brief timetable of events from inception to timber harvest is listed below: 

 

 On April 27, 2012 a Request for Information (RFI) went out on the Federal Business 

Opportunities website requesting a potential bidder’s ability to complete the scope and 

scale of work.  

http://amforest.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Side-by-Side-BLM-RMPs-for-Western-Oregon.pdf
http://amforest.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Dkt-1-Complaint-FINAL.pdf
http://www.amforest.org/images/pdfs/OEM_Opinion_06-26-13.pdf
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 On April 12, 2013 the Request for Proposal (RFP) was advertised on the Federal 

Business Opportunities website.  Contractors had until July 1, 2013 to respond with 

proposals.  

 On September 18, 2013 a contract was awarded to VBL and Cramer Fish Sciences was 

selected as the NEPA subcontractor.  

 Cramer Fish Sciences completed the Middle and South Fork Mill Creek resource 

specialist reports for review by the Forest Service in April and May, 2016.  

 The 45-day objection period for the North Fork Mill Creek project began February 17 

and two objections were received.  The objection points and responses along with the 

entire project file was submitted to the Regional Office for the standard administrative 

review the week of May 2.  

 The Regional Forester reviewed the project file and upheld the Forest’s decision.  The 

Forest Supervisor signed the Decision Notice on June 13.  

 The Onion Mountain Stewardship Project task order (the first task order of A to Z) was 

issued on June 15.  VBL began harvesting in August.    
 

On-site Ceremony 
On August 12, a ceremony was held on the A to Z Project to celebrate the beginning of thinning 

the trees and the long-awaited implementation of the project.  Those attending included 

Congresswoman Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-WA); Duane Vaagen, VBL President; Russ 

Vaagen, VBL Vice-President; Josh Anderson, VBL Timber Manager; Lloyd McGee, The Nature 

Conservancy; Gloria Flora, Executive Director of the Forestry Coalition; Rodney Smoldon, 

Colville National Forest Supervisor; Steve Parker, Stevens County Commissioner; and several 

others associated with the project.   

 

Litigation Filed 
Due to its unique nature along with the overall scale, the A to Z Project has received national 

attention.  The project has been applauded by diverse interests as a new way to capture funds to 

do the NEPA planning work and implementation to supplement work being done by the Forest 

Service.  However, not all groups support increasing the pace and scale of improving forest 

health.  On August 18, the Alliance for the Wild Rockies filed a lawsuit to halt the project, even 

though it had strong support from Congresswoman McMorris Rodgers, Senator Maria Cantwell, 

the local collaborative (Northeast Washington Forestry Coalition), the community, and many 

other groups.  The project will now have to clear an additional hurdle – getting support from our 

legal system.  Without a doubt many parties will step forward during the legal process to support 

the Forest Service, Vaagen Bros. Lumber and all of those who believe in sound forest 

management.  AFRC will continue to follow this project and provide updates in the coming 

months. /Tom Partin  

 

Washington Primary Election Results 
Washington’s primary election was held August 2.  The top two candidates, regardless of party, 

advance to the November 1 general election.  Overall voter turnout was 34.9%, down from 38% 

in 2008 and 43% in 2012, the last two presidential election years.  Statewide offices of particular 

interest to the forestry community are Commissioner of Public Lands and Superintendent of 

Public Instruction. 
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Commissioner of Public Lands 
Hilary Franz (D) and Steve McLaughlin (R) will advance to the general election.  The five 

democratic candidates (see, AFRC July 2016 Newsletter) received 57% of the vote, with Franz 

the highest vote getter at 23%.  McLaughlin received 38% of the overall vote.  Libertarian 

Steven Nielsen received just under 5%.  As a mark of the interest generated by the office, 1.3 

million voters marked their ballots for the lands commissioner race, 91% percent of those voting 

in the election.  In general terms, democratic candidates received the most votes in the urban 

Puget Sound area, with republican McLaughlin polling higher in rural areas and eastern 

Washington, with the exception of Spokane County.  Detailed results for the seven candidates is 

available here. 

 

Superintendent of Public Instruction 
An often overlooked statewide elected office with influence on natural resource management is 

the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction.  As a representative of a beneficiary group 

receiving funds from DNR timber sales, the Superintendent holds a seat on the Board of Natural 

Resources.  The Board not only approves timber sales but also sets policy for the management of 

State Trust Lands.  All of which impacts the revenues received by various trust beneficiaries 

including the Common School trusts, which helps to build schools in Washington state. 

 

With current Superintendent Randy Dorn not running for re-election, there was a broad field of 

candidates.  A total of nine people entered the nonpartisan race in an effort to become one of the 

top two vote recipients in the primary election.  Excluding write-ins, a total of 1,146,309 voters 

marked a box for their preferred candidate.  The results sent Erin Jones and Chris Reykdal 

through to the November general election with 25.76% and 20.95% respectively.  This will 

continue to be an important race to watch, both for its implications to the successful management 

of State Trusts Lands and for the kids of Washington. 

 

Initiatives 
There are several Initiatives on the November ballot as well.  Perhaps, the one of most interest to 

the forest products community is Initiative 732.  This initiative would impose a carbon pollution 

tax on certain fossil fuels and fossil fuel generated electricity.  Potential impacts to rural 

Washington, which relies on the need to transport its products and services to market will 

potentially be the greatest. /Ann Forest Burns and Matt Comisky 

 

Washington Candidate Forum 
AFRC will co-sponsor with the League of Women Voters of Washington a candidates’ forum 

featuring the general election candidates for Commissioner of Public Lands and Superintendent 

of Public Instruction.  Both offices are voting members of the Board of Natural Resources.  The 

forum will be held: 

 

Saturday, October 8 

10:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon 

Garfield High School 

Quincy Jones Performing Arts Center 

400 23rd Avenue 

Seattle, Washington 

http://amforest.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/AFRC-Newsletter-July-2016.pdf
http://results.vote.wa.gov/results/current/Commissioner-of-Public-Lands.html
http://www.erinjones2016.org/
http://www.chrisreykdal.com/
http://sos.wa.gov/_assets/elections/initiatives/FinalText_779.pdf
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Because of the importance of these offices to our industry, please save the date and plan to 

attend.  Urban voters need to know that these offices are vital to the quality of life in our rural 

communities, as well as important to the funding of educational facilities and county services 

throughout the state. /Ann Forest Burns 

 

Robert (Bob) Chamberlain 
Long-time chief forester for SDS Lumber Company, Bob Chamberlain passed away on July 14, 

at his home in White Salmon, Washington.  He was 87.  Bob grew up in West Point, New York 

and earned a forestry degree in 1952 from Syracuse University.  Following graduation, Bob 

worked for the Trout Lake District and the Wind River District of the Gifford Pinchot National 

Forest.  In 1958, he went to work for SDS Lumber as chief forester and worked there until his 

retirement in 1994.   

 

Bob was very active in helping to form the Northwest Forestry Association, AFRC’s 

predecessor.  He was also active in the Society of American Foresters, served on the board of 

Industrial Forest Products Association, as well as many civic and local organizations.  Bob is 

survived by his four children, three grandchildren, and three greatgrandchildren. /Tom Partin  

 

 

 

 


