
 
 

August 8, 2018 

 

Mr. Rodney Smoldon, Forest Supervisor 

Colville National Forest  

765 South Main  

Colville, WA 99114 

 

Dear Rodney: 

 

This letter is to provide a recap of the Colville N.F./Timber Industry meeting and subsequent 

field trip that was held on July 17, 2018 at the Colville National Forest Supervisors Office.  

Following introductions, Tom Partin read the anti-trust statement.  List of attendees attached. 

 

Rodney Smoldon updated the group on key issues impacting the Forest.  The Forest is still trying 

to fill 16-18 positions.  They are working on building up the Timber Sale Administration team 

since the Forest will be selling 150 mmbf of timber this year.  The Colville asked for and 

received $1.25 million of additional funding to help with the timber program and other activities.  

Rodney pointed out that the Forest is a good buy for funding because it is costing them only 

about $50/mbf to put up timber sales when the cost on most other Forests is closer to $100/mbf.  

With the increases, the Forest is going from treating 6,000 acres per year to 16,000 acres per 

year.  The total budget for the Colville is about $20 million.  Rodney reported that the release 

date for the new Forest Plan will be in mid-August, and there will most likely be a 45-day 

comment period.  When the Plan is released, Rodney will begin having discussions with key 

stakeholders including the Tribes, County Government, State Government, Federal Agencies, 

AFRC and others.     

 

Tom Partin and Matt Comisky gave an update on activities at the Washington State Legislature 

and efforts underway at the Washington D.C. level to help with forest management, including 

legislation, appropriations, and fire borrowing fixes.  The Forest has a lot of interest in using 

Good Neighbor Authority (GNA) and Farm Bill CE’s.  There is currently one GNA project and 

two Farm Bill CE projects on the Forest.  Tom also updated the group regarding current 

litigation that might have an impact on the Colville working circle.     

 

Jonathan Day updated the group on the current years’ timber plan, the 5-year timber plan, and a 

new 20-year map of where the projects are being planned on the Forest (attached).  The only 

timber sales yet to sell in FY18 are the Sherman sale - 46 mmbf and the Block of Nine (GNA) - 

5 mmbf.  Jon reported that the Forest is considering offering up another A-Z type project where 

the purchaser would pay for the NEPA work and the subsequent restoration activities.  Josh 

White, Three River District Ranger where the Chewelah project would be located, said he is 

getting a lot of community support for the project because it could improve the recreational 

aspect of the area.  Josh also reported that the Forest is receiving push back on the 3,000 acre 



Farm Bill CE projects because they don’t feel they have enough opportunity to provide needed 

comments in a timely manner.  Josh also reported that the Colville Tribe may be interested in 

working with the Forest on a Tribal Forest Protection Act project.  The idea would be to focus 

some management on lands near Tribal owned lands to prevent the spread of insects, disease and 

wildfire from Forest Service lands onto Tribal lands.  Finally, Jon Day outlined that in their 20-

year plan, the Forest hopes to have a consistent timber target of about 100 mmbf/year.   

   

Steve Parker raised the issue that he thought someone at Washington DNR developed a statewide 

archeological map of sites which would make survey and planning work on the Forest easier.  

Josh Anderson asked the Forest if they would lessen some of the holiday haul restrictions. This 

year July 4th fell on a Wednesday and the haul was shut down for the entire week.   

 

The group then left for the field to look at the ongoing A-Z project.  Discussion topics included 

number of trees and spacing of trees left in units that had been harvested—it appeared that in 

several units too many trees had been left.  The use of tethered logging or forwarders on steeper 

ground in place of helicopter logging.  There was a question of how to deal with the heavy slash 

loadings in units that had been recently logged and in precommercial units.  The areas of heavy 

fuel loadings can’t just be treated with prescribed fire because of the potential damage to the 

residual stand.  The group discussed the marking and volume removal in the helicopter units 

which are in a visual management unit—the consensus was that more trees per acre could have 

been removed.  There was also discussion if purchasers would like to see another A-Z type 

project put up in the Chewelah area, and every industry representative said yes.     

 

On behalf of AFRC and our membership, we want to thank you and your staff for taking the time 

to meet with us and for building your timber sale program.  The next Colville meeting will be 

held on October 25.  We will start with a one-hour meeting in the office and then travel to the 

developing Chewelah-Addy project.    

 

Sincerely,   

 

 

 

 

Tom Partin 

AFRC Consultant 

P.O. Box 1934  

Lake Oswego, Oregon 97035 
 

 
 


