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An Effective Partnership

• AFRC is a founding member of FFRC 
(Informal coalition 2009 – 10; formal launch 
2011). 

• Travis Joseph serves as Vice President of 
FFRC, AFRC members from Regions 1, 4, 5, 6 
serve on FFRC Board of Directors.

• Close coordination on strategy, 
communications, and political giving



An Effective Partnership

FFRC focus on national budget, legislation, FS 
leadership, USDA/Exec. Branch.

AFRC legal, regulatory, and legislative 
expertise, forest monitoring, focus on regional 
issues, DOI/BLM O&C lands  

CFA, MWPA, Loggers & Companies interface 
with local/regional USFS, local delegations

HFHC communications, grassroots advocacy, 
coalition building



Impact Since 2011: Real, Tangible Benefits for 
Purchasers of Federal Timber: 

$4 Million Investment

• +2.2 BBF Additional Volume Since 2011, 
worth over $160 million in stumpage value

• +$68 million additional NFTM budget
cumulative since 2011.

• +$179.85 million in NFTM funding since 2013 
sequester cuts



Legislative Wins Since 2011

• Streamlined Objection Process (2012)

• Expedited NEPA on 74 million acres (2014)

• Expanded Good Neighbor program (2014)

• Permanent Stewardship Contracting (2014)

• Fire Funding Fix (2018)

• Cottonwood Fix (2018)

• 7 Consecutive Years of Increased Timber Funding



March 2018 Omnibus
Fixes fire funding/fire borrowing problem starting in 
2020:
➢ Adjusts Budget Caps to provide emergency funding
➢ Freezes “on budget” suppression at FY 2015 level 

(approx. $800 Million);
➢ Provides $500 million bump up in on budget 

suppression for FY 2018 and 2019



March 2018 Omnibus
➢ Partially Addressed “Cottonwood” ESA 

Consultation for Forest Service projects
➢ Fixes glitch in Good Neighbor Authority to allow 

road repair and reconstruction in GNA projects.
➢ Requires Wildfire Severity Mapping within 2 years 

to inform communities and guide fuels management 
efforts



March 2018 Omnibus
➢ “Wildfire Resilience” (fuels reduction) Categorical Exclusion
➢Allows expedited creation of Fuel and Fire Breaks
➢ Improves Stewardship Contracting 

➢Option for 20 year contracts on FS lands with frequent fire 
return interval

➢ Solves internal financial control problems.
➢ Extends Secure Rural Schools payments for additional fiscal 

year.



2018 Farm Bill

➢Extends Insect & Disease CE, Omnibus CE
➢Expands Good Neighbor Authority to Allow Tribal and County 

participation
➢Water Source Protection Program allows landscape scale 

projects under single NEPA document
➢Expedited clearance around utility rights of way
➢Timber Innovation Act promoting tall wood buildings/ 

composite wood products
➢Requires report on harvest, prescribed burns, thinning within 

6 months of enactment



Political Context: 2018 Election



Political Context:

115th Congress (2017 – 2018): GOP Held 39 Seat Majority

116th Congress (2019 – 2020): Dems hold 36 Seat Majority

Old New



Political Context:
House Agriculture Committee: 
Collin Peterson (D-MN), Chairman
Mike Conaway (R-TX), Ranking Member

House Natural Resources Committee: 
Raul Grijalva (D-AZ), Chairman
Rob Bishop (R-UT), Ranking Member

House Interior Appropriations Subc.: 
Betty McCollum (D-MN), Chairwoman
Dave Joyce (R-OH), Ranking Member



Political Context:
Agriculture Forestry Subcommittee: 
Abigail Spanberger (D-VA), Chairwoman
Doug LaMalfa (R-CA), Ranking Member

Natural Resources Forests & Pub. Lands Committee: 
Deb Haaland (D-NM), Chairwoman
Don Young (R-AK), Ranking Member



Political Context: Senate

115th Congress (2017 – 18): 52 – 47 GOP Majority 

(2 Independents Caucus with the Dems)



Political Context: Senate

116th Congress (2017 – 18): 53 – 47 GOP Majority 

(2 Independents Caucus with the Dems)



Political Context:
Senate: GOP Picked Up Net Two Seats

(Flipped RED: FL, IN, MO, ND: Flipped Blue: AZ, NV)

GOP flipped: Red States Trump won by avg. of 
19 pts, sitting Dem voted No on Kavanaugh.

Dems flipped: Swing states with growing 
Hispanic populations.



New Leadership, Senate:
Energy & Natural Resources Committee: 
Joe Manchin (D-WV) New Ranking Member
• Monongahela NF – One of the largest in the 
FS Eastern Region, produces less than 20%
of Forest Plan timber goals;
• Sen. Manchin is focused on fossil fuels; 
coal, natural gas pipeline construction;
• Dedicated sportsman/Conservationist.
• More amenable to forest management, but
not his focus.



Energy & Natural Resources Committee: 
Lisa Murkowski (R-AK) Chairwoman
Joe Manchin (D-WV) Ranking Member

Agriculture, Nutrition, & Forestry Committee:
Pat Roberts (R-KS) Chairman
Debbie Stabenow (D-MI) Ranking Member

Interior Appropriations Subcommittee:
Lisa Murkowski (R-AK) Chairwoman
Tom Udall (D-NM) Ranking Member



Legislation: Still Needed? Yes.
ESA Reform, Cottonwood II, Additional CE’s, 

“Action/No Action” for collaboratives.
Infrastructure Reform/dedicated funding.
Endangered Species Act reform 

(Barrasso/Carper effort).

All seem very “middle of the road” and 
should be enactable.



Legislation: Likely? No.
House will not send forest reform legislation 

to the Senate.

Senate ratios mean pro-management 
majority is still short of 60 votes needed.

Surprises still happen – Infrastructure 
Package, Appropriations could carry some 
reforms. 



Legislation: Wild Card

Carr Fire

Camp Fire

Woolsey Fire



Priorities for 2019:

• Focus on administrative reforms, personnel

• Work with Congress to fund timber, roads

• “Bank shot” small ball reforms into larger 
packages (infrastructure, spending bills)

• Engage on “bad” legislation, hearings

• Leverage Congressional support to hold 
agencies accountable, support projects

• State efforts – GNA, “shared stewardship” 



Administration Actions for 2019:

Administrative reform at the FS (NEPA/EADM/, 
Forest Products Modernization) and ESA 
Consultations

• Formulate comments, use GR tools to support.

• Enlist sympathetic supporters (sportsmen, 
other public lands users)

• Prepare for potential legal challenges

• CRA implications



Administration Actions for 2019:

Farm Bill programs requiring guidance/rules

▪ Expanded GNA

▪ Water Source Protection

FWS/NOAA Endangered Species Act Regs – Due June

Personnel - BLM OR/WA Director, Regional Foresters, 
Forest Supervisors

BLM Protest Regulations, CEs



Legislative Agenda for 2019:
Appropriations  

• Increase FY20 Roads budget by $20M to $248M.  
USFS has a $5.6 billion infrastructure maintenance 
backlog – major infrastructure legislation? 

• Increase NFTM budget by $17M to $385M in FY20

• Increase BLM O&C funding, volume

Forestry reforms in Senate – Daines, Feinstein?

Congressional hearings – budget, climate change

Wilderness proposals

• 2018 Public Lands Omnibus, Oregon Wildlands Act



Legislative Agenda for 2019:
Wyden-Crapo Secure Rural Schools Trust Act  

• Proposed long-term solution to SRS issue.  $7B 
investment in trust fund(s), diverts timber receipts to 
trust fund, portion of fund to authorized projects, 
including forest management. 

BLM O&C priorities

• Increased appropriations, focus on volume sold

Delegation oversight/engagement 

• Individual projects, policy issues (BLM “snow down”)



Legislative Agenda for 2019:

GNA and Shared Stewardship

Washington: GNA revolving account (2018), forest 
health funding.

Oregon: GNA revolving account, better focus for 
GNA/state spending

California, Idaho, Montana:  CFA, SPI, IFG, etc.



Questions?
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