
Categorical Exclusions available to the USFS 

 

Categories for Which a Project or Case File and Decision Memo Are Not Required   
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(d)(4) Repair and maintenance of roads, trails, and landline boundaries. Examples include but are 

not limited to:  

(i) Authorizing a user to grade, resurface, and clean the culverts of an established NFS 

road;  

(ii) Grading a road and clearing the roadside of brush without the use of herbicides;  

(iii) Resurfacing a road to its original condition;  

(iv) Pruning vegetation and cleaning culverts along a trail and grooming the surface of 

the trail; and  

(v) Surveying, painting, and posting landline boundaries.  

Categories of Actions for Which a Project or Case File and Decision Memo Are Required 

(e)(6) Timber stand and/or wildlife habitat improvement activities that do not include the use of 

herbicides or do not require more than 1 mile of low standard road construction. Examples 

include, but are not limited to:  

(i) Girdling trees to create snags;  

(ii) Thinning or brush control to improve growth or to reduce fire hazard including the 

opening of an existing road to a dense timber stand;  

(iii) Prescribed burning to control understory hardwoods in stands of southern pine; and  

(iv) Prescribed burning to reduce natural fuel build-up and improve plant vigor.  € 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

(e)(12) Harvest of live trees not to exceed 70 acres, requiring no more than 1/2 mile of temporary 

road construction. Do not use this category for even-aged regeneration harvest or vegetation type 

conversion. The proposed action may include incidental removal of trees for landings, skid trails, 

and road clearing. Examples include, but are not limited to:  

(i) Removal of individual trees for sawlogs, specialty products, or fuelwood, and  
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(ii) Commercial thinning of overstocked stands to achieve the desired stocking level to 

increase health and vigor.  

 

(e)(13) Salvage of dead and/or dying trees not to exceed 250 acres, requiring no more than 1/2 

mile of temporary road construction. The proposed action may include incidental removal of live 

or dead trees for landings, skid trails, and road clearing. Examples include, but are not limited to:  

(i) Harvest of a portion of a stand damaged by a wind or ice event and construction of a 

short temporary road to access the damaged trees, and  

(ii) Harvest of fire-damaged trees.  

(e)(14) Commercial and non-commercial sanitation harvest of trees to control insects or disease 

not to exceed 250 acres, requiring no more than 1/2 mile of temporary road construction, 

including removal of infested/infected trees and adjacent live uninfested/uninfected trees as 

determined necessary to control the spread of insects or disease. The proposed action may 

include incidental removal of live or dead trees for landings, skid trails, and road clearing. 

Examples include, but are not limited to:  

(i) Felling and harvest of trees infested with southern pine beetles and immediately 

adjacent uninfested trees to control expanding spot infestations, and  

(ii) Removal and/or destruction of infested trees affected by a new exotic insect or 

disease, such as emerald ash borer, Asian long horned beetle, and sudden oak death 

pathogen.  

 

Categories established by statute 

HEALTHY FOREST RESTORATION ACT 

WILDFIRE RESILIENCE PROJECTS.  

(a) IN GENERAL.—Hazardous fuels reduction projects, as defined in the Healthy Forests 

Restoration Act of 2003 (16 U.S.C. 6511(2))  

(b) COLLABORATIVE RESTORATION PROJECT  

(1) IN GENERAL.—A project referred to in subsection (a) is a project to carry out forest 

restoration treatments that— 

(A) maximizes the retention of old-growth and large trees, as appropriate for the 

forest type, to the extent that the trees promote stands that are resilient to insects 



and disease, and reduce the risk or extent of, or increase the resilience to, 

wildfires;  

(B) considers the best available scientific information to maintain or restore the 

ecological integrity, including maintaining or restoring structure, function, 

composition, and connectivity; and  

(C) is developed and implemented through a collaborative process that—  

(i) includes multiple interested persons rep-resenting diverse interests; and 

(ii)(I) is transparent and nonexclusive; or  

(II) meets the requirements for a resource advisory committee under 

subsections (c) through (f) of section 205 of the Secure Rural Schools 

and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000 (16 U.S.C. 7125). 

(2) INCLUSION.—A project under this subsection may carry out part of a proposal that 

complies with the eligibility requirements of the Collaborative Forest Landscape 

Restoration Pro-gram under section 4003(b) of the Omnibus Public Land Management 

Act of 2009 (16 U.S.C. 7303(b)).  

(c) LIMITATIONS 

(1) PROJECT SIZE.—A project under this section may not exceed 3000 acres.  

(2) LOCATION.—A project under this section shall be 

(A) Prioritized within the wildland-urban interface;  

(B) If located outside the wildland-urban interface, limited to areas within 

Condition Classes 2 or 3 in Fire Regime Groups I, II, or III that contain very high 

wildfire hazard potential; and  

(C) Limited to areas designated under section 602(b)*  

*602(b) DESIGNATION OF TREATMENT AREAS.—  

(1) INITIAL AREAS.—Not later than 60 days after the date of enactment of the Agricultural Act of 2014, 

the Secretary shall, if requested by the Governor of the State, designate as part of an insect and disease 

treatment program 1 or more landscape-scale areas, such as subwatersheds (sixth-level hydrologic units, 

according to the System of Hydrologic Unit Codes of the United States Geological Survey), in at least 1 

national forest in each State that is experiencing an insect or dis-ease epidemic.  

(2) ADDITIONAL AREAS.—After the end of the 60-day period described in paragraph (1), the Secretary 

may designate additional landscape-scale areas under this section as needed to ad-dress insect or disease 

threats. 

(3) ROADS.—  



(A) PERMANENT ROADS. 

(i) PROHIBITION ON ESTABLISHMENT.—A project under this 

section shall not include the establishment of permanent roads.  

(ii) EXISTING ROADS.—The Secretary may carry out necessary 

maintenance and repairs on existing permanent roads for the purposes of 

this section. 

(B) TEMPORARY ROADS.—The Secretary shall decommission any temporary 

road constructed under a project under this section not later than 3 years after the 

date on which the project is completed. 

 

INSTALLATION OF FUEL BREAKS AND FIREBREAKS FOR HAZARDOUS FUEL 

REDUCTION ON FEDERAL LAND 

INCLUSION.—The term ‘authorized hazardous fuel reduction project’ includes, using the 

measures and methods described in subparagraph (A), the installation of—  

(i) a natural or manmade change in fuel characteristics that affects fire behavior such that 

a fire can be more readily controlled (commonly known as a ‘fuel break’); and  

(ii) a natural or constructed barrier used to stop or check a fire or to provide a control line 

from which to work to stop or check a fire (commonly known as a ‘firebreak’).’’ 


