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Rep. Bruce Westerman to Keynote 2021 AFRC Annual Meeting 
AFRC is pleased to confirm that Rep. Bruce Westerman of Arkansas will be a 

keynote speaker at our annual meeting, August 2-4 at Skamania Lodge in 

Stevenson, WA. Rep. Westerman currently serves as the Ranking Member of the 

Committee on Natural Resources, the congressional committee with oversight of 

our nation’s public lands and forests.  He is at the forefront of the national debate 

around forest management and conservation and is a champion of working lands 

and rural communities. 

 

There is still time to register for the annual meeting at AFRC’s web site. Due to 

overwhelming demand, rooms at Skamania Lodge are now sold out.  If you have 

not booked a room yet, we suggest making a reservation at the Best Western in 

Cascade Locks.  We look forward to seeing you in the beautiful Columbia River Gorge in just a few short 

weeks. /Nick Smith 

 

Washington, DC Update 
Manchin-Barrasso Letter to President Biden. On June 14, Senators 

Joe Manchin (D-WV) and John Barrasso (R-WY) – the Chairman 

and Ranking Member of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources 

Committee – sent a letter to President Biden which their offices 

described as “urging him to implement proactive forest management 

policies to reduce the occurrence of deadly wildfire, increase carbon 

storage, mitigate emissions, and improve the health and resiliency of 

our forests, communities, local economies, and climate.”  In their 

letter, Manchin and Barrasso note, in part, “we are writing to 

implore you to implement policies, grounded in science, that will guide and direct America’s approach to 

forest management. We must bring additional tools to bear in order to reduce the occurrence of deadly 

wildfires, help in our efforts to mitigate emissions from devastating wildfires, and sequester and store 

more carbon.”   

 

We are encouraged by the Senators’ letter and look forward to supporting the Committee’s efforts to 

advance forestry legislation, which may initially focus on legislation to tackle the growing reforestation 

backlog on federal lands following the exponential growth in catastrophic wildfires. 

 

Barrasso Infrastructure Proposal. Meanwhile, on June 24, President Biden and a group of bipartisan 

Senators reached an agreement on the outlines of a $1.1 trillion infrastructure plan.  While some aspects 

http://www.amforest.org/
https://web.cvent.com/event/1fb6014c-d3ac-46ff-99f5-a3b08bdfe8e8/summary
https://www.energy.senate.gov/services/files/0A974064-997F-432D-B185-69EC1E9437A3
https://www.energy.senate.gov/2021/6/manchin-barrasso-stress-to-biden-the-need-for-innovative-proactive-forest-management-policies-to-reduce-wildfire-adapt-to-a-changing-climate
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of the plan have been fully defined, other details are being left to congressional committees to hash out 

priorities for the available funds.  The Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee would help shape 

spending plans for nearly $100 billion in energy and natural resources spending.  

 

Committee Chairman Joe Manchin, who is also a member of the bipartisan group of senators, convened a 

June 24 Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee hearing on a legislative proposal outlining the 

details of the committee’s share of the infrastructure package.  The Manchin proposal authorizes $5.5 

billion for wildfire risk reduction and ecosystem restoration activities at the Forest Service and 

Department of the Interior over the next five years.  Within these amounts, the proposal directs: 

 

• $500 million for mechanical thinning and timber harvesting, $500 million for fuel and fire breaks, 

and $200 million for post-fire rehabilitation and restoration.  

• $200 million for Stewardship contracting, $200 million in support of Good Neighbor Authority 

projects, and $500 million for assistance to facilities purchasing byproducts from restoration 

projects.  

 

Congress is expected to act on an infrastructure package following the 4th of July recess.  It is not clear, 

however, if progressive Democrats will support a package that doesn’t include additional spending for 

climate change and other social programs they deem as important to “human infrastructure.”  Democrats 

may attempt to move these priorities through the budget reconciliation process, although it is unclear if 

they have the needed support of all 50 members of the Senate Democratic caucus.  House Speaker Nancy 

Pelosi (D-CA) recently threatened to hold up a vote on a bipartisan infrastructure package until the Senate 

delivers on the demands of progressives through a reconciliation vote. 

 

FY22 Forest Service, BLM Budget Process Commences.  On Friday, May 28 the Biden Administration 

released Fiscal Year 2022 budget requests for individual federal agencies, including the Forest Service 

and Bureau of Land Management (BLM).  Overall, both agencies would see significant funding increases 

targeted at Administration priorities like collaborative forestry, wildfire suppression, and responding to 

climate change. 

 

Forest Service. Funding for the National Forest System would increase by over 30 percent under the 

budget request, or $583 million. The Hazardous Fuels line item would receive the largest single increase, 

an additional $141 million (78 percent) to $321.4 million for “treatment of hazardous fuels within the 

wildland-urban interface and highest priority areas of NFS lands and adjacent State and private lands 

through prescribed burning, mechanical treatments, and other methods in order to restore forest health and 

reduce fire risks.” 

 

The budget request includes a 27 percent increase for the timber program (Forest Products) budget from 

$37M to $47M which would result in a 200 MMBF increase in planned timber volumes for a national 

target of 3.4 billion board feet.  The 200 MMBF increase represents a 6 percent increase over current 

timber sale levels.  Under the Trump Administration the Forest Service proposed increasing annual timber 

sale outputs to 4 billion board feet, although it did not come close to achieving those levels.  It is 

encouraging that the Biden Administration has requested additional funding for the Forest Service timber 

program and supports additional increases in timber sale volumes.   

 

http://www.amforest.org/
https://www.energy.senate.gov/services/files/8E5E06C5-60F6-4C50-8D19-20A80D0F255B
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Funding for the Collaborative Forest Landscape Restoration Program (CFLRP) would double from $40M 

to $80M under the Biden budget.  CFLRP is strongly supported by the new Chairman of the Senate 

Interior Appropriations Subcommittee, Senator Jeff Merkley (D-OR), who credits the program with 

increasing forest management activities on the Malheur National Forest through the Southern Blues 

Restoration Coalition. The results have been mixed for other CFLRP projects and the program is not 

directly tied to the agency’s planned timber outputs. 

 

The Forest Service’s total budget would increase to $6.3 billion for FY 2022 – an increase of nearly $1 

billion compared to FY 2021.  In addition to the large increase to Hazardous Fuels, wildfire suppression 

and preparedness will require an additional $100 million, while wildfire salaries and expenses would 

increase by $130 million.  Overall, fire suppression and preparedness activities would consume almost 

$2.1 billion, which does not include an additional $2.1 billion wildfire suppression reserve fund 

established under the fire borrowing funding fix.   

 

On June 28, the House Interior Appropriations Committee released its proposed Interior Appropriations 

bill, which includes some of the increases proposed by the Biden Administration. The House bill provides 

the $141M increase for Hazardous Fuels, while providing more modest increases to CFLRP (+20M, 50%) 

and Forest Products (+2M, 5%).  The Committee included report language directing the agency to detail 

“the resources necessary to increase the agency’s timber target to four billion board feet, annually, 

including the geographic regions most likely to contribute to the increase in forest product production 

should a new timber target be implemented, as well as any barriers to achieving the higher target level.” 

   

BLM.  The Biden budget request would fund the Public Domain (PD) forestry program at $14.7 million, a 

$4.6 million increase over the FY 2021 enacted level.  The Oregon and California (O&C) Grant Lands 

would receive $128 million, a significant $13.7 million increase over the FY 2021 enacted level.  

According to the BLM budget overview, a portion of the increases to the PD and O&C forest 

management programs will be used “to plan for and implement on-the-ground adaptive management 

practices to encourage the natural ability of forested areas to act as carbon sinks.”  

 

The increase to the O&C program also includes $5 million for post-fire restoration activities, including 

tree planting and forest development following the 2020 wildfire season in western Oregon.  The 

proposed O&C budget also provides $2.6 million as part of President Biden’s proposed “Civilian Climate 

Corps” program as well as $500,000 for zero emission vehicles.  One thing the BLM budget overview 

does not include is information about the volume of timber the BLM would sell in western Oregon during 

FY 2022.  The FY 2021 BLM budget prepared by the Trump Administration indicated that the agency 

would sell 270 MMBF in FY 2021 and would “continue to plan for offering up to 500 million board feet 

of timber in 2021, pursuant to its obligation under the O&C Act.”  It also does not appear that the BLM is 

requesting funds to begin preparing new Resource Management Plans (RMPs) for western Oregon, which 

is likely following the DC District Court decision on litigation challenging the 2016 RMPs.  

 

The House Interior Appropriations bill would provide $13 million for the PD forestry program, which is 

below the $14.7 million requested by the Administration.  Meanwhile, the House would provide $124.5 

million for the O&C lands, including $16 million for the Civilian Climate Corps, $4 million for “restoring 

landscape connectivity and function,” and $2.2 million for “conserving and restoring land to combat 

climate change.”  The Committee report also includes language directing the BLM to “refrain from any 

actions that would withdraw the Bureau from its fire protection agreement with the State of Oregon” and 

http://www.amforest.org/
https://www.doi.gov/sites/doi.gov/files/fy2022-bib-bh007.pdf
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“to prioritize response to administrative protests on timber sales in a timely manner and to report timber 

sale accomplishments in volume of timber sold and awarded, rather than merely the volume offered for 

sale, and shall report to the Committee on its progress.” 

 

Wyden Wild and Scenic.  On June 23, the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Subcommittee on 

National Parks convened a hearing on 15 public lands bills, including legislation (S. 192) from Senator 

Ron Wyden (D-OR) to designate 4,700 miles of rivers, streams, gulches, and draws in Oregon under the 

Wild and Scenic River Act. The so-called River Democracy Act of 2021 would place additional 

management restrictions on the management of approximately 3 million acres of predominantly federal 

lands within the ½-mile buffers mandated by the legislation. 

 

AFRC submitted extensive written comments to the Committee outlining concerns and recommendations, 

including pictures of some of the areas proposed for designation under the legislation. Last year’s 

devastating wildfires were a stark reminder of the need to treat overstocked federal forests, rather than 

placing additional restrictions on millions of acres.  During the hearing, Senator Wyden claimed that the 

legislation would protect these areas from wildfire.  The legislation does direct the agencies to evaluate 

the threat of high severity wildfires within the wild and scenic buffers, but subsequently limits them to 

only consider the use of prescribed fire to reduce the risk of high severity wildfire.      

 

As drafted, the legislation fails to 

recognize that many of these overstocked 

stands must be mechanically thinned 

before prescribed fire can be safely used.  

AFRC believes a more detailed analysis 

of the proposal is needed, including 

overlaying the proposed designations with 

condition class data, reforestation needs 

for acres affected by recent wildfires, and 

current management direction for the 

areas. Unfortunately, the map provided by 

Senator Wyden’s office does not support 

a more detailed review and analysis. 

AFRC has made several unsuccessful 

requests to Senator Wyden’s office for 

detailed maps and the associated GIS 

shape files since the legislation as 

introduced in February.      

 

A growing number of Oregon counties are going on record opposing the legislation, including Jackson 

County in southern Oregon and Wallowa County in eastern Oregon.  We expect that number to grow as 

counties learn more about the proposal and hear from concerned residents.  Healthy Forests, Healthy 

Communities is urging its supporters to contact their county commissioner asking that they formally 

oppose the Wyden proposal.  

 

Region 5’s Randy Moore to succeed Chief Vicki Christiansen. On June 8, Forest Service Chief Vicki 

Christiansen announced her plan to retire effective July 26.  On June 28, Agriculture Secretary Tom 

AFRC's Andy Geissler at one proposed Wild & Scenic "river" 

http://www.amforest.org/
https://amforest.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Letter-to-Wyden-S.192-06212021.pdf
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Vilsack announced the selection of Pacific Southwest Regional Forester Randy Moore as Christiansen’s 

successor.  

 

Moore will be the first African American to lead the Forest Service and has seen first-hand the 

devastating effects of drought, insects, and catastrophic wildfires on overstocked national forests in 

California. Hopefully, Moore’s selection as chief will reinforce the urgent need to drastically increase 

active forest management to treat overstocked forests to reduce the risk of catastrophic wildfires and 

improve their resiliency to climate change. AFRC’s member companies and allied associations have 

enjoyed a good working relationship with Mr. Moore and look forward to working with him as the next 

Chief.        

 

Christiansen, a native of Washington state, plans to spend more time with family.  We greatly appreciate 

her efforts as Chief and would like to congratulate her on her retirement.    

 

Other Biden Administration personnel news.  On June 23, President Biden nominated Homer Wilkes to 

serve as USDA Under Secretary for Natural Resources and Environment, which oversees the Forest 

Service.  Wilkes was nominated for the same position in 2009 by President Obama, but ultimately 

withdrew himself from consideration due to personal reasons.  Wilkes is a native of Mississippi and has 

spent over 40 years working for USDA, primarily within the Natural Resources Conservation Service 

(NRCS).  

 

USDA Secretary Tom Vilsack issued a statement noting that the Wilkes’ nomination “reflects USDA’s 

commitment to putting agriculture, forestry and working lands at the center of solutions to increase 

climate resilience, sequester carbon, protect our air and water.”  We expect the Senate to take up the 

nomination in July and look forward to working with Mr. Wilkes once he is confirmed. 

 

President Biden’s nominee to lead the Bureau of Land Management, Tracy Stone-Manning, is being 

dogged by her connection to a 1989 tree spiking incident. While it is not believed that Stone-Manning 

was directly involved in the incident, she did assist the perpetrators in sending a letter to the Forest 

Service warning them of the tree spiking and urging them not to move forward with the timber sale.  

Stone-Manning, who received immunity by testifying against the perpetrators, was a graduate student at 

the University of Montana and member of Earth First!.  

 

Senate Republicans appear united in opposition to the nomination, including Committee Ranking Member 

John Barrasso who accused Stone-Manning of lying to the Senate about the incident. /Heath Heikkila 

 

AFRC in the News  
• AFRC’s concerns with Sen. Wyden’s Wild & Scenic Rivers legislation were 

highlighted in a Capital Press story. 

• Nick Smith published an oped in the Portland Tribune highlighting the need for better 

federal forest management amid record lumber costs.  

• Andy Geissler published an oped in the Register Guard in support for sustainable forest 

management and post-fire salvage on public lands.  

http://www.amforest.org/
https://www.energy.senate.gov/2021/6/barrasso-tracy-stone-manning-lied-to-the-senate
https://www.capitalpress.com/ag_sectors/timber/river-democracy-act-draws-criticism-for-including-rivers-that-arent/article_c8396ae2-d83b-11eb-81da-b7e6aa35bfe4.html
https://pamplinmedia.com/sg/78-opinion/510609-408384-smith-want-more-lumber-manage-our-forests-better
https://www.registerguard.com/story/opinion/columns/2021/06/03/guest-view-carl-sagan-timber-forestry-andy-geissler-climate-change/7493638002/
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New Post-fire Spotted Owl Research  
A study recently released in Animal Conservation yielded noteworthy conclusions on how certain wildlife 

species’ populations are impacted by wildfire and post-fire timber salvage.  The study, titled “Megafire 

causes the persistent loss of an old-forest species,” first evaluated post-fire population dynamics of the 

Northern Spotted Owl (NSO) following the 2014 King Fire in California, and then expanded on initial 

short-term impacts reported by the same authors in 2016. 

 

The King Fire, which burnt over 97,000 acres, impacted roughly half of an ongoing NSO study area 

dating back to the late 1980s.  This provided a unique opportunity to use a “before-after” experiment 

design to assess impacts of the fire to an existing study-population.  This experiment initially yielded 

short-term conclusions for the first year following the fire (Jones et al., 2016).  Among other things, that 

study concluded that “while we used only one year of post-fire data, the substantial decline in occupancy 

at severely burned sites is unlikely to reflect a temporary loss of individuals that will soon be replaced by 

colonization, but rather represents a direct loss of suitable nesting and roosting habitat that will likely not 

be replaced for many decades.”  This conclusion was met with some criticism, which suggested NSOs 

may simply return to disturbed areas after a brief period of displacement.   

 

This year’s subsequent publication, which assessed NSO populations for six years after the fire, attempted 

to address these criticisms based on the authors’ hypothesis that because NSOs in California evolved in a 

frequent, low severity fire regime, they are poorly adapted to persist in conditions following large severe 

fires.   

 

The researchers assessed populations across several spatial scales and found that NSOs at severely burnt 

sites (>75% canopy mortality) went locally extinct and did not recolonize those sites over a 6-year period 

following the fire.  This supports the authors’ hypothesis that NSOs are poorly adapted to survive and 

persist in post-fire landscapes characterized by extensive severe fire.  This also supports the early findings 

reported in 2016 and supports the notion that NSO site abandonment was not ephemeral in nature.  These 

additional 5 years of results prompted the authors to reject the notion that owl territories experiencing 

large, severe fires may simply show an initial abandonment of sites but return shortly thereafter. 

 

The authors also hypothesized that these negative post-fire owl population dynamics were driven by the 

fire itself rather than by post fire timber salvage.  Therefore, portions of the study area that were salvage 

logged were included among the covariates in the experiment.  Past studies, including a 2020 study by the 

same authors (Jones et al., 2020), were unable to assess fire and salvage effects independently.  However, 

this study was able to separate the two effects and “unequivocally determined” that severe fire, and not 

salvage logging, was correlated with the observed local declines in spotted owl site occupancy, including 

both persistence and recolonization.  Ultimately, the authors rejected the hypothesis that salvage logging 

drove- or even contributed to- the observed post-fire decline in NSO populations.   

 

Finally, the authors considered these results in the context of active forest management designed to reduce 

fire severity in dry-forest ecosystems.  They note that while there are abundant empirical observations that 

demonstrate that density reduction alters fire behavior in dry forests, these treatments often have short-

term negative impacts on sensitive wildlife species, including the NSO, by removing key habitat 

elements, particularly canopy cover.  Whether these short-term negative impacts on the NSO are an 

http://www.amforest.org/
https://zslpublications.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/acv.12697
https://esajournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/fee.1298
https://www.scienceforconservation.org/assets/downloads/Jonesetal2020_KingFire_LandsEcol.pdf
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appropriate tradeoff for positive long-term resilience against high severity fire hinges on whether the NSO 

is negatively impacted by high severity fire.  The conclusions in this study clearly indicate that NSO 

populations are negatively impacted by high severity fire and suggest that short-term NSO habitat 

degradation that improves a forest’s resiliency to high severity wildfire is a prudent tradeoff for land 

managers to consider. /Andy Geissler 

 

AFRC, FFRC and ALC Successfully Intervene in Defense of the Forest Service’s 

NEPA Rule 
On June 24, Judge James P. Jones of the U.S. District Court for the Western District of Virginia granted 

the motion to intervene submitted by AFRC, Federal Forest Resource Coalition (FFRC), and American 

Loggers Council (ALC), in a case challenging the Forest Service’s new NEPA regulations (NEPA Rule).  

See Clinch Coalition et al. v. United States Forest Service et al., 2:21-cv-00003-JPJ-PMS. 

 

In November 2020, the Forest Service issued its long-awaited NEPA Rule, capping a nearly three-year 

process by agency staff to update and streamline environmental analysis and decision-making procedures.   

The primary elements of the Forest Service NEPA Rule are: (1) a new restoration Categorical Exclusion 

(CE) for up to 2,800 acres of treatment by mechanical harvest or other methods; (2) adoption of a 

“determination of NEPA adequacy” (DNA) procedure; and (3) a series of additional CEs for routine 

agency actions, including the renewal of special use permits and issuance of certain recreation permits. 

 

The Clinch Coalition challenges several of the CEs authorized under the new NEPA Rule:  (1) CE-3, to 

be codified at § 220.6(e)(3), which allows continued special uses that require less than 20 acres of NFS 

lands, an increase from the previous exclusion allowing special uses that require less than 5 acres; (2) CE-

24, to be codified at § 220.6(e)(24), which allows “[c]onstruction and alignment of up to 2 miles of NFS 

roads and associated park areas”; and (3) CE-25, to be codified at § 220.6(e)(25), which allows [f]orest 

and grassland management activities with a primary purpose of meeting restoration objectives or 

increasing resilience.”  The Clinch Coalition seeks a complete vacatur of the Forest Service’s NEPA Rule, 

along with portions of the CEQ NEPA Rules, which were effective in September 2020.   

 

AFRC, FFRC, and ALC strongly support the rulemaking. The Forest Service’s NEPA Rule improves 

regulatory certainty and reduces the regulatory burden and likelihood of litigation.  For AFRC, ALC, and 

FFRC’s members, the Forest Service’s regulatory reform will likely result in economic benefits by 

streamlining the provision of commercial timber and service contracts on the National Forests.  The 

regulations also simplify the NEPA review process for projects that will be authorized under the DNA or 

the restoration CE, making NEPA review less time consuming, more efficient, and less costly while 

continuing to allow for examination of the environmental effects of proposed federal projects. 

 

Assuming there are no challenges to the administrative record, plaintiffs’ motion for summary judgment 

is due on August 5, Federal Defendants cross-motion for summary is due on September 9 and 

Intervenors’ cross-motion for summary judgment is due on September 16. /Sara Ghafouri 

 

Judge Molloy Issues Mixed Ruling in the Challenge to Revised Flathead Forest Plan  
On June 24, Judge Donald W. Molloy of the U.S. District Court for the District of Montana issued a 65-

page mixed ruling in a consolidated action challenging the Revised Flathead Forest Plan. The judge ruled 

in favor of Federal Defendants and Defendant-Intervenors (AFRC and Montana Logging Association) on 

http://www.amforest.org/
https://amforest.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Dkt-116-Summary-Judgment-Opinion-Order.pdf
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the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Travel Management Rule issues, but ruled in favor of 

plaintiffs on some of their Endangered Species Act (ESA) claims challenging the Flathead National Forest 

Land Management Plan.  

 

The Revised Flathead Forest Plan was implemented in 2019, after a multi-year environmental analysis 

and public comment process. The Revised Forest Plan covers 2.4 million acres of public land in the 

Rocky Mountains of northwestern Montana. The new plan is a much-needed update to the existing forest 

plan that was completed in 1986 and is meant to address the changing ecological, social, and economic 

conditions in the area. Notably, the new plan emphasizes active vegetation management near communities 

to improve fire and fuels management and addresses the need for new analyses regarding timber 

production opportunities.  

 

Plaintiffs filed suit in April 2019 challenging the forest plan itself and its corresponding 2017 Biological 

Opinion (BiOp), claiming: (1) NEPA violations involving road density and culverts; (2) ESA violations 

involving road density and reclamation requirements, grizzly bear population analysis, access conditions, 

take, and reliance on the BiOp; and (3) violations of the Travel Management Rule.  

 

The court ruled in favor of plaintiffs on some of the ESA issues, namely the 2017 Biological Opinion’s 

analysis of the parts of the Revised Forest Plan that deviate from Amendment 19 in the Access 

Amendments as they relate to roads, impacting grizzly bears and bull trout.  However, Judge Molloy left 

open the possibility that once the issues are fully considered, the Revised Forest Plan might stay the same.  

Judge Molloy remanded the Biological Opinion to FWS without vacatur.   

 

In determining the appropriate remedy, Judge Molloy concluded that remanding without vacatur was 

more appropriate because it would allow projects authorized under the Revised Forest Plan to proceed.  

The court noted that if the Revised Plan were vacated, the economic impact on Defendant-Intervenors and 

on the local communities that depend on approved projects for employment could be severe: “A member 

of Defendant-lntervenors, Weyerhaeuser-Montana, ‘provides about 575 important family-wage jobs to the 

local community with an annual payroll of over $40 million,’” and “without the Revised Plan, eight 

projects identified by Weyerhaeuser-Montana could not go forward, which would detrimentally impact its 

business.” Plaintiffs have 60 days to appeal the decision. /Kameron Schroeder 

 

Magistrate Judge Upholds the South Fork Stillaguamish Vegetation Project  
On May 28, Magistrate Judge Tsuchida, from the U.S. District Court of the Western District of 

Washington, issued a 45-page Report and Recommendation denying plaintiffs’ motion for summary 

judgment in their challenge to the South Fork (SF) Stillaguamish Project on the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie 

National Forest.  

 

The SF Stillaguamish Project encompasses 2,000 to 3,300 acres of commercial thinning, 1,060 acres of 

noncommercial thinning, and approximately 30 miles of road construction. The purpose of the proposed 

treatment is to provide desired levels of habitat for species associated with old growth forests, including 

the Northern spotted owl, marbled murrelet, and other species of concern within the SF Stillaguamish 

watershed.  A secondary purpose of the project is to manage the Forest Service’s road and trails systems 

to meet Tribal and visitor use and to meet the needs for administrative management of Forest Service 

lands. There are three contracts associated with this project: The Bonanza Thin Timber Sale and the 

http://www.amforest.org/
https://amforest.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Report-and-Recommendation.pdf


 

June 2021 9 www.amforest.org 
 
 
 

Mallardy Thin DxP Stewardship, which were awarded to AFRC member Hampton Tree Farms, LLC; and 

the Green Grouse Stewardship, which was awarded to Skagit Log and Construction, Inc.  

 

This project is a large component of the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie’s timber program and will produce a total 

of 19.5 million board feet—the Forest’s entire timber volume for Fiscal Year 2020.  AFRC successfully 

intervened as defendants on behalf of Hampton and Skagit Log in support of the project.   

 

At the outset of the Report and Recommendation, the court acknowledged the importance of the project to 

the local community: “The commercial timber volume from the project will help support Hampton’s mill 

operations in Darrington and other regional mills…These family-wage jobs are an essential element of the 

economy in rural Skagit and Snohomish Counties.”  The court also recognized the Darrington 

Collaborative’s letter of support regarding the project, noting that the Collaborative believes that the 

project’s “treatments, over time, will increase the diversity, habitat value, and resilience of these stands 

and the landscape” and “appropriately balance[s] ecosystem goals and restoration opportunities with a 

viable wood products industry that provides jobs and economic benefits to rural communities.”  

 

With respect to plaintiffs’ claims, Judge Tsuchida found that the Forest Service complied with the 1994 

Northwest Forest Plan’s requirement that there be “no net increase” in road mileage within Key 

Watersheds because the project did not add any road mileage to the project area and all temporary roads 

used will be decommissioned before the end of the project.  In fact, the project results in a net decrease in 

road mileage of about 18.6 miles.  Next, the court determined that the Forest Service complied with the 

1990 Forest Plan’s guideline that the project should retain 40 percent of the potential population levels for 

woodpeckers, adequately analyzing the impacts to sensitive species, and satisfied its survey obligations 

for the Puget Oregonian snail.  Finally, the court rejected all of plaintiffs’ claims under the National 

Environmental Policy Act, finding that the agency took a hard look at the environmental impacts to 

wildlife species and analyzed a reasonable range of alternatives.   

 

Because the parties did not consent to the magistrate judge, there is an opportunity to “object” to the 

Report and Recommendation to Judge Jones, an Article III District Court Judge.  Plaintiffs filed their 

objection on June 17, limiting their objection to Judge Tsuchida’s decision on the roads and woodpecker 

issues, and Federal Defendant and Defendant-Intervenors filed their response on July 1.  The matter will 

be calendared for Judge Jones’ consideration on July 1. /Sara Ghafouri  

 

Judge Kasubhai Issues Mixed Ruling on the Thurston Hills Project  
On June 4, Magistrate Judge Kasubhai of the U.S. District Court for the District of Oregon issued a mixed 

ruling granting plaintiffs’ motion in part and granting federal defendants’ and defendant-intervenor’s 

motions in part regarding the Thurston Hills Non-Motorized Trails and Forest Management Project 

(Thurston Hills Project), which includes the construction of an 8.5-mile mountain biking trail system and 

the Pedal Power Timber Sale. 

 

The BLM developed the Thurston Hills Project in 2017 to provide public access and recreational 

opportunities as well as provide timber and economic benefits to support local communities. The project 

involves logging of about 92 acres and the adding of approximately 8.5 miles of recreational trails to the 

Willamalane Thurston Hills Natural Area which is located southeast of downtown Springfield. AFRC 

intervened on behalf of AFRC member Seneca Sawmill Company, who was awarded the contract in 

February 2019.  

http://www.amforest.org/
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Plaintiffs Cascadia Wildlands and Oregon Wild originally filed a lawsuit seeking to halt the project in 

2019, bizarrely claiming that thinning forests would increase the fire risk in the area, among other claims. 

Judge McShane ultimately ordered the BLM to share information about the projects fire dangers and 

criticized the agency for its failure to designate and establish a buffer along the trails, known as a 

Recreation Management Zone (RMZ), prior to harvest activities. After Judge McShane’s ruling, the BLM 

issued a new environmental assessment for the project in July of 2020 incorporating Judge McShane’s 

requests.  The BLM designated a 50-foot buffer along the centerline of each trail but continued to allow 

harvest activities within the Zone.  The BLM also updated its analysis of the impacts on fire hazard levels 

and disclosed the Fuels Report to the public.  BLM’s updated Thurston Hills Project was immediately hit 

with another lawsuit from plaintiffs the following month. 

 

Judge Kasubhai accepted plaintiffs’ claim involving the establishment of the RMZ, holding that BLM 

failed to follow Judge McShane’s instruction to “affirmatively ‘preserve’ the RMZ (recreational 

management zone) prior to harvest,” noting the project “proposes to log the identical area proposed in 

2018.”   

 

However, Judge Kasubhai rejected all of plaintiffs’ NEPA claims, ruling in favor of Federal Defendants 

and Seneca Sawmill Company. The court determined that (1) the BLM did take a hard look at how the 

project would affect fire hazard levels, (2) BLM was not arbitrary and capricious in including future 

harvest on the Harvest Land Base (HLB) as part of its no action alternative since “the status quo of all 

HLB is eventual timber harvest,” (3) plaintiffs waived their argument regarding the BLM’s failure to 

provide a reasoned explanation for the change in its fuels report about existing stand conditions, and (4) 

plaintiffs cannot relitigate their argument that the BLM failed to consider a reasonable range of 

alternatives as they could have raised their proposed alternatives in the RMZ in their prior action.  
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The parties will file supplemental briefs regarding the appropriate remedy given the court’s expected final 

recommendation. After a final findings and recommendation is issued, both sides will have an opportunity 

to object on both the merits and remedy recommendation Judge Kasubhai has given to Judge McShane. 

/Kameron Schroeder 

 

Washington DNR Fiscal Year 2021 Timber Sale Wrap Up 
With the June Auction week now in the books, the Fiscal Year 2021 DNR Timber Sale program comes to 

a close. Closing out a year that saw record lumber prices, a few timber sale protests, continued COVID-19 

protocols and continued strong purchaser interest in DNR managed timber. This strong market demand 

for logs from DNR-managed trust lands also meant a boost to the revenue collected by DNR and 

distributed to the trust beneficiaries. That boost equated to over $60 million above the total minimum bid 

value for all sales, resulting in a gross auction revenue of $214,220,417.68.  

 

DNR-managed trust lands are broken into two primary categories, the Federally granted lands, and the 

State Forest Transfer or “County” trust lands. DNR retains a management fee of 31% of revenue 

generated on the Federally granted lands and 25% from the “County” trust land revenue. These 

management funds along with sale fees collected for the Access Road Revolving Fund (ARRF) are used 

to cover the costs associated with the management of trust lands. Staff wages, silviculture, meeting 

expenses, road maintenance, are just a few of the costs paid for from the timber sale revenue and the 

management funds. 

 

The remainder of the revenue (69% for Federally granted and 75% for “County” trust lands) will be 

distributed to the appropriate beneficiary. The largest beneficiary of the Federally Granted trust lands is 

the Common School Construction Account (CSA). Funds deposited in the CSA assist in public school 

construction and remodeling across the State. Other trusts include the Capitol Building Account, the 

University of Washington, Washington State University, and schools such as Western and Central 

Washington Universities. Revenues from “County” trust lands go to support County and local (Junior) 

taxing districts where the timber harvests occur. County roads, fire/EMS, libraries, hospitals, and schools 

are among those benefiting from this non-tax revenue.  

 

DNR sold 541,097 MBF of timber in Washington in FY 2021 through 113 timber sales, which included 

about 45 MMBF of FY20 sales that had not sold at auction. DNR reports only one sale not selling at 

auction, for a total of 1,387 MBF. However, DNR has been dealing with opposition by a small group to 

timber sales that contain what the group considers old-growth or big and old trees. Some of the sales this 

group is in opposition to contain trees that are 50 to 80 years old. This opposition has led DNR to 

temporarily halt auctioning of these sales while staff conducts thorough reviews to assure compliance 

with existing policy related to old-growth management. This has led to the temporary deferment of about 

24.3 MMBF of sales that were originally planned for FY21. All of these sales are located in western 

Washington and impact a variety of trust beneficiaries. 

 

Looking ahead to Fiscal Year 2023, we anticipate DNR will bring about 494.5 MMBF to auction in its 

western Washington Regions. This is higher than the average 465 MMBF identified in the current 

Sustainable Harvest Calculation (SHC), which only has two fiscal years left in that plan. About 70 

MMBF will be offered for sale in eastern Washington. The majority of this volume will occur in NE 

Region. DNR is currently working to update the eastern Washington SHC and appears to be working to 
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align the westside and eastside SHCs on the sale planning decade beginning with Fiscal Year 2025. /Matt 

Comisky 

 

 
Check out our new video: "Washington State Logs to Lumber" demonstrating how renewable, climate friendly wood products 

are made. 

AFRC Visits Montana Western POD Forests 
AFRC staff and members held meetings and subsequent field 

trips with the Flathead, Kootenai, and Lolo/Bitterroot National 

Forests during the week of June 14.  All three meetings had very 

good attendance from the Forest Service, industry, and Montana 

DNRC.  AFRC would like to thank all of the attendees for their 

interest in the programs of these National Forests and for helping 

to increase the pace and scale of management.   Some takeaways 

from each Forest include: 

 

Flathead National Forest. The meeting on the Flathead 

highlighted the use of Designation by Prescription (DxP), the 

Montana GNA program, and an update from the staff on the 5-

year timber sale program.  The group toured three Projects, the 

Crystal Cedar project—pictured below where DxP was used to 

implement harvest, the Blankenship GNA project, and the Abbot 

Basin timber sale that used DxP.  Kurt Steele, Forest Supervisor 

provided a Forest update, and his staff reported it is in good 

shape to hit its timber target of 50 mmbf in the coming years.  

Greg Archie, Program Director for the Montana GNA program 

said that the Flathead was “The Gold Star Program” for the GNA 

program with planned and future projects  Montana DNRC did not ask the State Legislature for additional 

funding this year for the GNA program, but there may be a short-term gap of funding as receipts from 

active timber sales that have been slow coming in.   

 

Kootenai National Forest. The meeting on the Kootenai focused on the Forest’s work to get consultation 

completed with FWS to move several large projects towards implementation.  In FY 2020 several large 

landscape projects had to be reconsulted to satisfy the Grizzly bear access amendment lawsuit.  At this 

time, the Ripley Project, Purple Marten, and Pinkham Meadows have cleared consultation and are ready 

Regional Director of Forest Management 

Carol McKenzie reviewing Crystal Cedar DxP 
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for implementation.  The Black Ram EA has not cleared consultation and the three timber sales planned 

out of that EA for FY 2021 may not be ready for sale this fiscal year.   

 

Chad Benson, Forest Supervisor pointed out that once these large projects and others clear consultation, 

the Forest will be in good shape to hit their out-year timber targets of 80 MMBF.  Mark Peck of Lincoln 

County gave an update on the Lincoln County Shared Stewardship Project.  The goal of the stewardship 

agreement was to increase the pace and scale of management in the local Wildland Urban Interface 

(WUI), which covers roughly 140,000 acres surrounding the communities of Libby and Troy.  Partners in 

the agreement include the Kootenai National Forest, Montana DNRC, Lincoln County and NRCS.  While 

some major projects are being planned in the WUI such as Ripley, Swamped, and Knotty Pine, the county 

envisions working with the state’s GNA program to develop other smaller projects possibly using 

categorical exclusions.   

 

 
Nate Gassman, Libby District Ranger points out the Clayday GNA timber sale out of Ripley EA. 

 

Bitterroot/Lolo National Forests. This meeting focused on a tour of the developing Bitterroot Front 

project on the Bitterroot National Forest, a discussion of Condition Based Management, and an update of 

each Forest’s timber sale programs.  The Bitterroot Front Project will cover about 150,000 acres of lands 

within the WUI of which about 70,000 acres could be managed.  The Forest plans to use Condition Based 

Management during planning which will list approximate acres to be treated, miles of roads to be used, 

along with other parameters.  Exact locations of treatments, road locations and other activities will be 

determined during timber sale implementation.   

 

The Lolo Forest reported they will be meet their timber target for FY 2021 although the three timber sales 

in the Soldier Butler EA have been tied up in litigation.  They also outlined their 5-year program of work 

which plans for a target of about 50 MMBF.  The Bitterroot Forest reported that it is doubtful that the 

Gold Butterfly Project decision will be out in time for the two timber sales in that EIS to be sold in FY 
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2021.  Those are the only two timber sales planned for this fiscal year which total 16 MMBF.  Their long-

term program is about 15-17 MMBF.  AFRC would like to thank Eric Winthers for an excellent tour of 

the Bitterroot Front project.  

  

 
Overview of Bitterroot Front Project and proximity to WUI. 

 

Again, AFRC would like to thank the staff of all four Forests, Regional Office staff, AFRC members, 

Montana DNRC, and other interested parties for making this tour of the Montana Western POD Forests 

successful.  /Tom Partin and Sara Ghafouri 
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