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 July 1, 2022 

 

 

Board of Natural Resources 

MS 4700 

Olympia, WA 98504-7000 

 

Dear Board Members: 

 

The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) recently announced the creation of a new program to lease an estimated 

10,000 acres of forested state trust lands in western Washington for carbon sequestration and storage through voluntary 

carbon offset markets.  As described in DNR’s public communications, the carbon lease program represents a significant 

departure in policy guiding the management of DNR-managed forested state trust lands. While we may have different 

perspectives on the merits of DNR’s proposed carbon program, we agree that any carbon leases should be formally 

reviewed and approved by the Board of Natural Resources.  The Legislature, as trustee, has an important role to play in 

providing DNR the authorities it needs to effectively manage state trust lands while also providing solutions and resources 

to mitigate for the impact of policy decisions on the beneficiaries. 

 

The Board of Natural Resources (Board) is charged under RCW 43.30.215(2) with establishing policies based on “sound 

principles designed to achieve the maximum effective development and use” of the lands and resources managed by DNR 

and for performing duties of appraisal and approval of transactions related to these lands and resources.  The Board carries 

out these duties through the regular approval of timber sales from DNR-managed trust lands, the adoption of a decadal 

Sustainable Harvest Calculation consistent with RCW Chapter 79.10, and the adoption of other policies and agreements like 

the State Lands Habitat Conservation Plan.  The proposed carbon lease program should receive a similar level of oversight 

by the Board as it is developed, analyzed, and brought for approval. 

 

DNR’s proposed carbon lease program has garnered significant interest from legislators, trust land beneficiaries, local 

communities, and stakeholders–including many with diverse opinions about the management of DNR state trust lands.  

While the Board has received two presentations from DNR staff on the proposal, many questions remain about how the 

program would work, its potential environmental and financial ramifications, and uncertainty about the Board’s role in the 

process.  We believe these questions will be best answered if the Board acts now to commit DNR to an open, transparent 

process that maintains strong public confidence in the agency and its respect for its statutory requirements and fiduciary 

obligations, as well as the Board’s ultimate approval authority for carbon leases. 

 

Thank you for your commitment to good governance, open and inclusive processes, and providing needed accountability of 

a complex and controversial new program. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

                                                             
Senator Christine Rolfes                   Senator Kevin Van De Wege                            Senator Mark Mullet 

23rd Legislative District                   24th Legislative District                                    5th Legislative District  

 

 

                                       
                    Representative Steve Tharinger                   Representative Mike Chapman 
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