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Registration for AFRC’s Annual Meeting is Now Open!   
Registration is now open for AFRC’s Annual Meeting from April 11-13 at Skamania Lodge in beautiful 

Stevenson, Washington.  Please visit our webpage to register, book a room, and view the meeting agenda 

as it continues to take shape with outstanding guest speakers.  

 

We will start with our annual golf tournament at Elk Ridge Golf Course, known as the “The best 

Northwest golf course you’ve probably never heard of.”  After a day on the links we will then gather for 

our Welcome Reception.  

 

Wednesday, April 12, will feature engaging guest speakers; constructive presentations on timely forestry 

topics such as climate change, wildfire, smoke, and public timber supply; and interactive conversations 

with federal and state land managers.  On Wednesday night, AFRC will host its annual banquet and 

recognize important partners and leaders in the industry.  The Annual Meeting will conclude on Thursday, 

April 13, with a half day of meetings and the Board of Directors meeting. 

 

We encourage you to book your room at Skamania Lodge as soon as possible. Hotel reservations can be 

made by calling Skamania Lodge at 1-844-432-4748 using the group code “1YF1M4” or online 

here.  The group rate is $175.00/night for a forest view room, $185.00/night for a fireside room and 

$195.00/night for a river view room.  The cut-off date for the room block is March 12.  Register today 

and we’ll look forward to seeing you in the Gorge! 

 

 

The AFRC Podcast is a monthly discussion examining key 

issues and news relating to forestry, forest products and 

public lands management. 

 

The Montana Department of Natural Resources and 

Conservation is playing a central role in bringing land 

managers and stakeholders together to get more work done 

on the ground. Policy tools like Good Neighbor Authority 

has empowered DNRC to partner with federal agencies to 

plan and implement more forest restoration projects that 

address many shared priorities. To discuss the agency's 

efforts and successes with cross-boundary forestry, DNRC 

Director Amanda Kaster joins The AFRC Podcast. 

 

Click here to listen to Episode 17. Our podcast is available 

on Spotify! Also now available on Apple Podcasts! 

http://www.amforest.org/
https://web.cvent.com/event/323975cb-023c-465c-80ba-921d3a267d12/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/323975cb-023c-465c-80ba-921d3a267d12/regProcessStep1
https://web.cvent.com/event/323975cb-023c-465c-80ba-921d3a267d12/websitePage:f3a7e57f-60a3-4cce-8f41-b65465c337d6
https://web.cvent.com/event/323975cb-023c-465c-80ba-921d3a267d12/websitePage:85223911-e060-499c-885f-f8477b408c98
https://www.skamania.com/#/booking/step-1?group=1yf1m4
https://anchor.fm/afrc-forestry/
https://spotifyanchor-web.app.link/e/iagsGwBq4wb
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Washington DC Update 
After 15 votes House Republicans were finally able to secure the necessary votes to elect California 

Representative Kevin McCarthy as the 55th Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives.  The vote 

finally allowed members to be sworn in for the 118th Congress and for both parties to begin organizing the 

House, including formally naming committee leaders, and handing out committee assignments to new and 

returning members.   

 

House Natural Resources Committee.  As expected, Rep. Bruce Westerman (R-AR-4) – the only 

practicing forester in the Congress - was named Chair of the House Natural Resources Committee. Rep. 

Raul Grijalva, who has led Democrats on the Committee since 2014, will stay on as Ranking Member. 

New additions to the committee include Rep. Val Hoyle (D-OR-4), who replaced Rep. Peter DeFazio (D-

OR-4).  Hoyle and was also named to the House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee, where 

DeFazio served for decades until retiring as its chair.  Rep. John Duarte (R-CA-13), a farmer who pulled 

off an upset in the Central Valley-based 13th District, was also named to the Committee.  

 

House Agriculture Committee.  Rep. GT Thompson (R-PA-15) was selected to Chair the House 

Committee on Agriculture, which also has jurisdiction over the management of the National Forest 

System.  Thompson had been serving as Ranking Member and has a strong interest in federal forest issues 

as his district includes the Allegheny National Forest. Rep. David Scott (D-GA-13) will continue leading 

Democrats on the Committee.  New additions to the Committee include Rep. Marie Gluesenkamp-Perez 

(D-WA-3) and Rep. Andrea Salinas (D-OR-6) from the Pacific Northwest.  Meanwhile, Rep. Kim Schrier 

(D-WA-8), left the Committee after receiving a seat on the House Energy and Commerce Committee. 

 

House Energy and Commerce Committee.  Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-WA-5) was selected to 

chair the Committee, which has one of the most powerful gavels in Congress.  Rep. Frank Pallone (D-NJ-

6) will continue leading Democrats on the Committee.  Rep. Russ Fulcher (R-ID-1) was also added to the 

Committee’s Republican roster.  Fulcher will continue serving on the House Natural Resources 

Committee, although it is unclear if he will be tasked with chairing the public lands subcommittee.   

 

House Interior Appropriations Subcommittee.  Rep. Mike Simpson (R-ID-2) will assume the gavel of this 

subcommittee after leading Republicans on the Energy & Water Subcommittee in recent years.  Simpson 

has a strong background in Interior issues, including federal forest management issues coming from 

Idaho.  Rep. Ryan Zinke (R-MT-1), who returns to the House after leaving to serve as President Trump’s 

first Interior Secretary, will also serve on this important subcommittee.  Democrats have not yet named 

their subcommittee Ranking Members, but we expect Rep. Derek Kilmer (D-WA-6) to continue his 

service on the Interior subcommittee.  Kilmer is now 12th in seniority on the Democratic side of the 

Appropriations Committee, which should soon put him in a position to take over his party’s leadership for 

one of the 12 subcommittees. 

 

Senate Updates.  The Senate has not passed an organizing resolution naming all its committee members, 

although we expect very little change to Committee leadership.  The respective chair and ranking member 

of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee remain the same, Sen. Joe Manchin (D-WV) and 

Sen. John Barrasso (R-WY).  The leadership of the Senate Agriculture Committee will also likely remain 

unchanged with Sen. Debbie Stabenow (D-MI) and Sen. John Boozman (R-AR) leading their respective 

parties.  Sen. Patty Murray (D-WA) will now chair the Senate Appropriations Committee and was also 

selected to serve as the President Pro Tempore. AFRC looks forward to working with partners and 

http://www.amforest.org/
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champions on Capitol Hill to advance solutions to our nation’s forest health and wildfire crisis. /Heath 

Heikkila 

 

Biden Administration Announces New Priority Landscapes to Reduce Wildfire Risk 

in West 
On January 19, the Biden Administration announced $490 million to address wildfire risk on 11 new at-

risk landscapes in 10 states by reducing hazardous fuels on National Forests.  The funds were authorized 

by the Inflation Reduction Act, with additional funding being made available through the Infrastructure 

Investments and Jobs Act in the coming weeks.    

 

The new priority landscapes named this week are in Southern California; the Klamath River Basin on the 

Oregon-California border; San Carlos Apache Reservation lands in Arizona; and the Wasatch area of 

northern Utah, a tourist draw with seven ski resorts. Other sites are in the Nez Perce-Clearwater National 

Forest in Idaho, the Mt. Hood in Oregon, the Sierra and Elko Fronts in Nevada, and the Colville in 

Washington state.  Fifty-five percent of the funds announced this month are directed to the Plumas 

Community Protection area in California ($273 million). That project alone accounts for more than 38% 

of the proposed treatment acres in Fiscal Year 2023. 

 

“It is no longer a matter of if a wildfire will threaten many western communities in these landscapes, it is 

a matter of when,” said Secretary Vilsack. “The need to invest more and to move quickly is apparent. This 

is a crisis and President Biden is treating it as one.” 

  

In a press statement, USDA said the new priority landscapes were “selected based on the potential for 

wildfire to affect nearby communities and buildings, with a focus on protecting underserved communities, 

critical infrastructure, public water sources and Tribal lands,” and that USDA had taken steps to “use and 

prioritize a suite of provisions authorized in the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law to more quickly apply 

targeted treatments to the high-risk firesheds identified in the Wildfire Crisis Strategy.” 

  

The announcement comes exactly one year after the Biden Administration released its Wildfire Crisis 

Strategy and the original 10 landscape projects areas.  The 10-year strategy calls for treating up to 20 

million acres on national forests and grasslands and up to 30 million acres of other federal, state, Tribal, 

private, and family forests.  USDA noted that more than 10 million acres – an area more than twice the 

size of New Jersey – burned each year across the U.S. in 2020, 2017, and 2015.    

 

For context, USDA only completed 5 fuel break projects under authorities created by the Infrastructure 

bill, covering less than 12,000 acres.  According to initial estimates by the Forest Service, the $490 

million in new funding will help treat 194,506 at-risk acres.  

  

Chief Moore said “Doing this work in the right place, at the right time, and at the right scale, combined 

with the use of emergency authorities, will accelerate our planning, consultation, contracting, hiring and 

project work to reduce wildfire risk and improve forest health and resilience.” 

 

This week, the Forest Service also announced it will offer $41 million in new grants through the 2023 

Wood Innovations Grant and 2023 Community Wood Grant programs to spark innovation and create 

“new markets for wood products and renewable wood energy.”  These funds were also authorized as part 

of the Infrastructure Law and Inflation Reduction Act.   The deadline to apply is March 23.  More 

information on project and funding eligibility is available here. /Travis Joseph 

http://www.amforest.org/
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2023/01/19/biden-harris-administration-launches-new-efforts-address-wildfire
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2023/01/19/biden-harris-administration-launches-new-efforts-address-wildfire
https://www.fs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/fs_media/fs_document/WCS-Second-Landscapes.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/Confronting-Wildfire-Crisis.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/Confronting-Wildfire-Crisis.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/WCS-Initial-Landscape-Investments.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2023/01/31/usda-forest-service-accepting-grant-applications-wood-innovations
https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/energy-forest-products/wood-innovation
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CEQ Issues Interim NEPA Guidance on Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
On January 9, the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) issued interim guidance to assist federal 

agencies on how to analyze the effects of greenhouse gas (GHG) and climate change resulting from 

various actions, including forest management, under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  

The U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management (BLM) have been analyzing the effects of 

forest management activities on climate change for over a decade.  This new guidance will influence the 

scope and scale of those analyses in a manner that will likely result in more extensive and quantitative 

documentation in both Environmental Assessments (EA) and Environmental Impact Statements (EIS).   

 

Most noteworthy in the new guidance is the direction to quantify the reasonably-foreseeable direct and 

indirect gross GHG emissions, including biogenic emissions, for a proposed action, no action alternative, 

and any reasonable alternatives.  Biogenic emissions include those related to the natural carbon cycle 

(forest decomposition) as well as those resulting from the harvest and processing of biologically based 

materials.  For example, an EA that assesses a forest thinning project that will generate timber products 

would have to quantify the potential GHG emissions associated with manufacturing that timber into 

dimensional lumber or veneer.   

 

The guidance suggests that “quantification and assessment tools are widely available” and references 

several such tools.  Such a quantitative analysis would be a significant shift from how the U.S. Forest 

Service and BLM currently conduct effects-analysis on GHG emissions for forest management activities.  

In recent years, rather than attempt to predict and measure GHG emissions, most NEPA documents 

related to forest management conclude that a single project’s direct and indirect contribution to GHGs is 

negligible as are their contributions to cumulative effects.  The new guidance explicitly disapproves such 

assertions and indicates that it is not an appropriate way of characterizing the extent of proposed action’s 

and its alternatives’ contributions to climate change.  At the same time, the guidance acknowledges the 

“rule of reason” to guide the level of analysis for projects with “very few or an overall reduction in GHG 

emissions.”  The guidance, however, does not establish a significant threshold for when a proposed 

project’s GHG emissions would warrant the preparation of an EIS.  

 

The new guidance also directs federal agencies to identify alternatives and mitigation measures to avoid 

or reduce GHG emissions.  The substance of those alternatives may depend on how comprehensively the 

federal agencies assess and interpret quantified GHG emissions, including the consideration of short- and 

long-term effects.  For example, the guidance offers a scenario where the development of a new wind 

energy project could result in short-term construction GHG emissions but overall would result in long-

term GHG benefits.   

 

These long-term benefits are likely due to the expectation that a wind turbine would eventually replace 

other energy sources, such as fossil fuel combustion.  A similar scenario could be articulated for wood 

products in the place of a wind turbine.  In that scenario, the increased use of renewable biologically 

based products, such as wood, may result in short-term biogenic emissions but have overall long-term 

GHG benefits as wood could replace alternative products such as steel, concrete, or plastic.  This type of 

interpretation could complicate the development of an alternative designed to reduce GHG emissions for 

forest management projects with a timber harvest component. 

 

The guidance states that agencies should disclose and provide the best available estimates of the social 

cost of GHGs to monetize (presented in U.S. dollars) the climate change effects of a project’s GHG 

emissions.  The CEQ states that the NEPA analysis should provide the social cost of a proposed project’s 

http://www.amforest.org/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/01/09/2023-00158/national-environmental-policy-act-guidance-on-consideration-of-greenhouse-gas-emissions-and-climate
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GHG emissions even if no costs or benefits are monetized because it will help decisionmakers better 

understand the effects of a project’s GHG emissions, given that metric tons of GHGs can be difficult to 

understand and assess in the abstract.   

 

Finally, the guidance acknowledges that some forest management actions can generate short-term 

biogenic emissions while resulting in overall long-term net reductions of atmospheric GHG 

concentrations through increases in carbon stocks or reduced risks of future emissions.  In the context of 

federal forest management those carbon stock increases could be realized through accelerated carbon 

sequestration resulting from the increased vigor of residual trees following density reduction treatments.  

The reduced risk of future emissions would likely be realized through the reduced risk of high-intensity 

wildfire or forest mortality from insect and disease following similar treatments.   

  

This interim guidance is effective immediately.  However, CEQ is accepting public comments through 

March 10 and may revise the interim guidance based on public input.  /Andy Geissler 

 

Washington Legislative Update 
The Washington Legislature convened on Monday, January 9 for a 105-day long session where 

lawmakers will write a new two-year budget for state government.  Democrats have a 29-20 majority in 

the Senate and a 58-40 majority in the House after gaining a seat in each chamber in the November 

election.  AFRC has been active on legislation related to the management of Department of Natural 

Resources (DNR) state trust lands.   

 

Senate Bill 5254.  SB 5254 would make major DNR lease decisions involving state trust lands subject to 

approval by the Board of Natural Resources – the entity charged in state law with setting policies for state 

trust lands and for approving sales and transactions of state trust assets in compliance with the trust 

mandate.   

 

SB 5254 would apply to DNR’s “carbon project,” a proposal to withdraw 10,000 acres of DNR state trust 

lands from sustainable timber management in favor of 40-year leases with a private company to sell 

carbon credits on voluntary and unregulated carbon offset markets. 

 

DNR has faced scrutiny and questions about the lack of an open and transparent process for the carbon 

project, under which it plans to lease state trust lands to private interests without the approval of the 

BNR.  DNR has conceded that these leases will likely generate significantly less revenue for trust 

beneficiaries than sustainable timber harvests.  DNR has also failed to document the socioeconomic 

impacts of the proposal and if the carbon project will benefit our climate.    

 

As drafted, the bill would apply to all non-agriculture/grazing leases involving more than 250 acres of 

state trust lands.  The bill received a hearing in the Senate Agriculture, Water, Natural Resources & Parks 

Committee on January 23.  The legislation was broadly supported by the forest sector, state trust land 

beneficiaries and others.  DNR testified in opposition to the legislation based on concerns that it would 

have unintended consequences for certain agency leasing decisions.  The agency did signal a willingness 

to consider the legislation if its scope is narrowed. 

 

Trust Land Transfer Legislation (Senate Bill 5372/House Bill 1423/House Bill 1460).  DNR has proposed 

legislation to vastly expand the Trust Land Transfer (TLT) program.  TLT allows DNR to transfer lands 

out of trust status and receive legislative appropriations to secure productive replacement lands.   

http://www.amforest.org/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5254&Year=2023&Initiative=false
https://dnrtrustlands.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=85ab4a112762c7d747cfa1d19&id=f2ad86d249&e=d447749f8d
https://dnrtrustlands.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=85ab4a112762c7d747cfa1d19&id=cd02ed7ccf&e=d447749f8d
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5372&Year=2023&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1423&Chamber=House&Year=2023
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1460&Initiative=false&Year=2023
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While DNR needs a tool to reposition trust assets to improve financial performance for trust land 

beneficiaries, the program has resulted in the loss of nearly 71,000 acres of state trust lands.  DNR’s 

proposed legislation would expand the TLT program but does not include key provisions to prevent the 

continued loss of working state trust lands.  Changes are also needed to ensure consistency with the 

state’s fiduciary obligation of undivided loyalty to the beneficiaries. 

 

AFRC testified during a January 26 committee hearing on Senate Bill 5372 asking that the legislation be 

amended to prevent any further loss of working state trust lands and to ensure the program is focused on 

repositioning trust assets consistent with the state’s fiduciary obligation of undivided loyalty to trust 

beneficiaries.   We hope to work with the prime sponsors of the legislation to secure these needed 

changes. /Heath Heikkila 

 

Washington DNR Continues Work on Eastside Sustainable Harvest Calculation 
The Department of Natural Resources is continuing to move forward on the Sustainable Harvest 

Calculation (SHC) for trust lands managed by the agency. The eastern Washington SHC was last 

conducted in 1996. Updates to the SHC are to be conducted every 10 years or in what is referred to as a 

“Planning Decade.” For a variety of reasons, including funding and forest health needs, this work has not 

been completed for several planning decades.  

 

The scoping documents for the Environmental Impact Statement anticipated this work would cover Fiscal 

Year 2025 to Fiscal Year 2034 Planning Decade. Based on the report expected to be presented to the 

Board of Natural Resources at its February 7th meeting (see Fig. 1 below), it appears the target 

completion date is now June 2025, or just prior to the start of Fiscal Year 2026. 

 

 
Figure 1 - Eastside DNR SHC Timeline from DNR  

 

 

http://www.amforest.org/
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The Department has been working on updating its inventory and GIS data for these lands as well as 

developing its data and model inputs. One thing that makes these lands unique when compared to western 

Washington trust lands, is that lands on the east slope of the Cascades are covered under the 1997 State 

Lands Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP). The lands outside the range of the Northern Spotted Owl are 

regulated under the Washington State Forest Practices Act.  

 

Additionally, the Loomis State Forest has its own 

Land Management Plan. There is also a Lynx 

Management Plan that impacts forest 

management in NE Washington, and in 

particular the Loomis State Forest. 
Figure 2 - From DNR Presentation to BNR 2/7/23 

 

There are other additional plans such as the 20-year Forest Health Plan, as well as legislative direction 

that impacts active management of trust lands in Eastern Washington. The SHC Technical Advisory 

Committee is also providing ongoing input and advice to the planning team. As presented in Figure 1 

above, there are several plan points for feedback and guidance to be provided by the Board of Natural 

Resources. We will provide additional updates as both the eastern and western Washington SHC projects 

move forward. /Matt Comisky 

 

Washington Study Highlights Climate Benefits of Forest Management, Wood 

Products 
A study published in the annual report of Washington State University’s School of Economic Sciences 

illustrates how actively managing forests, harvesting timber and using more wood products contribute to 

the state’s efforts to combat climate change. The study, titled Global Warming Mitigating Role of Forests 

in Washington State, by Land Ownership Type, can be found here on page 58. 

 

The study sought to improve understanding of Washington’s forests in mitigating climate change. 

Researchers looked at the biogenic carbon flux of managed forests, including privately-owned 

timberlands and state trust lands managed by the Department of Natural Resources, as well as the 

biogenic carbon flux of U.S. Forest Service lands that are left largely unmanaged.   

 

While the study found that all forests offer potential to reduce net carbon emissions, researchers suggest 

managed forests can provide significant climate benefits, thanks to the ability of our forest sector 

professionals to maintain the health, resiliency and productivity of forests, and to provide renewable, 

carbon-storing wood products. Notably the study incorporates substitution analyses to account for the use 

of wood products in place of those that require more energy to produce, such as steel and concrete.  

 

The study found working forests are a net sequesterer of carbon, even after factoring emissions from 

logging and wood products manufacturing.  It also found managed forests experience less biomass loss 

that is caused by disturbances like natural tree mortality, disease and wildfire.  By comparison, 

unmanaged forests tend to have higher tree mortality and lower rates of tree growth, limiting carbon 

sequestration and storage potential, and resulting in more dead and dying trees that fuel devastating, 

carbon-emitting wildfires. /Nick Smith 

http://www.amforest.org/
http://ses.wsu.edu/impact-center/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/01/WASO_2023_v5_wo-bleeds.pdf
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Unfavorable Decision on Remand of the End of the World Challenge 
On January 3, Judge Candy Dale with the U.S. District Court for the District of Idaho denied the 

Government’s motion to alter the judgment to the End of the World (EOTW) Project on the Nez Perce-

Clearwater National Forest.  AFRC is Defendant-Intervenor in the case.  See Friends of the Clearwater v. 

Probert et al., Case No. 3:21-cv-00189 (D. Idaho Jan. 3, 2023). 

 

In June 2022, Judge Dale remanded the project back to the Forest Service to prepare an Environmental 

Impact Statement (EIS).  Judge Dale found that the Forest Service erred when it counted North Idaho Old 

Growth within Management Area 20 (MA20) as existing old growth and, therefore, failed to demonstrate 

compliance with the Forest Plan’s requirement to maintain a 5% minimum of Forest Plan Old Growth 

(FPOG) for stands within MA20, and a 10% minimum of FPOG forest-wide.  The Court also found that 

the Forest Service failed to take a hard look at the impact of the project because of the potential, 

cumulatively significant impacts on old-growth stands when EOTW and the neighboring Hungry Ridge 

Project are considered together, which is also on the Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forest.   

 

Both EOTW and Hungry Ridge are important thinning projects that will improve forest health and fuels 

reduction in adjacent areas in the Salmon River Ranger District.  The Governor of Idaho identified these 

projects under the Healthy Forests Restoration Act as priority treatment areas to address insect and 

disease infestations, and the increased risk of wildfire.  EOTW lies entirely within a Wildland Urban 

Interface and includes timber harvesting, prescribed burning, road construction, and watershed 

improvements on 17,908 acres of intermediate and regeneration harvest, generating about 144 million 

board feet (MMBF).  Hungry Ridge includes 7,144 acres of intermediate and regeneration harvest, 

generating about 173 MMBF.  (See June 2022 Newsletter).  

 

The Government moved to alter or amend Judge Dale’s remand order, which AFRC joined, respectfully 

requesting that the Court not mandate how deficiencies in the EOTW analyses must be resolved on 

remand.  The Government argued that requiring an EIS was pre-determining the outcome of the further 

analyses required from the Forest Service.  Judge Dale, however, denied the Government’s motion, 

reaffirming that there is a substantial question that a significant environmental impact may occur, such 

that an EIS is required.  In support of the Court’s reasoning, Judge Dale relied heavily on Bark v. United 

States Forest Service, 958 F.3d 865 (9th Cir. 2020), a previous AFRC case in which the Ninth Circuit 

held that the presence of substantial questions about whether the action will have a cumulatively 

significant environmental impact, standing alone, would support remand for preparation of an EIS.  (See 

April 2020 Newsletter).  

 

The Government has 60 days to file a notice of appeal.  AFRC will monitor whether the Government will 

appeal Judge Dale’s summary judgment decision or, instead, remedy the issues on remand. /Sarah Melton  

AFRC in the News  
• Nick Smith published a letter in The Oregonian explaining the benefits of active forest 

management to conserving old growth forests. 

• Tom Partin is quoted in the Billings Gazette regarding the South Otter Landscape 

Restoration and Resiliency Project on the Custer Gallatin NF.  

• Heath Heikkila is quoted in a Capital Press story regarding the Washington state trust 

lands leasing bill. 

•  

http://www.amforest.org/
https://amforest.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Judge-Dales-EOTW-Decision-to-Deny-Feds-Motion-to-Alter-or-Amend-Judgment.pdf
https://amforest.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/June-2022-Newsletter.pdf
https://amforest.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/April-2020-Newsletter.pdf
https://www.oregonlive.com/opinion/2023/01/readers-respond-wildfires-disease-biggest-threats-to-old-growth.html
https://billingsgazette.com/news/state-and-regional/forest-service-oks-logging-tree-planting-prescribed-burn-project-near-ashland/article_5e500058-9772-11ed-bdc8-9b7cf7ee031d.html
https://www.capitalpress.com/ag_sectors/timber/dnr-resists-running-some-leases-past-oversight-board/article_0d5dce26-9c06-11ed-9ddb-ef5021fe6a8f.html
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North Cascade Conservation Council Challenges Revised Twisp Project  
Last November, North Cascades Conservation Council filed suit against the Forest Service alleging that 

the agency violated the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Federal Advisory Committee Act 

(FACA) when it revised the Twisp Restoration Project in response to the 2021 Cedar Creek Fire.  See 

North Cascades Conservation Council, Case No. 2:22-cv-00293-JAG (E.D. Wash. Nov. 23, 2022).  The 

case is in the Eastern District of Washington before Magistrate Judge James A. Goeke, who was recently 

appointed to the bench in 2021. 

 

The Forest Service began planning the Twisp Restoration Project in 2018, which is located in the Methow 

Valley District on the Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest.  The Project’s purpose is to restore forest 

health, reduce wildfire risk, improve watershed functions, and maintain and protect wildlife habitats.  

Unfortunately, in the summer of 2021 the Cedar Creek Fire burned over 55,000 acres, including 10,000 

acres of the project area.  See December 2021 Newsletter.   

 

In response to the fire, the Forest Service reduced the project area from 77,000 acres to 24,000 acres and 

reduced the project’s duration from 30 to 20 years.  The revised project involves four timber sales, 11 

miles of new road construction, 5 miles of temporary road construction, and 28 miles of reopened roads 

that will be closed after completion of forest management treatments.  AFRC member Hampton Lumber 

has purchased the Lookout Stewardship Timber Sale, estimated to yield 15.7 million board feet (MMBF).  

The three other timber sales associated with the project are the Woodpecker DxP (FY 2023, 5.3 MMBF), 

Coal Train (FY 2024, 7 MMBF), and Rotor Wash (FY 2024, 5 MMBF). 

 

In its complaint, plaintiff alleges that the Forest Service’s determination to reduce the size of the project to 

encompass areas unaffected by the fire was done to avoid completing a full re-analysis of the project area, 

to expediate timber harvest, and done without opportunity for the public to comment.  Plaintiff also 

alleges that the Forest Service developed the revised Project in direct collaboration with the North Central 

Washington Forest Health Collaborative (NCWFHC), and that the agency utilized NCWFHC in such a 

fashion as to create a de facto “advisory committee” as defined under FACA. 

 

Both the original and revised project use condition-based management, which is an important tool for the 

Forest Service to treat large landscape-scale forest management projects.  Condition-based management 

does not identify specific treatment areas but instead identifies treatment actions and project design 

elements that are implemented when a certain set or range of conditions are present in the project area.  

The Forest Service will use condition-based management on 21,000 of the 24,000 acres of the revised 

Twisp Project. 

 

Plaintiff requests that, due to the purported NEPA and FACA violations, the Court should vacate the 

Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant Impact.  Plaintiff contends that an 

Environmental Impact Statement is needed because of the use of condition-based management and 

wildfire reduction “is a subject of scientific controversy.”  Plaintiff also requests that the Court declare the 

Forest Service violated NEPA by not re-opening the public comment period, violated FACA with respect 

to its interactions with NCWFHC, and enjoin the project from implementation until those issues are 

resolved.  The Government has not filed a response to the complaint and there is no briefing schedule in 

place.  AFRC is closely monitoring this litigation. /Sarah Melton  

 

 

 

http://www.amforest.org/
https://amforest.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Dkt.-1-Compl.-Nov.-23-2022.pdf
https://amforest.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/December-2021-Newsletter.pdf
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AFRC Meets With Western Montana POD Forests 
On January 12, AFRC and our members met with the Western Montana Pod which includes the Flathead, 

Kootenai, Lolo and Bitterroot National Forests. The purpose of these meetings is to receive an update on 

each Forest’s current and out-year timber programs and how their programs are being implemented.    

 

The Region has not received their final budget or timber targets, but has a self-imposed target of 440 

MMBF.  The targets for each forest are: 162.5 MMBF from the North Idaho Pod, 100 MMBF from the 

Eastern Montana Pod, and 177.5 MMBF from the Western Montana Pod.  Of the volume to be sold this 

year, 62% has signed NEPA documents along with approved Biological Opinions from the U.S. Fish & 

Wildlife Service.  The Region will be planning 16 shaded fuel breaks to reduce the risk of catastrophic 

wildfires across the various Forests.  The Region also currently has a 30% vacancy rate.   

 

Bitterroot: The long-awaited Gold Butterfly Project is finally moving forward.  The Mud Creek EA will 

have two phases and with four timber sales embedded.  The developing Bitterroot Front Project is through 

scoping is being planned using contract NEPA.  The firm doing the work is EMSI out of Denver, 

Colorado.  

 

Flathead: The Forest plans to treat 4,000-5,000 acres per year, since there is about 500,000 acres of 

treatable acres.  It will take the Forest 100 years to do a rotation across all of the Forest.  While the Forest 

has a PSQ of 36 MMBF their management needs are more than that to cover the 500,000 acres treated.  

The Forest hopes to sell about 50 MMBF in the out years on a consistent basis.  Each District is working 

on a 10-year program of work, which will set them up for NEPA-approved projects in the coming years.   

 

Kootenai: The Forest currently has about 100 MMBF tied up in litigation including the Black Ram, 

Ripley, and Knotty Pine Projects.  While the Forest is receiving more funding, the challenge has been 

their capacity to deal with the legal challenges on the Forest, along with consultation.  In lieu of large 

landscape projects the Forest has been working on several smaller projects including Norman McCedar, 

Saw Creek, and Sunday Creek.  The OU3 Project is being planned under CERCLA because it is a 

superfund site (the old vermiculite mining site) and covers 12,000-15,000 acres.  The Forest is striving to 

sell 80 MMBF on a consistent basis.   

 

Lolo/Bitterroot:  The Lolo Forest Plan revision is just getting underway.  The Plan revision will take three 

years and will allow ample opportunities for the public to comment.  The Forest’s target for the year is 46 

MMBF, however they will not be able to meet this target due to two NEPA decisions needed for the 

Sawmill Petty and Redd Bull Projects.  The work for WAM is also being repackaged.  The Forest will sell 

most of their projects in the 3rd and 4th quarters.  The Thorne Creek salvage went no bid and is being 

repackaged and both the Thorn Creek Thin and Sorrel Springs-GNA Projects have sold totaling 2.3 

MMBF.  The long-term goal for the Lolo is 55-65 MMBF and 20-25 MMBF for the Bitterroot on an 

annual basis.   

 

Montana DNRC GNA Program:  The DNRC is currently developing NEPA contracts and will be 

soliciting contractors to complete four projects: Highway 83 on the Lolo, Granite Snowshoe on the 

Kootenai, Castle Mountains on the Helena-Lewis and Clark, and Whitetail on the B-D.  GNA was used to 

contract the NEPA analysis on the Sorrel Springs Project on the Lolo and is now under contract.  The 

DNRC has sold 41 GNA projects totaling 88.6 MMBF and treated over 17,000 acres with a revenue of 

$13 million.   

 

http://www.amforest.org/
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AFRC appreciates the hard work and effort put forth by the Regional Office, Forests, and Montana 

DNRC to get needed restoration projects implemented on the ground. We look forward to getting together 

later this year for another update. /Tom Partin  

 

AFRC Welcomes New Members 
AFRC is pleased to announce and welcome new members this month! 

 

Founded in 1907, Canyon Lumber of Everett, Washington is a third generation manufacturer of 100% 

Douglas Fir, SFI-certified specialty products for high-end commercial and residential structures for both 

domestic and international markets. The company prides itself on making high-quality kiln-dried Douglas 

Fir beams and timbers, scaffold plank, and Douglas Fir clear finish in environmentally friendly ways. 

Their products can be found in hotels, lodges, shopping centers, schools and homes, where the 

architecture calls for high-quality, exposed Douglas Fir products. 

 

Siegmund Excavation & Construction has been operating in Northwest Oregon for over 40 years.  The 

company specializes in forest road construction and general excavation and is led by a third generation of 

the Siegmund family working in Oregon’s woods.  Siegmund takes pride in their determination and 

ability to accomplish projects on their customers’ scope and budget.  Over the years, diversity and vertical 

integration have been key to the company’s continued success with services including new road 

construction, road maintenance, bridge construction and installation, portable crushing, quarry 

development, land clearing, roadside brushing, full service logging, dump trucking, heavy hauling, and 

surveying.  
 

AFRC’s effective advocacy for the forest sector and the communities our members support is gaining 

attention and momentum in Montana, Idaho, Washington, Oregon, and California.  Read more about the 

Benefits of Membership and/or inquire about AFRC membership by emailing info@amforest.org.  /Travis 

Joseph  

 

AFRC is Hiring! Northern California Field Coordinator  
Are you looking for a challenging – but rewarding – job that is different every day?  Are you passionate 

about the local forest products industry and its contributions to economic and environmental sustainability 

in California and the Pacific Northwest?  Do you want to work for a team-oriented organization that is 

making a difference in public land management, forest policy, and climate change? 

 

AFRC is now accepting applications for the position of Northern California Field Coordinator.  This 

position is responsible for providing professional and technical input into the planning, development, and 

implementation of Forest Service projects in Northern California.  The successful applicant will be the 

eyes, ears, and voice of the industry in the region, organize and execute meetings with key stakeholders, 

build relationships with forestry partners and impacted communities, and be recognized as an advocate 

and leader on federal forest policy in California.  See the full job description here.  

 

The ideal candidate is a confident and strategic communicator with excellent writing skills; a self-

motivated, independent individual who works well with limited supervision; and is capable of developing 

an ongoing program of project monitoring on several National Forests from Reno to the California-Oregon 

border.  This person must also be a committed team player able to take input from other staff members and 

partner associations to identify successful strategies to grow this program.  Applicants should have a 

http://www.amforest.org/
http://www.canyonlumbercompany.com/index.html
https://siegmundexcavation.com/
https://amforest.org/afrc-benefits-of-membership/
mailto:info@amforest.org
https://amforest.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/AFRC-Northern-California-Field-Coordinator-Job-Description.pdf
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combination of education and work experience in natural resources management, or other relevant field, 

that demonstrates the experience and skills to perform the duties of this position.     

 

Due to the nature of the job, this is a remote position.  The employee must reside within the defined 

geographical area (Northern California).  The immediate supervisor will be the Federal Timber Program 

Director, located in AFRC’s Eugene office.  AFRC is proud to be an equal opportunity employer, offers 

competitive compensation and generous benefits, and prides itself on a culture of teamwork, professional 

integrity and hard work, and a work-life balance recognizing the professional and personal goals of its 

employees.      

 

The position will remain open until filled.  Interested individuals should send a cover letter and resume to 

info@amforest.org as soon as possible to ensure application materials are considered.  The cover letter 

should demonstrate an understanding of AFRC’s mission, highlight relevant professional experience as it 

applies to the job, and describe the candidate’s interest and motivation to work for AFRC and its 

members. /Travis Joseph     

 

Kade Weathers Joins AFRC as Legal Extern 
Kade Weathers joins AFRC as a legal extern during his winter 

semester at Lewis & Clark Law School in Portland, Oregon.  

Kade grew up in Ogden, Utah, and attended the University of 

Utah for his undergraduate studies.  He is currently in his second 

year of law school and enrolled in Lewis & Clark’s Western 

Resources Legal Center seminar where he will be exposed to 

environmental and natural resource law on behalf of private 

individuals and businesses.  

 

Growing up in Ogden, Kade was consistently surrounded by 

trees despite the area’s desert climate.  Kade’s great-grandfather, 

a tree farmer and landscaper, started Combe Landscaping where 

Kade worked every summer until high school.  Kade’s uncle 

currently runs the family business, which Kade hopes will 

continue into his generation, planting trees up and down the 

Wasatch front.  

 

During undergrad, Kade majored in philosophy and minored in 

English with an emphasis on applied philosophy.  Kade enjoyed using his philosophy skills to solve 

practical problems.  For example, Kade provided solutions to the costly parking situation at the University 

of Utah by modeling the population of students and faculty parking on campus in order to find optimal 

prices for passes and tickets.  One of Kade’s professors at the University went on to test his theory and, 

eventually, the school implemented his proposed changes. 

 

Before law school, Kade worked as an accountant for Salt Lake County as a backstage manager for 

Snowbasin Ski Resort’s summer concert series, and as a GED tutor at the Salt Lake Metro Jail.  He was 

inspired to go to law school because whenever disaster struck at work, lawyers would step up to make 

things right.  

 

http://www.amforest.org/
mailto:info@amforest.org
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Kade chose to move to Portland and attend Lewis & Clark Law School because of its environmental focus 

and cooperative atmosphere.  He is excited to extern with AFRC this semester because it gives him the 

chance to get environmental and natural resource legal experience and get back to his roots: trees.  He 

looks forward to working toward the sustainable management of forests in the West. /Kade Weathers 

http://www.amforest.org/

