MEMORANDUM

Re: Roadless Ruldackground and Visuals
Date: Summer 2026

Roadless Rule Background

In August 2025 the United States Department of Agriculture published anotice of intent to
repeal the Roadless Rulga Clinton-era regulation generally prohibiting road construction,
reconstruction, and timber harvestingacross approximately 44.7 million acres of National
Forest System Landgexempting Colorado and Idaho) Thepublic comment period for this
ruling closed on September 19, and the final record of decision is expectedo be released
in late 20261 The ideabehind the rescission is to push more decisionmaking to the states
and remove the federal blankeban, allowing for a more sitespecific approach to
managing these areas

This proposed repeal has alreadgeneratedconsiderable debate and willremain a
relevanttopic for Congress, the Administration, the press, and public now and over the
next two years. One popular claim many antforestry groups make is that the Roadless

Az UWGI YaqUHqt W YOGWWYnWYeal WG Yt spleadhgfhkse &das) e UT

almost entirely unmanaged and untouched Another popular claim is that the 2021
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1United States Department of Agriculture; Forest Ser vancodsededlSpeci al

Register29 Aug. 2025, www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/08/29/263B1/speciabreasroadlessareaconservatiomationat
forestsystemlands.


https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/08/29/2025-16581/special-areas-roadless-area-conservation-national-forest-system-lands
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/08/29/2025-16581/special-areas-roadless-area-conservation-national-forest-system-lands

The following visual memorandum debunks these claimsvith real world examples It
shows the consequences of leaving these areas unmanaged and presents examples of
inventoried roadless areas that have experienced significant fire damage in the 25 years
since the Roadless Rule was adopted

Organization of the Visual Memo

Section 1 provides maps of the entre Western United States capturing all Inventoried
Roadless Areas and wildfire occurrences since 2001, with a focus on fires that crossed into
Roadless Areas.

Section Il provides astate-by-state breakdownwhere AFRC operates, showing maps with
all Inventoried Roadless Areas and fire overlap. Each state also includes43specific
examples of Roadless Areas that have expienced significant wildfire damage shown
through historical Google Earth satellite imagery. Sitspecific Roadless Area information
is added for context: size, location, Congressional District, and information on the wildfire
that occurred.

Finally, Section Il provides a stepby-step guide on how to create similar maps and

images for other Roadless Areas throughout the Western U.S. This section is intended to
inform AFRC staff, members, and other partners how to replicate this work as the Roadless
Rule debate continues

Section I: U.S. Roadless Areas and Wildfires

Links to Official State Roadless Maps
Washington

Oregon

Montana

Idaho

California

Nevada


https://www.fs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/roadless-map-washington-high-resolution-fsmrs-072379.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/roadless-map-oregon-high-resolution-fsmrs-072369.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/roadless-map-montana-high-resolution-fsmrs-072359.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/roadless-map-idaho-high-resolution-fsmrs-072348.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/roadless-map-california-high-resolution-fsmrs-072344.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/roadless-map-inv-areas-nevada-stelprdb5068528.pdf
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Figure 1: All Inventoried Roadless Areas designated in 2001 (alorng
areas) according toUSFSdesignated in blue


https://data.fs.usda.gov/geodata/edw/datasets.php?xmlKeyword=roadless&

Figure 2: All inventoried roadless areas (blue), and burn severity data since 2001 (red)
according to Monitoring Trends in Burn Severity Agency



https://burnseverity.cr.usgs.gov/direct-download
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*All maps made using QGIS software and public data from government entities
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Figure 4: The Intersection of high severity fires in inventoried roadless areas in red
and Congressional Districts



Section II: State Examples




Washington Roadless Area Examples
1. Teanaway Inventoried Roadless Areas
72,800 acres in the OkanoganVenatchee National Forest
8" Congressional District Representative Kim Schrier (Democrat)
Burned in the Jolly Mountain 2017 fire
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2. Bourbon Roadless Area

4,500 acres in Gifford Pinchot National Forest

3 Congressional District Marie GluesenkampPerez (D)
Big Hollow Fire, 2020

July 30", 2020

July 26", 2021



https://earth.google.com/web/search/45.85,+-121.90/@45.94148679,-122.01161519,685.84552525a,3930.24332383d,35y,-106.442379h,60.00314153t,0r/data=CiwiJgokCQAzYyLG-UZAERSf9VT790ZAGeSUPVUWgV7AIesTckhIgl7AQgIIATIpCicKJQohMUhPbnFZYmdDNW9QekFBUmxDTUZxdTdyWXRBbXU1azZoIAE6AwoBMEICCABKCAiZ3rDTBRAB?hl=en_US

3. Siouxon Creek Roadless Area
10,600acres in Gifford Pinchot National Forest
3 Congressional District Marie GluesenkampPerez (D)
Big Hollow Fire, 2020
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https://earth.google.com/web/search/Siouxon+Creek,+Washington/@45.95495855,-122.16167622,453.09761318a,2721.13879598d,35y,20.68095537h,60.00047543t,360r/data=CiwiJgokCRH-UFI5_EZAEUGPaesu70ZAGROMTpWQf17AIf5LjEL0iF7AQgIIATIpCicKJQohMUhPbnFZYmdDNW9QekFBUmxDTUZxdTdyWXRBbXU1azZoIAE6AwoBMEICCABKCAiZ3rDTBRAB?hl=en_US

4. Norse Peak Roadless Area
52,297 acresin OkanoganWenatchee National Forest
Washington 4" and 8" Congressional Districts- Kim Schrier (D)
Norse Peak Fire 2017
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https://earth.google.com/web/search/46.9580,+-121.2850/@46.91756425,-121.30961842,1724.80785736a,4083.37790822d,35y,73.08543619h,59.99969978t,0r/data=Cj4iJgokCeDOYPArAUdAEVz33qLF90ZAGVb29iDkhF7AIY-DHXk-i17AKhAIARIKMjAxOC0wNy0yNRgBQgIIATIpCicKJQohMUd2T1BXZi1qZU50MkxXS1pIS25fUUN1Z2JRNVJXNndwIAE6AwoBMEICCABKCAi61M3CBRAB

Figures7+8: Oregon specific IRA mapOregon specific IRA and burn severity intersection



1. Waldo Lake Inventoried Roadless Area
37,000 acres inWillamette National Forest
Oregon's 4" Congressional District- Val Hoyle (D)
Cedar Creek Firg2022)
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2. Opal CreekRoadless Area

20,000 acres inWillamette National Forest

Beachie Creek Fire 2020

Oregon's 3" Congressional District Janelle Bynum (D)
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Temporarily closed
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3. Mount Hagen Roadless Area
6,400 acres in Willamette National Forest
Holiday Farm Fire
Oregon Congressional Districé- Val Hoyle(D)
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July 30", 2018



Bear Creek
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https://earth.google.com/web/@44.13797487,-122.41075383,915.47951405a,2204.23253132d,35y,-62.64326026h,68.60552822t,0r/data=ChYqEAgBEgoyMDI0LTA0LTMwGAFCAggBMikKJwolCiExSE9ucVliZ0M1b1B6QUFSbENNRnF1N3JZdEFtdTVrNmggAToDCgEwQgIIAEoICJW5l4UFEAE?hl=en_US&authuser=0

